
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

408 Ninth Street NW 

Mandan, ND  58554 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Phone: 701-663-3594 

E-mail: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org  

Building Faith and 

Transforming Lives 

in Christ. 

 

ADDRESS LABEL 

Happy 

Easter from 

the staff at 

First 

Lutheran 

Church! 

www.firstlutheranofmandan.org 

We’re on the web! 

Friends in Christ, 

Once upon a time there was a man who lived by himself in a 

small cabin in the woods.  One night while he was sleeping, 

while it was yet still dark,  his bedroom suddenly filled with a 

bright light. Waking up, he was startled to see God standing at 

the foot of his bed.  “I have work for you to do.” God said, and 

then God pointed outside the cabin door to a large rock that had 

not been there the night before.  It was the size of a boulder!  

Stunned and almost speechless, the man said to God, “What 

kind of work?”  And God went on to explain… 

“I have placed this rock in front of your cabin and I am 

commanding you to push against the rock with all your might. 

Every day, from sun-up until sun-down you are to do this.  For I 

the Lord have spoken.  In six weeks, I will come back to check 

on your progress.”   

And just like that, God vanished.  So, after eating some 

breakfast, out the door the very surprised man went, obeying 

God’s command to push against the rock with all his might.  The 

rock seemed even more impressive in the daylight, but all-the-

more immovable.   

Day after day, the man obeyed God:  from right after breakfast 

until the sun went down in the evening.  These were long, 

exhausting days for the man, days filled with extreme exertion, 

but with no visible progress whatsoever.  “Dear God,” the man 

prayed most nights, “I don’t understand the purpose of this rock; 

each day is a fruitless, frustrating waste of my time.”  But God 

never seemed to hear the man’s prayers… 

At about the mid-way point in the weary man’s six-week, rock-

pushing task, he had a vision.  It was a very hot day that day, 

and the man wondered if he may be hallucinating due to the 

heat.  The vision was a blurry one, and it was not at all like the 

day God came to him.  This vision made his skin crawl.  There 

was just something…evil about it.  

      (continued on page 10) 
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We will be having a new member orientation 

on Sunday, April 30th at 5:00 P.M.  If you are 

interested in becoming a member here at First 

Lutheran please call the church office at 663-

3594 as soon as possible.  Thank you. 

Missouri Slope Gala 

Date: Saturday, May 6, 2023 

 
Place: Municipal Country Club 930 N. Griffin St  Bismarck, ND 58501 

 

The Gala tickets are sold at $200 per person or $400 per couple. To purchase tickets 
go to Missourislope.com and click EVENTS, click on GALA 

 

Order of Events:   

Cocktail Hour:  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

Dinner:  6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Live Auction:  7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Live Band:  8:30-11:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday, April 2th 

8:30 & 10:45 A.M.  

Maundy Thursday, April 6th 

7:00 P.M. Worship with Holy 

Communion 

Good Friday, April 7th 

 7:00 P.M. Tenebrae Service 

(No Holy Communion) 
 

Note:  No Wednesday Evening  

Service on April 5th 

 

 

Easter Sunday, April 9th 

8:00 A.M.  -  Easter Service  

10:00 A.M.  -  Easter Service  

(Holy Communion will be offered at 

both services for Easter) 

 

Easter Breakfast 

8:30-10:00 A.M.   

 



“God has given you an impossible task!” came a raspy-sounding voice from the vision. “You see, God is 

not that good after all, as you seem to believe.  You think he delights in you?  It’s actually the opposite:  

God delights in seeing you sad, frustrated, and full of doubt and anger.  The rock is serving no purpose, 

whatsoever.  Stop pushing against the rock and things will get better for you.  Trust me…” 

The vision bothered the man at great length.  “What if that voice was the voice of truth?” thought the 

man, “and God isn’t so good after all?”  But though the man was quite bothered by this, and was tempted 

to give up, he kept on pushing as God had commanded.  Day after day he pushed, but day after day more 

doubts crept into the man’s heart.   

And then one day, around noon, the man collapsed in a heap and cried out in desperation, “Help!  Help, 

God!  I’ve done what you commanded, but I cannot do this anymore!  The rock hasn’t moved an inch!  I 

have failed!  And I….am…so…sorry.  I obviously do not have enough faith.”  The man began to cry.  

“Help me, God,” the man said over and over again between sobs, “please help me.” 

And then it happened.  God appeared.  The man didn’t realize it right then, but it was now exactly six 

weeks since God first appeared at the foot of his bed!  God had come back, as promised, right on time.  

But the man had nothing to show for all his sweat and toil.  Or so he thought.  “My dear beloved friend,” 

God said, “I have always heard your prayers, and even though it may not have seemed like it, I have 

been with you all throughout these past six weeks and my spirit has strengthened you each day, filling 

you with motivation and courage—grace enough for each day. Now I have kept my promise to return.” 

“But I have failed,” said the man, sadly, “I have nothing to show you for all the effort I put in!”  “You are 

mistaken,” God said. “You have not failed, and you have much to show me.  You see, when I visited you 

the first time, I never asked you to move the rock; I only asked you to push.  You believe you have failed 

because all you have done for six weeks  is push against the rock.  But your efforts have not been in vain.   

First of all, you trusted me and did what I commanded:  that’s the most important thing, here. Secondly, 

look at you—your calloused hands, your thick shoulders, your muscular arms and legs.  You are a much 

stronger person than you were six weeks ago.  There will be so many more things you will be able to do 

around this cabin with this new, transformed body!”  “You have grown immensely through this 

challenging experience,” God continued, “in body, mind and spirit.  You will now be able to face all things 

that you encounter in the days ahead.”   

“But…the rock?!” the man said, “there is still the problem of the rock.”  “I know” God said, “I am well 

aware of that.  So, if you wouldn’t mind moving out of the way…. I will move that rock.”    

There’s the Lent, Holy Week and Easter good news, good friends, the good news that first was discovered 

three days after two guilty criminals and one innocent messiah were crucified on a hill called “Golgotha,” 

while it was still dark; and the good news that still finds us today, wherever obstacles of disappointment, 

frustration, sadness, regret, heartache, grief, and sorrow (while it is yet still dark) come rolling into our 

unsuspecting lives from time-to-time:  I will move that rock.    

In the meantime, we keep pushing and trusting, you and I, especially when nothing seems to be 

happening--trying not to lose heart, trying not to lose hope, and trying to pay closer attention to the 

transforming things that are always happening to us and in us, even though it’s often hard to tell.   I will 

move that rock, the Imagination Behind the Universe reminds us.  We believe, O God, but help our 

unbelief. 

Easter peace and hope, 

Pastor Phil 
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Mark Your 

Calendar… 

 

 

6th:  LAF ~ Nachos 

13th:  LAF ~ Hot Dogs 

20th:  LAF ~ Sloppy Joes 

27th:  LAF ~ Sandwiches 

 

 

 

First Communion for all 5th graders  

First Communion will take place during worship on 

Maundy Thursday, April 6th at 7:00 P.M. with a group 

picture before hand.  Please be here no later than 6:45 p.m.  

 

Easter Breakfast 

We would love to have you join us! 

8:30-10:00 A.M.   

The youth will be serving scrambled eggs with bacon & cheese 

or plain, your choice of a homemade caramel roll, cinnamon 

roll or butter braid, fruit, coffee, orange juice & white or 

chocolate milk.  

Price: $10.00 per person 

$5.00 kids 10 and under  
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Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms:   

Lainey Renee Ozbun 

Raylee Louise Bryan 

Adeline Rose Milbrath 

Haidyn Marie Hehn 

    

Funerals: 

John Emil  

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Bud Weikum given by Corrine & Mike 

Mlnarik, Aaron Mlnarik, Josh, Katie & Jonah 

Mlnarik & Pastor Kirk & Tammy Douglas, LeRoy & 

Ramona Weikum (for banners). 

Deadline for 

articles for the May 

Newsletter will be 

April 17th.  

 

April ~ Mission of the Month 
Weekend Meals for Mandan Kids 

Items needed are Chap Stick, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit 

Cups, Canned Fruit, Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding 

Cups, Applesauce, Chef Boyardee', Mac & Cheese, Soups, 

Hamburger Helper, Spaghetti Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, 

Pop Tarts, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Rice A Roni, Pasta 

Roni, Pork and Beans, Baked Beans, Pancake Mix-no 

eggs required such as Krusteaz Brand, Syrup, Canned 

Tuna, Chicken, Ham.  

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE! 

You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex.  

Thank you!  

Sunday ~ 

 8:30 am ~ Traditional Worship 

            9:30 am ~ Church School 

           10:45 am ~ Contemporary Worship 

  

 Wednesday ~ 

 5:45 pm ~ Church School 

 6:30 pm ~  Worship 

 7:15 pm  ~ Confirmation 
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If you have a loved one in the Nursing Home or Hospital 

please let us know so we can get them on our visitation 

list.  Thank you so much! 

 

 
 
 
 

Our food boxes are getting used A LOT and are always in need of 
food.  If you can help out that would be great!  Just drop your food 

off at the church office or right in the boxes.   
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN FILLING THEM 

SO FAR! 
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

Date: March 16, 2023 

 

Members Present:  President Lanny Harris, Vice President Jared Sprenger, Secretary Jodi 

Hammer (Teams), Wayne Carlson, Veronica Barnick, Brenda Allen, Pastor Phil  

Members Absent: Desire Reile, Lacey Peterson, Kenton Holle 

Additional Present: Jackie Klein, Curtis Peterson 

Meeting was called to order by President Lanny Harris 

• Motion to approve the agenda was made by Wayne, Seconded by Jared.  Agenda approved. 

Devotions by Pastor Phil:  Psalm 23, God’s To Do List. 

 

Correspondence: Thank you from Golden Ages 

             Thank you from MSLCC 

 

Financial Report: Financial report was presented by Curtis Peterson.  

• CD Rates were discussed.  Wayne made a motion to keep $120,000 in operating expenses in 

our account and place the remainder in a 6 month CD.  Jared 2nd.  Motion Carried. Signers 

for the CD will be the same as for Checking. 

• Jodi made a motion to accept the financial report, Brenda 2nd. Financial Report was 

approved 

 

Team Reports/Team Selection: 

• Executive Team: Executive team met on 3/14 and worked on the Maintenance Worker job 

description, discussed the janitorial position and moving forward with the formation of a 

Call Committee. 

• Worship Team: Nothing. 

• Evangelism & Outreach: 4th of July Parade.   

• Property Management: No Report 

• Stewardship: No Report 

• Youth & Parish Education: No Report. 

 

Pastor Report: Pastor Phil reports a fairly “quiet” month. 

• Adult Choir resuming with Jakub choosing new pieces with an Easter theme, perhaps for 

Maundy Thursday. 

• New Member reception will be the end of April. 

 

Old Business: 

• Janitorial Position:  Lanny will work on finalizing the Job Description and has 2 

companies interested, they will meet with him for a tour soon. 

• Maintenance Position:  Wayne made a motion to approve the job description presented by 

the executive team with an average of 20 hrs/week and hourly wage of $20-$25/hour. Jodi 

2nd. Motion Carried 

 



• Youth Ministry and Education Coordinator: Wayne made a motion to 

advertise the position with a wage of $33-40,000 annually plus Individual Health Insurance 

Benefits. Veronica 2nd.  Motion Carried 

• Call Committee:  Pastor Brad suggested we form a call committee, at which time he will 

come and speak to them about the process.  Council Members will begin actively looking for 

people to server on this committee. 

• Policy and Procedure/Employee Handbook: The council will continue to read and make 

suggestions to Lanny regarding these documents.  We do intend to present a draft to a 3rd 

party with HR experience for insight and approval. 

• Roofing Project: Lanny spoke with a contractor who gave him a quote of $1000 for a 

conceptual drawing of possible roof options for our flat roofs. We discuss expanding the 

project to meet the total aesthetic and structural needs for the project.   

Wayne made a motion to pay up to $2000 for a conceptual drawing of Church Repairs to 

include roofing, siding and a construction cost estimate.  Jared 2nd.  Motion Carried 

• Landscape Architect: Lanny will seek out bids for the landscape needs of the Church. 

 

New Business 

• Summer Worship: Jared made a motion to have 9:30 service on Sunday and continue with 

Wednesday evening service for the summer months. Wayne 2nd. Motion Carried 

 

• Next Council Meeting will be held at 7:00pm on April 20st, 2023. 

• Lord’s Prayer lead by Pastor Phil 

• President Lanny Harris adjourned the meeting. 
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giving :   

Install the Vanco Mobile app 
You install Vanco Mobile from the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store, depending on the 

type of phone you have. 

In your App or Play store, search for Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement . 

Tap the Vanco Mobile app or tap Install. 

Follow the screen prompts to complete the install. 

Open the application. 

1. On the Welcome screen, tap Find your organization. 

2. On the Search Organizations screen, enter your organization’s name:  First Lutheran 

of Mandan 

Tap your organization. 

At the bottom of the screen, next to Already signed up?, tap Log in. 

Enter your MyVanco credentials. 


