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Friends in Christ,
Its been probably 20 or so years now since a wise and gentle friend of
mine (a now-retired pastor) said, during a pastor’s text study about
this time of the year, “Advent is easily my favorite season of the church
year.” I thought he was nuts. You see, Advent had always seemed to
me like a strange, misplaced season in the church calendar year that
the church gods tried to foist upon us to see if we could do the
impossible: get our minds off of shopping, decorating, tacky manger
scenes and umpteen viewings of Jimmy Stewart’s emotion-laden “It’s
a Wonderful Life” so that we could ponder such weighty, somber
things like repentance, messianic hope and The End of Time
(“eschatology”).
Good luck, Advent! If you’ve ever flown on a commercial plane, the
season of Advent is kind of like the poor flight attendant going
through the obligatory “announcements” before the plane takes flight.
It’s important and critical stuff, of course (flotation devices, exit doors,
etc.), but no one really is listening; everyone just wants to get in the
air and get to their destinations.
Here’s our well-meaning flight-attendant, Ms. Advent, trying to give
us some nice and necessary lessons about the bigger picture of God’s
redemptive and healing plan for the whole world, while our distracted
minds are elsewhere. What was that woman with the blue dress
saying? Was anyone listening? Is there Wi-Fi on this flight? And then,
to make matters even more challenging for people like me, the
ghoulish ghosts of Advent past float fearlessly into most pastor’s
dreams this time of year and take us on a Dickensian nightmare tour
that shows us what will happen to us if we let our congregations sing
Christmas carols before the 24th of December. Such tension!! What is
the deal??
I recall reading something a few years back that suggested that
maybe the church needs to stop fighting against our culture’s postHalloween feeding frenzy for all things Christmassy in this regard
and just…give in? So, should we just chuck Advent out onto the
theological trash heap like we Lutherans did with that dirge-like
Setting 3 from the LBW (our former green hymnal) and bomb
headfirst into the holidays with reckless abandon?? Who needs “Wake
Awake, the Night is Flying” anyway….bring on: “Santa Claus is
Coming to Town!!” Hmmmm.
(Continued on page 9)
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ANGEL TREE NAMES
Linda Anseth will be sitting in the narthex with angel tree names until
the names are all picked up. The gifts have to be delivered to the
church no later than Sunday, December 11th, 2022. Please stop by
and pick up a name today. They are also wanting chapstick, hats,
mittens, scarfs, & non-perishable food items (canned goods with "pop
top" lids) by the tree to give to the children. If you have any questions
please call Linda at 426-2462.

In order for your contributions to be posted to 2022, contributions must be
received in the church office by Tuesday, December 27th, 2022. Our mailing
address is: 408 9th St. NW, Mandan, ND 58554.
If you bring your contribution to the church office anytime after
December 27th, it cannot be recorded in 2022.
Thank you for the many ways you contribute to the ministries of this
congregation. When you share the gifts that God has entrusted you, you are
growing in your relationship with Him and ministry continues. It’s with great joy
that we can look forward to where God might be leading us in the present and in
the future.
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Mark Your
Calendar…

1st: LAF ~ Sandwiches

8th: LAF ~ Nachos
15th: LAF ~ Hot Dogs
22nd: LAF ~ Sloppy Joes

We have to stay financially strong. The ongoing ministry of our church is
dependent on the tithes and offerings of our people. Electronic giving is the best
way to do this. Many of you are already on our giving platform. If you are not
giving electronically, this would be a good time to do that. You can sign up here
https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/. Simply click on the button on the right hand
side that says “Give Online”. If you prefer to make your gifts by check, you can
drop it off at the church or mail it to 408 9th St NW Mandan, ND 58554. Staying
strong in worship, caring ministries, and finances are important as we work to
love and serve.

Upcoming Events

The youth will be selling
Sugar Cookies, Gingerbread
Cookies, Fudge & Lefse (all
homemade)
on
Sunday,
th
December 4 . You can get
some of your Christmas
baking done right here at
Church!

29th: No LAF

OR…...

DOWNLOAD THE “VANCO MOBILE” APP TODAY!

You are invited to join us on
December 18th at 10:45 AM &
December 21st at 6:30 PM for
a Christmas Program.
Come and see
Lutheran Stars!

OR TEXT 8449340609 TO DONATE
If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the church office.

the

First

Every child will receive a
goodie bag as they leave. A
cart will be in the Narthex.
Peanut-free bags are available on request.
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Pastoral Acts

It’s been a very dark year for lots of folks around these parts, and the days are only getting
darker for some of you as the grief, pain or sorrow you may have in your hearts right about now
is only intensifying because of the shortness of our days and because of the added emotional
freight that always arrives with the expectation-loaded holiday season. (Man, I miss my dear
dynamo of a mother, who passed away in September).

In memory of Fred Ziemann given by Dave & Kathy
MacIver, Leona Keidel (for LAF), Ron & Laura Webb,
Faye Rodgers.

Deadline for
articles for the
January
Newsletter will be
December18th.

December ~ Mission of the Month Worship Schedule

Special Thanks
Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers,
readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all
who have supplied goodies for the last month. Your help is
greatly appreciated!
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Sitting in a coffee house years ago, on a dark, rainy Advent December day, poet and writer
Wendell Berry once said, “It gets darker and darker and then Jesus is born.” Everything I
believe about God, love, mystery, meaning, patience, and something resembling hope is summed
up in that haunting and holy little quote.

Memorial Fund

No Mission of the Month this month
due to the giving for the Christmas
Angel Tree!
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Well, truth be told, I never really thought my friend was nuts; I just didn’t see how Advent
could be so high on his list of church seasons when there were so many others to pick from,
especially ones that maybe weren’t as abstract as Advent was. But now I do. Over the years, I
have grown to truly appreciate this strangely beautiful season with all its myriad themes,
nuances, subtleties, and mysteries. I even look forward to Advent now and welcome the gentle
challenges the season presents to pastors and worship planners, even though I don’t mind if a
few stray Christmas hymns—and saccharine “secular” Christmas songs drift into Advent. Full
disclosure: I even have my Christmas tree up already, because I love Christmas lights!

Baptisms:
Baylor Jo Halter
Jax Theo Trigg
Landon Paul Boucher
Brylee Jo Pesicka
Olivia Grace Zinke
Benson Michael Wolf
Kemper Fox Riedinger
Aycen Jay & Brycen Michael Stein
Funerals:
Fred Ziemann
Janice Hayer

In memory of Philip Boehm given by Leona Keidel (for
LAF).
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Sunday ~
8:30 am ~ Traditional Worship
9:30 am ~ Church School
10:45 am ~ Contemporary Worship
Wednesday ~
5:45 pm ~ Church School
6:30 pm ~ Worship
7:15 pm ~ Confirmation

Interestingly, while the thought of Christmas may be a daunting thing for some of you this
year, Advent just may speak words of healing and peace to you in ways you never could have
imagined—especially as it gives you permission to acknowledge the darkness, instead of trying to
pretend it’s not there; even as everyone around you seems to be holly and jolly.
In addition to inviting us to “name” the darkness in our lives and in the world, one of the other
gifts Advent then gives us is the blessed “Emmanuel” reminder of a precious and piercing truth
that all these dark days that are approaching in the next few weeks before Christmas (and until
the end of time) are cradled, swaddled and undergirded by an incarnate one who isn’t afraid of
the dark and manages to somehow hold past, present and future in his all-encompassing
embrace.
“In him [Jesus], all things hold together,” Paul says in Colossians, which we heard yesterday on
Christ the King Sunday. Which is Paul’s way of saying: He’s the one. He’s the longanticipated, long-awaited, long hoped-for Messiah of God who once pre-dated the darkness, who
once was born into the darkness, who currently is born in our darkness, and who one day will be
born again into the darkness. Thanks be to God. The darkness is a whole lot less scary
knowing and trusting Jesus works the night shift.
So, if you can’t squeeze in anything else in the frenetic rush between now and Christmas,
maybe you can squeeze in a few grace-blessed recitations of Berry’s poignant and exquisite
words in between bites of fruitcake and lefse: It gets darker and darker and then Jesus is
born…it gets darker and darker and then Jesus is born…it gets darker and darker…
Your partner in embracing the hope-drenched Advent darkness,
Pastor Phil
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If you are not using your offering envelopes please call the
church office and let us know so we can save money on sending
them out! The church office number is 663-3594. Thank you!
___________________________________________________________
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Date: November 22, 2022
Members Present: President Kenton Holle, Vice President Lanny Harris, Secretary Jodi
Hammer, Pastor Phil, Gene Anderson , Jared Sprenger, Curtis Peterson ,Lacey Johnson,Intern
Angie
Members Absent: Wayne Carlson,Mike Hatzenbuhler

DO YOU SHOP ON AMAZON?
•

You shop. Amazon gives.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to charitable
organization of your choice.

•

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service.

•

Support your charitable organization by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com!

Please use the link below to help us receive Amazon donations! Thank you!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0283441

Additional Present: Jackie Schulz
Meeting was called to order by President Pastor Phil
•

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Lanny, Seconded by Curtis. Agenda approved.

Devotions by Pastor Phil: ALL and making Jesus first in ALL things.
Correspondence: Thank you letters from Intern Angie.
Thank you letter from Missouri Slope for Donation.
Deborah Circle Letter requesting more Christmas Music during the Advent
Season. Pastor Phil will take this in
advisement and add them as appropriate for the Season.
Angie’s Internship Update: Intern Angie has approximately 5.5 weeks left of her internship.
On January 1, 2023 she will switch from being an employed intern at First Lutheran Church to
a full time employee. She requested to be allowed to finish her candidacy requirements during
her working time after the first of the year.
Intern Angie: 44 Thankful Baskets were created and delivered in our communities to the shut
in and needy.
Jackie: The amp in the church went out this week. A new one has been ordered, $2200.
Financial Report: Financial report was presented by Curtis Peterson.

PLEASE NOTE:
There will be one
service only on Sunday,
January 1st at 9:30 a.m.

•
•
•
•

Motion made Jodi to approve the Financials. Seconded by Jared.
Financial Report was approved
Jared made a motion to pay Brian for the Thanksgiving Holiday, Jodi Second. Motion
Approved
Lanny made a motion to pay Medical and Retirement for Brian for the month since he did
use working hours during the month. Lacey Second. Motion Approved

Old Business:
• Window Fund:
Gene and Lanny will continue to seek bids for this project.
• 2023 Budget:
Curtis sent out a copy of this year’s budget and projected budget numbers for the next
year.
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New Business:
• Annual Meeting: January 29th was the date set for the Annual Meeting. It will be held
between services in the church.
• Discussion was held regarding the needs for staffing in the upcoming budget year. It was
determined that one of our main needs it a full time Youth Coordinator. It was not decided
if this person needed to Rostered Clergy or a lay person who could bring the energy and
ideas to grow and support our youth programs.
• As we enter into another call process with either Intern Angie or another Rostered Leader,
we will be updating our Ministry Site Profile.
• Lanny made a motion to continue our Educational Covenant with Intern Angie after she
transitions from an Intern to a full time employee after January 1 st. Jared Second. Motion
approved. Angie has some educational meetings and requirements that will need to be
completed during her working hours as an employee at First Lutheran Church. Pastor Phil
will supervise the coordination of the time so that these can be completed while not
interfering with Intern Angie’s regular work duties.
Team Reports/Team Selection:
Team reports were sent out in advance and all issues that needed discussion were added to the
agenda and discuss as New Business.
Pastor Report: Pastor Phil and Angie presented reports of what they have done this past
month.
•
•
•

Next Council Meeting will be held at 7:00pm on December 15, 2022
Lord’s Prayer lead by Pastor Phil
Curtis made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Lanny seconded. Meeting Adjourned.

