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Friends in Christ,  
 
“For nothing will be impossible with God.”  This is one of my favorite 
verses in all the scriptures, and I often draw from its nourishing well of 
wisdom, especially when I am down; doubting; dejected; or despairing of 
the world.  Know where it is found?  Luke 1:37:    Mary, the Mother of 
our Lord, has just been visited by the Angel Gabriel, who tells her that she 
not only will conceive in her womb and bear a son (thanks to the Holy 
Spirit), but also that little guy will grow up and, well, save the universe.  
You would need some assurance, too, after that sort of greeting!  I know I 
would.   Nothing will be impossible with God.  
 
It's a long way from Nazareth in Galilee to Lord of Life Lutheran in 
Bismarck, North Dakota, but Gabriel’s message never changes, regardless 
of the passing of time and regardless of the changes in context.  But I must 
say, pulling off a surprise 25th Anniversary party for our parents in August 
of 1987 not only seemed impossible at the time, but preposterous. After 
all, three of the four of us boys were not living at Mom and Dad’s that 
summer, and RSVP’s would literally be finding their way--over a matter 
of several weeks--to their mailbox!  How can we pull this off?   
 
Well, enter youngest brother Joel, the only one of us at home that summer, 
and clearly (as we would all find out), the most gifted of the four of us 
at…bending the truth for a good cause.  Joel made it his mission during 
those weeks before the surprise party to intercept Mom and Dad’s daily 
mail (Mom was a little curious at Joel’s rather sudden interest in the mail, 
but chalked it up to a renewed burst of obeying the fourth 
commandment—bless his soul), and when a stray RSVP did manage to 
slip by Joel’s quick hands into Mother’s, Joel fabricated some outrageous 
fib that somehow managed to keep our little clandestine plan intact.   I 
still don’t know how Joel did it, and maybe I don’t want to know!  But he 
did.  And that is all that matters.  So, I still probably owe him a cup of real 
good coffee one of these days, I suppose.   
 
But I was still wasn’t completely convinced that we boys had pulled off 
the impossible as our parents and my brothers and I all climbed in the 
family wagon car to go out for a nice, calm,  “non-surprise” anniversary 
meal with the folks the night of their anniversary, because the last bending 
of the truth involved my prevaricating brother cooking up some lame 
reason to stop by Lord of Life Lutheran before we went to the restaurant 
that evening and “pick up something from Cloy” [the church Youth 
Director, with whom my brother was quite close].   
 
      (Continued on page 2) 
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My role now was to pretend to be mad at Joel for that last-minute unplanned detour (“Ugh, does it have to be 
now?”), but we drove to the church anyway, and Joel hopped out of the car. When he came out of the church a 
few minutes later and made up yet another lame falsehood to get us all to come in and talk to Cloy, I cranked 
up even more fake anger at him (pretty easy for me to do; go figure).  But Mom and Dad bought it!  Seriously!  
You were right, Mr. Gabriel:  nothing is impossible with God. Forgive me for my doubts; and my bad, but 
convincing, acting.   
 
I can still see my poor father’s face when we all walked in the church to allegedly “see Cloy,” but instead 
witness an expectant and excited group of about 50 friends and relatives yell an explosive “SURPRISE!” at 
the top of their lungs.  I thought my father was either going to hug all of us boys in joyful elation, or start the 
process of selling us to the circus.  Thankfully, he caught his breath in a few minutes, and instead of rushing 
into the circus option, slowly started the process of trying to wrap his brain around what his four goofball sons 
had just pulled off. Dad’s an eminently pragmatic man, so eventually he realized just how remarkable a feat 
this was, even though none of his sons became engineers like he did.  And by now, mother had begun working 
the crowd with her usual grace, curiosity and tears, and was “oooing” and “ahhhing” at the huge cake we had 
ordered.  And thankfully, brother Joel was finally done bending the truth for a good cause.       
 
What a fabulous night that was!  And I know what you are all thinking right about now (if you have done the 
math):  that was 35 years ago…35+25=60!  So, are the Leer boys going to pull off another big surprise for 
their parents this month?  Well, I think we all gave that about three seconds of thought apiece, and decided 
against going the surprise route this time.  And besides, Joel is still going to confession for all those fibs 35 
years ago.   
 
Mom and Dad’s actual Wedding Anniversary is August 18th, but we are all gathering at my place the first 
weekend of this month to celebrate their 60 years of marriage with a “family only” event, as per strong orders 
from my father.   It will be rather low-key and casual and, as long as we stay away from politics and focus on 
the weather, baseball, family, and memories, we should be just fine.  More than fine, actually.   
 
Thank you for letting me wish my parents a Happy Anniversary in this way.  Some of you have gotten to 
know them on the Sundays they have joined our worshiping community here at First Lutheran, and your 
warmth, hospitality, and graciousness have been a gift to them.  Feel free to wish them a “Happy 60th” if you 
see them in the next few weeks.  But whatever you do:  no big surprises this time around!       
 
 
Peace, joy and gratitude in Christ, 
 
 
Pastor Phil   
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Thrivent “Choice Dollars” 
If you are a member of Thrivent you are eligible to designate “Choice Dollars” and submit Action 
Teams.   

• People who have insurance or annuity products from Thrivent get to designate “Choice Dollars” 
to qualified organizations.  This money is not from your Thrivent account but is donated by 
Thrivent and will go unused if you do not dedicate it.  By selecting First Lutheran Church those 
dollars get used by the church for various group activities.   

• Every member of Thrivent (16 & over) is eligible to submit two “Action Teams” a year.  An action 
team can be an event that builds up the community/church or that is a fundraising event for 
various groups.  Thrivent will give groups $250.00 in seed money as well as t-shirts, etc. for 
items/advertising that may be needed for events.  We have seen action team money used here 
for LAF, Donkey Basketball and for other mission trip fundraisers. 

We have many activities going on here at First Lutheran Church and these groups would qualify for 
Thrivent help.   

If you have any questions please call your Thrivent rep and they will get you started. 

  Remember….If you don’t dedicate your money it goes unused! 

 

Friendship Circle is collecting  school supplies for Lutheran World Relief.  

Items needed: (for one complete school kit)  

• Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide-or college-ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper 

• One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

• One pencil sharpener 

• One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

• Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 

• Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

• One 2½” eraser 

One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth or nylon bag approximately 14” X 17” with shoulder straps (no standard 

backpacks) 

You may drop off these items in the Narthex in the boxes provided. 



 

 PAGE 10 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
AUGUST 2022   

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your 

Calendar… 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

Church School is starting soon!! 

If you have not already registered your child for church school, please 
do so as soon as possible.  Register on our website.   

• Rally Sunday:  September 18th from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  

• Rally Wednesday:  September 21st from 5:45-6:30 p.m. (Note time 
change) 

ATTENTION Confirmation Students: 

Confirmation classes will start on Wednesday, September 21st at 

7:15 P.M for all 8th & 9th graders.  (Note time change) 

Attention All 8th & 9th Graders              

and Parents: 

A confirmation orientation meeting has 

been scheduled for Wednesday, 

September 14th at 7:00 P.M.    

If you plan to start confirmation 

classes in the fall, you need to attend 

this meeting.   

Register on our website.   

We are also looking for adults to serve as small group 

leaders; if you are interested please contact the office.   
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Sunday ~ 

 9:30 am  
   

  

Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 
Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms:   

Carter John Mack 

Indie LaRoux Geros 

  

Funerals: 

Elda Charvat 

Pat Hagerott 

Les Sayler 

  
 

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Donald Price given by Lualice Stockert. (for 

LAF) 

In memory of Jill Roth given by Norm & Audrey Roth. (for 

LAF) 

In memory of Barb Dove given by Leona Keidel, Ralph & 

Naida Feland, Arden & Pat Hagerott, Dave & Lualice 

Stockert, Faye Rodgers. 

In memory of Elda Charvat given by Leona Keidel, Mark & 

Jean Thompson, Melanie Schlittenhardt, Virginia Hambrick, 

Scott & Andrea Leingang, Linda Stastny, Elda Charvat 

Estate. 

In memory of Pat Hagerott given by Faye Rodgers, Wayne & 

Denise Carlson, Ken Charvat, Joe & Elaine Felchle, Fred & 

Judy Bott, Cathleen Swendsen, Gary & Claudia Tomanek 

(windows for office wing), Christine Pynnonen, Dale & Deb 

Klein, Virginia Hambrick, Linda Stastny, Howard & Sharon 

Moldenhauer, Paul Jacobson & Paige Newton, Michael & 

Denise Kachel, Minnkota Power Cooperative. 

In memory of Twila Grunseth given by Norma Lundstrom.  

Deadline for 

articles for the 

September 

Newsletter will be 

August 21st.  

 

August ~ Mission of the Month 
Lutheran World Relief 

See page 11 for full details! 

Congratulations to Dawson Holle & Quinn Carter who were 
the recipients of the First Lutheran Scholarships.  They each 

will receive a $500.00 check from the Endowment Fund!    

Camp of the Cross Ministries Annual Golf 
Outing 

CCM's annual Golf Outing is almost here!  

Tuesday, August 9th 2022  

Registration at 10AM CDT  

Shot Gun start at 11AM CDT  

Supper to follow for golfers  

Golfing, Cart & Supper $100  

Golfing & Supper $80  

Guest for Supper $20  

Join us at the Garrison Golf Course 
  

If you have questions please call 701-337-2246 

 

PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGES STARTING 

SEPTEMBER 18TH!! 
• Sunday Fall Worship beginning September 18, 2022 

*8:30 Traditional Service 

*9:30 Sunday School 

*10:45 Contemporary Service 
 

• Wednesday Fall Worship beginning September 21, 2022 

*Wednesday School 5:45-6:30 

*Worship 6:30-7:15 

*Confirmation 7:15-8:15 
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We have to stay financially strong. The ongoing ministry of our church is 

dependent on the tithes and offerings of our people. Electronic giving is the best 

way to do this. Many of you are already on our giving platform. If you are not 

giving electronically, this would be a good time to do that. You can sign up here 

https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/. Simply click on the button on the right hand 

side that says “Give Online”.  If you prefer to make your gifts by check, you can 

drop it off at the church or mail it to 408 9th St NW Mandan, ND 58554. Staying 

strong in worship, caring ministries, and finances are important as we work to 

love and serve.  

OR…... 

DOWNLOAD THE “VANCO MOBILE” APP TODAY! 

 

 

 
 

OR TEXT 8449340609 TO DONATE  
 

If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the church office.  
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

Date: June 16, 2022 

 

Members Present:  President Kenton Holle, Secretary Jodi Hammer, Angela Kutzer, Pastor 

Phil, Mike Hatzenbuhler, Lacey Johnson 

Members Absent: Vice President Lanny Harris, Wayne Carlson, Jared Sprenger, Curtis 

Peterson, Gene Anderson 

Additional Present: Jackie Schulz 

There were not enough members present to have a quorum, so there were no motions 

made during this meeting, it was planning and informational only. 

Meeting was called to order by President Kenton Holle 

Devotions by Pastor Phil:  Venmo for Lemonade 

 

Executive Session: There was not one at this meeting. 

 

Correspondence:  Thank you letter from Missouri Slope for Donation 

      Thank you from Golden Ages for Home Meals Donation. 

 

Financial Report: Curtis emailed the financials to the council prior to the meeting. No motion 

to approve financial report was made. 

Team Reports/Team Selection: 

• Executive Team: Flex time for Mission Trip and December vacation for Angie. 

• Worship Team: Wednesday Church/Church School Schedule beginning September 21, 

2022: 

       *Pizza available 5:15-5:40 

*Wednesday School 5:45-6:30 

*Church 6:30-7:15 

*Confirmation 7:15-8:15 

• Sunday Fall Worship beginning September 18, 2022 

*8:30 Traditional Service 

*9:30 Sunday School 

*10:45 Contemporary Service 

• Evangelism: Mike is looking into a classic car night at the church. 

• Property Management: Discuss snow removal damage and keeping snow removal in mind 

as a budget item this year. 

• Stewardship: No Report 

• Youth & Parish Education: Camp Scholarships were given to 2 applicants.  Fall Sunday 

and Wednesday schedules are set.  Mission trip in July. 

Pastor Report: Pastor Phil and Angie presented reports of what they have done this past 

month. 

 

 

https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/


Old Business: 

• 4th of July Parade:  We were able to get a wagon for the parade. We discuss looking for 

period appropriate clothing and getting riders for the wagon in the parade. 

• Background Checks:  Mission trip chaperones have completed their background checks.  

We discuss which other adults we feel should have background checks completed and Angie 

will follow up with these individuals. 

• Carpet: Carpet installation will begin July 1st.  Jackie presented the schedule that furniture 

will be moved from the offices into the church and carpet will be put down.   

• Church Picnic: The shelter at Eagles Park has been reserved for September 18, 2022 

 

New Business 

 

• Angie’s Internship:   

*5 members have committed to be on the Internship Committee. 

• Angie Presented ELCA Gods Work, Our Hands Sunday in September. Discussion around 

projects and ordering T-shirts for the congregation to purchase. 

• Lord’s Prayer lead by Pastor Phil 

• There was no motion to adjourn. 

• Next council meeting will be August 18th, 2022. 

 

Thank you Kenton for providing ice cream for the council after the meeting. 
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