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Friends in Christ, 

I tend to be a very private person.  This may come as a bit of a 

surprise to some of you, especially to those of you who listen to me 

preach fairly often and know that my preaching style often leans 

towards the more “personal,” following the lead of my idol, 

Frederick Buechner, who believes that when we preachers tell 

occasional personal stories, we are inviting our listeners not just 

into the foibles, fears,  and fumbles of our own messy but grace-

haunted lives, but also into something much greater and grander:  

God’s story.  In Buechner’s masterful little book, Telling Secrets, he 

pretty much sums up why I make these sorts of choices when I’m 

trying to proclaim the gospel to you in a language that connects in 

a somewhat meaningful way to your daily lives: 

My story is important not because it is mine, God knows, but 

because if I tell it anything like right, the chances are you will 

recognize that in many ways it is also yours. Maybe nothing is more 

important than that we keep track, you and I, of these stories of who 

we are and where we have come from and the people we have met 

along the way because it is precisely through these stories in all 

their particularity, as I have long believed and often said, that God 

makes himself known to each of us most powerfully and personally.  

If this is true, it means that to lose track of our stories is to be 

profoundly impoverished not only humanly but also spiritually 

(Telling Secrets, p. 30).   

These are wonderful words of wisdom and I truly believe them.  

And never in my life have they come more into play than they did 

on an a particular Ash Wednesday evening a few years ago, as I sat 

freshly smudged with the ashes of repentance and redemption still 

boldly proclaiming from my forehead: Sinner!! As if the silent 

sermon emanating my forehead wasn’t enough to remind the 

church council members gathered around the table (most of whom, 

thankfully, had similar “bold” foreheads!) of my need to return to 

God, I also had to break the silence with my own spoken, broken 

words about a sinful “secret” that suddenly wasn’t a secret 

anymore:  the pastor and his wife are separating.  Oh boy.  

Welcome to our story.  The timing of sharing that secret on that 

particular night was not lost on me… 
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As I sat there in the Bethany Lutheran Fellowship Hall that ashen Wednesday evening, telling 

secrets and confessing my sins, I felt about as exposed as I have ever been in my entire life.  It 

was all there for everyone to see, and to judge, as story-telling Ash Wednesday words of woe and 

mercy attributed to the great King David continued to ring like church bells in my head, calling 

me back to the only one who could heal the brokenness I felt inside, the only one who could 

make things right, especially when everything felt so wrong:   

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion 

blot out my offenses.  Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse 

me from my sin.  For you know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me” (Ps. 51, vv. 1-

2).   

For 364 days of the year, we soldier on through our well-fortified lives, building up defenses, 

keeping secrets, and presenting admirable facades and masks to the world around us:  I can do 

it!   And then comes Ash Wednesday and our souls and secrets are laid bare.  I can’t do it after 

all;I need help.  Everything is not O.K.  I am not O.K.  And these secrets are like an elephant’s 

paw on my chest.  Wretched man that I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death!?!  

And so, we confess, you and I.  Honestly. With one another.  To one another.  And to God:  our 

stories, our secrets, and all those sad and sorrowful places that make our hearts hurt and the 

world weary.  But, all the bags of broken things that we lug into worship that night are not just 

ours to carry alone, but ours shared with a hurting humanity that has been groping around in 

the darkness since the beginning of time, trying to find the light, and trying to find someone to 

lighten the load.   

Oh, yes, we’re scared out of our wits at what will happen to us when we’re found out.   But we 

also wonder if we may find a modicum of relief, too.  Maybe it is true that secrets lose some of 

their power when they are brought to the surface, especially when that surface is holding a 

table with bread and wine on it?  Who knows?   And then we get smudged with ashes on our 

foreheads, and we remember that the bell of our mortality is tolling for thee (or is it thy? thou?).  

And then….and then… 

And so Lent begins—on Wednesday, March 2nd --with a swirling, smudgy mess of a day called 

Ash Wednesday.   It will never supplant Christmas Eve, Easter Morning, Rally Day or Mother’s 

Day as one of the year’s most popular and celebrative worship services.  And about the only 

appropriate color we can wear that night is simply black.  But I wouldn’t trade Ash Wednesday 

for anything.   

And if, as Buechner says, we dare show up that night and we dare tell “it”—the unedited, 

honest version of our own personal stories—anything like right that night, if even just silently 

to ourselves, we will be well on our 40-day way to the grace-haunted place where all the world’s 

secrets, sins and sorrows will once again be laid (by God) in a heap and left there as The 

Crucified One says to each of us:  I know you. I know everything about you.  And I still love you.  

Come, all are welcome at the foot of this cross.  

Peace and blessings on your Lenten journeys, 

 

Pastor Phil Leer 

  

 

 

We are excited to announce that we are going to 
create a new pictorial directory of our church 
family.  This new directory will help us connect 
names with faces.  Please participate!  All we ask 
is that you have your picture taken by the 
professional Photographer and meet with a 
Portrait Consultant at the church.    Each 
family/household that comes for photography and 
portrait viewing at the church will receive a 
complimentary directory and  8x10 Custom Color 
Portrait.  You will be able to view and select your 
portraits electronically from a variety of poses.  

Additional portraits will be available for purchase.    The scheduled dates for 
Photography and Portrait Viewing are:  Tuesday, June 22nd through Saturday, 
June 25th, Tuesday, July 12th through Wednesday, July 13th .  The times are 
Tuesday-Friday from 2:00-8:30 P.M. and Saturday from 10:00-4:00.  Watch for more 
information to come. 
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Mark Your 

Calendar… 

3rd:  LAF ~ Hot Dogs 

10th:  No LAF 

17th:  LAF ~ Sloppy Joes 

24th:  LAF ~ Sandwiches 

31st:  LAF ~ Nachos 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

All 5th graders are invited to come and 

learn about the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion!!   

Class will be held on Sunday, April 10th at 2:00 P.M.  First 

Communion will take place on Maundy Thursday, April 14st at 7 P.M. 

with a group picture before hand.  

The class will be held at First Lutheran Church in Mandan. Parents 

or guardians should attend with their youth.  

If you plan to attend the class, please call the church at 663-3594 or 

email Jackie (jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org) by Wednesday, 

March 30th. 

 

Our youth are available and happy to “egg” 
the house of your choice. Each plastic egg is 
filled with one small toy and one piece of 
peanut free candy!  Your eggs will be 
delivered the night before Easter.  So on 
Easter morning the house of your choice will 
awake with a fun surprise on their lawn.   

40 eggs are just $20, 80 eggs are just $40. 
Larger orders are available-please contact 
Jackie.    

All profits go to our First Lutheran Youth 
going on the mission trip. Please turn in your orders no later than 
April 13! 

PLEASE SEE THE YOUTH SITTING IN THE 

NARTHEX TO ORDER YOUR EGGS OR CALL THE 

CHURCH OFFICE AT 663-3594. 
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Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms:   

Wyatt Lee Gangl 

Hudson James Engbrecht 

Kora Marie Kirchmeier 

Hudson Jack McClure 

  

Funerals: 

Terry Westgard 

Ron Otto  

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Dean Blotsky given by Leona Keidel, Leon 

& Jeanne House (for LAF). 

In memory of Jan Pratt given by David & Pattie 

Bukowski (for LAF). 

In memory of Terry Westgard given by Gary & Shirley 

Olmsted. 

In memory of Ron Otto given by Ralph & Naida Feland. 

In memory of Vernie Hagestuen given by Linda Stastny. 

In memory of Norma Nelson given by Linda Stastny. 

Deadline for 

articles for the 

April Newsletter 

will be March 20th.  

 

March ~ Mission of the Month 

Weekend Meals for Mandan Kids 

Items needed are Chap Stick, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit Cups, 

Canned Fruit, Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding Cups, Ap-

plesauce, Chef Boyardee', Mac & Cheese, Soups, Hamburger 

Helper, Spaghetti Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, Pop Tarts, Instant 

Mashed Potatoes, Rice A Roni, Pasta Roni, Pork and Beans, 

Baked Beans, Pancake Mix-no eggs required such as Krusteaz 

Brand, Syrup, Canned Tuna, Chicken, Ham.  

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE! 

You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex.  Thank 

you!  

Sunday ~ 

 9:30 am ~ Worship 

           10:30 am ~ Church School 

  

 Wednesday ~ 

 6:00 pm ~ Worship 

 6:00 pm  ~ Church School 

 7:00 pm  ~ Confirmation 

 

Ash Wednesday ~ (March 1st) 

 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm ~ Worship 

 

Lent Worship ~  

 6:00 pm         

• Director of Discipleship and Outreach Guidelines: Motion was made by Wayne that 

Angie’s position include: 

*3 Weeks, 3 Sundays and 3 Wednesday Vacation Time 

*Continuing Education of 10 days and 1 Sunday 

*Employee Sick Time of 96 hours 

*Salaried Pay with no paid overtime or comp time; schedule flexibility will be at 

Pastor Phil’s discretion. 

• Accompanist Pay: Compensation for Loretta, Kathy and Kyra will be discussed after 

individual discussions with each of those people are held so that we may more fully 

understand the amount of time put into each position. We will then revisit the compensation 

conversation. 

 

New Business 

• Mutual Ministry:  

*Plans will move forward to modify the template that we have for Mutual Ministry to 

fit the needs of our congregation.  We will then actively recruit members of the 

congregation to become members of the team. 

• Insurance:  

*Our current Insurance Agent has switched companies and offered us an insurance 

plan that increases coverages at a decreased price.  Administration will review this 

and make a decision before the plan expires on March 24, 2022. 

• Church Council Nominating Committee:  

*Will be named by the executive team prior to the next meeting. 

• Audit:  

*The executive team met and felt that it would be a good time to get an audit of the 

books, with a new book keeper and new pastor on board.  Kenton will call the 

synod to get recommendations on who to use or how they recommend going about 

this process. 

• New Volunteer 

*Joyce Sayler has asked to become a volunteer with the church, working with visiting 

Nursing Home patients. 

• Installation of Council Service 

*Pastor Phil will come up with the date and let the council members know. 

• Pastor Phil’s Pay Increase 

*Wayne made the motion to hold off on presenting Pastor Phil’s pay increase until 

after his performance review.  When that is complete, the pay increase will become 

retroactive to January 1, 2022.  Second by Jared.  Motion Approved 

 

• Next Council Meeting will be held at 7:00pm on March 17, 2022. 

• Lord’s Prayer lead by Pastor Phil 

• Curtis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mike seconded. Meeting Adjourned. 
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Ash Wednesday is on March 2nd.  (This service will be 

held at 4:00 & 6:00 P.M.)  Worship will include the 

“Imposition of Ashes” & Holy Communion. 

Easter Garden 

Easter is right around the corner.  As we prepare to celebrate the 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus, it is also a wonderful time to beautify 

our church and honor our loved ones.  The youth of our church are 

selling Easter Garden Flowers.  They will purchase a mix of Lilies and 

Mums to decorate the Sanctuary for Easter.  Flowers may be picked up 

after the Easter service.  Order forms are available in the narthex.  

Orders can be placed in the offering plate or the church office.  The 

price for each plant is $15.00.  Orders must be placed by 

Sunday, March 13th.  (We can’t place late orders!) 
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                                          First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

Date: February 23, 2022 

 

Members Present: 2022 President Kenton Holle, 2022 Vice President Lanny Harris, 2022 

Secretary Jodi Hammer, Wayne Carlson, Angela Kutzer, Lacey Johnson, Gene Anderson, Jared 

Sprenger, Mike Hatzenbuhler, Curtis Peterson,Pastor Phil  

Members Absent:  

Additional Present: Jackie Schulz 

Meeting was called to order by 2022 President Kenton Holle 

• Motion to approve the agenda was made by Curtis, Seconded by Jared.  Agenda approved. 

Devotions by Pastor Phil:  Focus on being a “Noun Christian” 

 

Correspondence: Thank you letters were received from Golden Ages and Missouri Slope for 

donations. 

 

Financial Report: Financial report was presented by Curtis Peterson.  

• Motion made by Wayne to approve the Financials. Seconded by Mike.  Further discussion 

was noted that Pension and Medical insurance payments for Pastor Phil and Angela got 

overlooked in December, so they were made in January. 

• Financial Report was approved 

 

Team Reports/Team Selection: 

• There were no team reports this meeting.  New team members were chosen. 

• Executive Team: Kenton, Lanny, Jodi 

• Worship Team: Kenton, Jared 

• Evangelism & Outreach: Wayne, Mike 

• Property Management: Gene,Lanny 

• Stewardship: Curtis,Jared 

• Youth & Parish Education: Jodi, Lacey 

 

Pastor Report: Pastor Phil and Angie presented reports of what they have done this past 

month. 

 

Old Business: 

• Carpet: We have received 2 bids but we will table making a decision until we get a bid from 

Fried Flooring in Mandan.  We have raised more than any of the bids that we currently have 

and we discussed options of doing some additional flooring in the entry ways to help reduce 

sand and salt being drug in from the outside. 
 

 

 

          (Continued on page 9) 

 

PAGE 6 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH MARCH 2022   
If you have a loved one in the Nursing Home or Hospital 

please let us know so we can get them on our visitation 

list.  Thank you so much! 

 

 
 
 

Our food boxes are getting used A LOT and are always in need of 
food.  If you can help out that would be great!  Just drop your food 

off at the church office or right in the boxes.   
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN FILLING THEM 

SO FAR! 
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday Night Lenten services will be at 6:00 p.m.   
The dates are: 

Ash Wednesday ~ March 2
nd

 (4:00 & 6:00 p.m.) 
March 9

th
 

March 16
th

 
March 23

rd
    

March 30
th 

April 6
th 


