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December 5, 2021  9:30 A.M. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the 
lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you.  We fail in believing 
that your good news is for us.  We falter in our call to tend your creation.  We find 
our sense of self in material wealth.  We fear those different from ourselves.  We 
forget that we are your children and turn away from your love.  Forgive us, 
Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 
 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!  Through the power of the Holy 

Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven.  You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the 
eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the 
way of peace.  Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW #254 or Page 8 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  Pastor:  Let us pray…. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

Building Faith and Transforming Lives in Christ 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
The Lighting of the Second Advent Candle - Peace 
 

FIRST READING:      
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my 
messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining 
God’s people, as silver and gold are refined. 
 

Malachi 3:1-4 
 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of 
his coming, and who can stand when he appears?   For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE:  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:        
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon 
us. (Lk. 1:78) 
 

Luke 1:68-79 
 

 68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and set them free. 
 69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your servant David.  
 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 
  71from the hands of all who hate us, 
 72to show mercy to our forebears, 
  and to remember your holy covenant. 
 73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
  74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 free to worship you without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.  
 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
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      77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 
  by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 78In the tender compassion of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace.   
 

SECOND READING:      
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his 
joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted 
Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in 
love and knowledge. 
 

Philippians 1:3-11 
 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one 
of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 
until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way 
about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace 
with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and 
full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may 
be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE:  Thanks be to God. 
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The Holy Gospel according to Luke  “Glory to you, O Lord” 
 

GOSPEL:   
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the 
spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming 
Lord. 
 

Luke 3:1-6 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. “Praise to you, O Christ.” 
 

SERMON Pastor Phil 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” ELW #249 or Page 9 
(v. 1, 2 & 5) 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.*  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:  “Hear us, O God.”  Congregation:  “Your mercy is great.”  

PEACE 
Since we are still encouraging safe practices because of COVID-19, we would invite 
you to share the peace in a “physically-distanced” way, unless you are members of the 
same family.  Please be aware that some people will still not be comfortable with this 
practice quite yet. 
 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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OFFERING 

Thank you for remembering First Lutheran with your generous financial gifts.  If you 
have brought your offering today, we invite you to drop it off in the large “offering 
bowl” in the narthex before or after worship, since we won’t be collecting an offering 
during the service.  Also, giving electronically here at First Lutheran is a convenient 
option; please see the announcement later in this bulletin. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

PRAYER 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

SENDING HYMN    “Prepare the Royal Highway”  (v. 1 & 4)   ELW #264 or Page 10 
*Sunday School children and parents are welcome to dismiss during the 
sending hymn.   
 

Pastor:  Go in peace, serve the Lord!     Cong: Thanks be to God! 
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  Attendance last Week:   Sunday  9:30 - 136 
 

ON-GOING PRAYER CONCERNS:  
Noel Albrecht, Amy McNalley, Darlene Hill, Brad Schmidt, Joan Hanson, Ron Otto, Elsie Rader, Rodney 
Olson, Wayne Walker, Edna Klein, Debbie Martineson, Hal Lang, Patrick Lang, Jason Bjorgen, Ken 
Charvat, Karen Rothmann, Dave Thomas, Val Olheiser, Milo Miller, Joann Meyer, Preston Joyce, Susan 
Voigt, Toby Kienzle, Tom Frank, Pam Weng, Claudette Thompson, Kerry Stastny, Lois Smith, Barb Carl, 
Jeff MacIver, Keith Pfaff, Saxon Russell, Brady Mattson, Darin  Hinsz, Elda Charvat, Gary Kincaid, Val 
Entzel, Holly Stastny, Jerome Bauer, John Pake, Diane Stotz, Vernie Hagestuen, Matt Boehm, Claudia 
Tomanek, Don Grosz, Ralph Follinglo, Steve Long, Jason Hejl 
First Lutheran Church will be updating the prayer list periodically.  If a name is not listed and you 
would like it re-listed please call the church office at 663-3594.  We will re-list names for prayers. 
  

PLEASE KEEP THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED TO SERVICE FOR OUR 

COUNTRY IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Todd Bauer, Alex Dove, Jacob Selzler 

If you know of anyone who has ties to our congregation and is called to active duty, please contact 
the church office. 
 

 

2021 General Fund -YTD  Received  Budget   Difference 

2021 Building Fund-YTD  Received  Budget   Difference 

____________________________________________________________  
Pastor Phil Leer’s phone number: 701-341-7784  
(If you need to reach him please give him a call)  

 
 
 

 
Ushers:  
George Walker 
Leon House   
 
Reader: 
Corby Rachel 
  
Communion Servers: 
Corby Rachel 
Jonda Baer 

         Musician: 
 
          9:30 Organ  -  Loretta White 
           

48 November 28, 2021  $        438,144.93   $    441,888.00   $      (3,743.07) 

48 November 28, 2021  $          55,671.96   $      55,384.80   $            287.16  
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We have to stay financially strong. The ongoing ministry of our church is dependent on 
the tithes and offerings of our people. Electronic giving is the best way to do this. Many 
of you are already on our giving platform. If you are not giving electronically, this 
would be a good time to do that. You can sign up here https://
firstlutheranofmandan.com/. Simply click on the button on the right hand side that says 
“Give Online”.  If you prefer to make your gifts by check, you can drop it off at the 
church or mail it to 408 9th St NW Mandan, ND 58554. Staying strong in worship, car-
ing ministries, and finances are important as we work to love and serve hurting people 
during this tumultuous time.  

_______________________________________________ 
We are exploring the option of Wednesday School but we 
are in need of someone to spearhead it and volunteer to 

make Wednesday Church School run smoothly.  If you are 
interested please call the church office at 663-3594.   

______________________________________________________________________ 

If you would like communion in your pew please 
notify an usher so they can let Pastor Phil know.  
__________________________________________ 
We extend our sympathy to the family of Cordell Leidholm, Glynda Janz’ brother.  His 
memorial service was held at the Veteran’s Cemetery on Monday, November 29th.  
Please keep his family in your prayers.  

Mission of the Month  -  Weekend Meals For Mandan Kids 
Items needed are Chap Stick, Canned Tuna, Canned Chicken, 
Canned Ham, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit Cups, Canned Fruit, 
Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding Cups, Applesauce, Chef 
Boyardee', Mac & Cheese, Soups, Hamburger Helper, Spaghetti 
Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, Pop Tarts, Instant Mashed Potatoes, 
Rice A Roni, Pasta Roni, Pork and Beans, Baked Beans, Pancake 
Mix-no eggs required such as Krusteaz Brand, Syrup.  

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE! 
You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex.  Thank you!  

https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/
https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/
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DOWNLOAD THE “VANCO MOBILE” APP TODAY! 
 
 
 
 

OR TEXT 8449340609 TO DONATE  
 

If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the 
church office.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

ANGEL TREE NAMES  
Linda Anseth will be sitting in the narthex with angel tree names until the names 
are all picked up.  The gifts have to be delivered to the church no later than 
Wednesday, December 15th, 2021.  Please stop by and pick up a name today.  
They are also wanting chapstick, hats, mittens, scarfs, & non-perishable food 
items (canned goods with "pop top" lids) by the tree to give to the children.  If 
you have any questions please call Linda at 426-2462. 

_______________________________________________ 

CARAMEL ROLLS... 

The youth going to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in July 2022 
have a special deal for you!  They will be selling caramel rolls TO 

GO & for coffee hour this morning.   

It will be first come first serve. 

The cost will be 1 for $3.00, 2 for $5.00 or a Dozen for $30.00 
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Missouri Slope Volunteer Opportunities.  Missouri Slope is opening a new 

skilled nursing facility.  We are looking for volunteers to help during this 

transition the upcoming few months.  Are you able to help pack up and unpack 

belongings, greet residents upon arrival to new facility on north Washington, 

escort to rooms and provide tours; or do you like food and are willing to help 

serve meals during the day; or do you have a passion for cleaning, organizing, 

or assembling and want to put your skills to use; and most importantly, do you 

have some free time?  If you answered yes to any of these questions, then we 

would love your service.  Volunteers are required to be COVID and Flu 

vaccinated.  For more information, please contact Cathy at 701-221-9349. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

A message from the Mission Endowment Committee…….   
 

A State Tax Credit for Endowment Gifts is available for individuals if they 
make a gift to a qualified ND endowment (First Lutheran Church Mission 
Endowment Fund is a qualified Fund.).  Individuals may receive a state tax 
credit for a contribution of $5,000 or more (lump sum or aggregate in one year). 
The tax credit is 40% of the charitable donation up to a maximum credit of 
$10,000 per year per taxpayer or $20,000 per year if married filing jointly. 
Businesses (C corporations, S corporations, estates, limited liability companies, 
and trusts) that pay state income tax may receive a 40% credit up to a 
maximum credit of $10,000 for contributions.  Please consult your own 
accountant or financial advisor for advice on your situation. 
Contact one of the First Lutheran Mission Endowment Committee Members: 
Kristi Entzi (400-6900), Brenna Ohman (701-730-3188), Marty Haroldson (426-
0228), Dave Anderson (400-5081), or Adam Pachl (701-870-0211) or call the 
church office for more information on how you can contribute (663-3594). 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Christmas Eve Services:  
1:00, 3:00 & 5:00 p.m.  

(please note new times) 
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Beer & Hymns  
There will be no meeting in December.  The next meeting times are planning to 
be January 17th & February 21st @ 7 p.m. at the Bismarck Amvets 
 
Beer & Hymns group meets one Monday evening a month. The location recently 
moved from Trinity to the Bismarck Amvets at 2402 Railroad Ave. This is a 21+ 
event.  
_______________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE NOTE: 
December 19

th
 Worship Time will be at 9:00 a.m. and the Christmas 

Program will be at 10:45 a.m.  If you have any questions please call 
the church office at 663-3594. 
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WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 

 

 

 

Sunday 5            7:00 Community Access Channel 12 or 612  

    9:30 Worship/Live Stream Worship 

           10:30 Sunday School 

                     

Monday 6            1:30 Ruth Circle 

    7:00 Friendship Circle 

                      

Tuesday 7   9:00 Staff 

    1:00 Deborah Circle 

    8:00 Alanon 

      

Wednesday 8  6:00 Worship 

    6:00 Bells 

    7:00 Confirmation 

             

Thursday 9          11:00 LAF ~ Sandwiches 

     

Friday 10                   

        

Saturday 11  9:30 Scrapbooking 

 

Sunday 12           7:00 Community Access Channel 12 or 612  

    9:30 Worship/Live Stream Worship 

              10:30 Sunday School 

     

 

    

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  408 9

TH
 Street NW, Mandan, ND         Phone: 663-3594  

email: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org    www.firstlutheranofmandan.com 


