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Friends in Christ,
Far from being the often romanticized “kingly” visitors who
show up at the house in Bethlehem seconds after Jesus’ birth
with everybody going, “Hey, look who’s here, right on time: the
three kings of orient are! Now we can eat and open presents!” the
three wise men (or more appropriately, astrologers) who show
up in Matthew’s telling of the birth of Christ would probably not
have been on Joseph and Mary’s Christmas guest list. At least
a guest list in a house of a family who practiced the prevailing
and accepted religion of the time in Palestine: Judaism.
While the Magi would have been respected—maybe even
revered--in their native land (probably Persia), and may have
even been given the title, “scientists,” since they studied the
stars and heavens to find meaning in them, they were anything
but conventional, in terms of the Jewish faith, the faith of Mary,
Joseph and Jesus. Who all had spent that first Christmas night
in a stable place, but by now (maybe even about a year later)
were in the cozy confines of a house there in Bethlehem.
So, these men would have been looked at with a fair amount of
suspicion, skepticism and doubt, especially from the more
earthly-focused Jewish religious leaders of the day; yet, they
also would have been greeted with kinder and gentler attitudes
of intrigue, wonder and openness from other folks who were
willing to look out of the box for God’s activity in the world—
including the stars and the heavens. After all, didn’t God once
upon a time tell Abraham to look to the stars for the meaning of
life? So shall your descendents be, Abram, more numerous than
the stars….
Out of the box is one of the key themes in the wonderful story
of the Visit of the Magi, found in Matthew 2:1-12, which, in our
church worship cycle is commonly called The Epiphany of our
Lord (January 6th). Maybe it’s THE key theme, as we ponder
once again, before we put the Christmas decorations away,
about this most improbable journey from east to west, from far
off to very near, from far outside to close inside.
(continued on page 6 & 7)
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We have to stay financially strong. The ongoing ministry of our church is
dependent on the tithes and offerings of our people. Electronic giving is the best
way to do this. Many of you are already on our giving platform. If you are not
giving electronically, this would be a good time to do that. You can sign up here
https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/. Simply click on the button on the right hand
side that says “Give Online”. If you prefer to make your gifts by check, you can
drop it off at the church or mail it to 408 9th St NW Mandan, ND 58554. Staying
strong in worship, caring ministries, and finances are important as we work to
love and serve.
OR…...

DOWNLOAD THE “VANCO MOBILE” APP TODAY!

OR TEXT 8449340609 TO DONATE
If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the church office.
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Time to replace the carpet
Several members of First Lutheran have recognized the
need to replace the worn-out carpet in the offices of the church.
A Memorial Fund was created and the time has come to honor
those memorial gifts. The council has gotten bids on the
replacement cost, we need an additional $10,000.00 to make
this project happen. The council is asking for individuals to
contribute to the carpet fund so the carpet can be replaced
without using general fund money.

Mark Your
Calendar…

6th: LAF ~ Hot Dogs
13th: LAF ~ Sloppy Joes
20th: LAF ~ Sandwiches
27th: LAF ~ Nachos

The next mission trip meeting will be held
on Wednesday, January 5th at 5:30 p.m.
______________________________________
The youth going to
the ELCA National
Youth Gathering
will be having a
bake sale on
Sunday, January
23rd.
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Pastoral Acts
Weddings:
Logan Hendrickson & Maddy Rehn
Funerals:
Vernie Hagestuen
Norma Nelson

Memorial Fund
In memory of Frank Soule given by William & Barb Franke, Leon &
Jeanne House, Dave & Eunice Wolf, Muriel Soul, Norma Lundstrom,
Mark & Barb Evanger.
In memory of Coleen Roth given by Jim & Donna Mellmer, Darvin &
Marcella Becker, Dave & Eunice Wolf, Larry & Bonita Roth, Gerald
& Sharelle Zittleman, Mark & Faye Pederson, Nanci Schwindt,
LeAnn Severson, Rondi & Keith McGovern, Coleen Roth family.
In memory of Walter Keidel given by Mark & Barb Evanger. (for
LAF)
In memory of Vernie Hagestuen given by Faye Rodgers, Gary &
Claudia Tomanek, Norma Lundstrom (for carpet), Leona Keidel (for
LAF), Loretta White, Arden & Pat Hagerott, Dave & Eunice Wolf,
Ralph & Naida Feland, Don & Peggy Grosz.

In memory of Jill Roth given by Norm & Audrey Roth (for Sunday
School)

January ~ Mission of the Month
Weekend Meals for Mandan Kids
Items needed are Chap Stick, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit
Cups, Canned Fruit, Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding Cups,
Applesauce, Chef Boyardee', Mac & Cheese, Soups,
Hamburger Helper, Spaghetti Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, Pop
Tarts, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Rice A Roni, Pasta Roni,
Pork and Beans, Baked Beans, Pancake Mix-no eggs required
such as Krusteaz Brand, Syrup, Canned Tuna, Chicken, Ham.

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE!
You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex. Thank
you!

Special Thanks
Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers,
readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all
who have supplied goodies for the last month. Your help is
greatly appreciated!

Deadline for
articles for the
February
Newsletter will be
January 22nd.
Worship Schedule
Sunday ~
9:30 am ~ Worship
10:30 am ~ Church School
Wednesday ~
6:00 pm ~ Worship
7:00 pm ~ Confirmation
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Thank you to everyone who
took an angel tree name
and/or donated money for the
families Christmas dinner.
We had 235 kid’s names from
Mandan Public Schools and all
of the names were spoken for!
We also supplied food for
those 90 families!
Your
thoughtfulness helped a
family in need. Also, thank
you to everyone who helped
prepare and decorate the
church for the Advent and
Christmas season!
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Date: December 19, 2021
Members Present: President Mike Held, Vice President Cody Miller, Secretary Curtis
Peterson, Pastor Phil Leer, Gene Anderson, Wayne Carlson, Angela Kutzer and Carol Nitschke
Members Absent: Jodi Hammer and Kenton Holle
Additional Present: Jennifer Scheet
Meeting was called to order by President Mike Held
Approval of Agenda:
Motion made by Curtis Peterson to approve meeting agenda. Seconded by Wayne
Carlson. Motion Passed
Devotions:
Pastor Phil lead devotions.
New Business
Financial Report/Review
Curtis Peterson and Jennifer Scheet provided financials to us prior to meeting and
discussed those with us during council. Council Reviewed and all looks well at this
time and is continuing to trend positive.
2022 Budget Prep
Discussion was had around the 2022 Budget Prep.
Noted at this time that pledges are down considerably compared to last year.
Expenses were gone through in detail and updated accordingly.
Discussion around timing of raises for Staff and Clergy. Raises were factored
accordingly in the budget. Clergy is noted within their budgeted pay and
additional staff is factored in the Contingency Fund for any raises to be received in
2022.
After a lengthy discussion and a balancing point of the 2022 Budget, it was decided to
table for a couple weeks to see where we are at with additional contributions
received throughout the month of December to have a better idea of where we will
be sitting.
Official Ordination for Pastor Phil
Bishop Craig has been in contact with Pastor Phil regarding his official installation as
our Pastor at First Lutheran. Pastor Phil picked the date of his official installation
as our Pastor to be on February 6th, 2022.
Motion To Adjourn
Curtis Peterson made motion to adjourn meeting. Seconded by Cody Miller. Motion
Passed.
The Lord’s Prayer
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What: First Lutheran Church Annual Meeting

Out of the box…specifically God working out of the box to bring ALL people into the household
of his grace and into the light of Jesus the Christ. Epiphany is a word that means
“manifestation” and manifestation is a word that means, “to make known” or “to reveal; to
show.” And what a show it was! The greatest on earth OR in heaven!

When: Sunday, January 30th 10:30 A.M.
Please join us as we discuss our ministries of
the past year and plans for the coming year.

It wasn’t just the amazing reality that God was putting on flesh and bone and risking to enter
this messy and violent existence down here, it was to whom God was making Jesus known—at
least pretty early on in the Jesus story: to them!! To strangers who apparently had NO
connection to the Jewish faith whatsoever. Of all the people God could have spoken to, appeared
to, or tapped on the shoulder, in the days and months after Jesus’ birth-- in a dream, or in the
stars, or in a bush, or through a child--all the people to whom it would have made sense for God
show up, God chooses them! Just what was God up to here?
Instead of a respected rabbi, or a Pharisee who knew the scriptures inside and out, God chooses
to reveal the savior of the world to Gentile astrologers. Astrologers who could no doubt tell you
a great deal about what is up above, but maybe weren’t all that wise on matters down here
below. Especially when those matters revolved around the expectations of a Jewish messiah.
Matthew and Luke are the only two of the four gospel writers who have infancy narratives in
them—stories of the birth of Jesus--so we only have Matthew and Luke every Christmas and
Epiphany to tell us about baby Jesus. Their two stories are quite different, yet they have at
least one key similar point: When God entered the world as “Emmanuel” in Jesus, God came
for everyone. No exceptions.
After all, Luke has the good news of Christ first revealed to shepherds, probably at the bottom,
or at least near the bottom rung of society’s ladder in terms of respectability and class status.
Matthew then has the good news of Christ revealed to gentile horoscope writers, for heaven’s
sake! Non-Jewish star-gazers, “scientists” of questionable status whose are so taken with one
particular star in the sky that they are willing to bet the entire farm on the fact that it will
change their lives, and the trajectory of the whole world, forever.

(Continued from page 6)
Well, apparently a few folks over the years have thrown all caution to the wind and believed.
Count me in, too…
Epiphany Light and Joy,
Pastor Phil

All are welcome, God says in both of those stories. For Luke, all are welcome at the foot of the
manger where the Christ child lay—even lowly shepherds. For Matthew, all are welcome in
that house, directly under the star of wonder, the westward- leading-still-proceeding star with
royal beauty bright; even Gentile soothsayers from the East are welcome in God’s star-gazing,
ever-expanding, earth-focused kingdom.

When the Magi saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then opening their treasure chests, they offered the baby gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh,
extravagant gifts most appropriate for a king. And then they went home, by another way….
Did those wise men keep looking up into the stars for the meaning of life after that day? Or did
they give up star-gazing to start studying the Hebrew bible and the physical world closer to
them for the fingerprints of The Holy? Did they tell anyone on the way home about what they
had seen? Or did they keep it to themselves? What about when they got home? Did anyone
believe them? I mean, come on…would you? It’s a pretty hard-to-believe story, after all.

(Continued on next page)

Now that it is cold outside our food boxes are getting used A LOT and are
always in need of food. If you can help out that would be great! Just drop
your food off at the church office or right in the boxes.
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN FILLING THEM SO FAR!

