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Merry Christmas!

Friends in Christ,
One of my favorite things about having my youngest daughter,
Allison, attend the University of Jamestown for four years was
motoring down there each December for at least one of her
Christmas choral concerts, held during the season of Advent
each year. Her director always did such a great job in putting
together these concerts, and I usually needed to bring tissue
along, since they touched me so deeply.
In Allison’s 2013 Christmas Concert, her choir sang one
particular piece called “Mary’s Song” by the Norwegian
composer Knut Nystad that was at once both haunting and
breathtaking, both musically and lyrically. Shortly after I got
home that night, I went and did some internet Googling and
found out that the song’s beautiful lyrics are a shorter version of
a poem with the same title by a Christian poet named Luci
Shaw. Oh, my. What a treat! I thought it too lovely not to share
with all of you as we have now entered the haunting, beautiful,
contemplative season of Advent.
In this dense and evocative poem, Shaw imagines what it must
have been like to be Mary, the Mother of our Lord, as Mary
quietly cradles the baby Jesus in her arms and her “blue
homespun” swaddling cloths, probably not that long after he
was born, awash in the Sacred Mystery that for whatever
reason has chosen her to birth Him. While much of this holiday
season is all about rushing here and there, I invite you to slow
down and take some contemplative—even devotional--time with
this poem; as with most poetry, it demands a fair amount of
patience. But among other things, the mysterious and meaningfilled season of Advent gives us permission to be patient. We
are waiting for a messiah, after all.
(Continued on page 11)
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Mary’s Song
by Luci Shaw

December 2021

ANGEL TREE NAMES

Blue homespun and the bend of my breast
keep warm this small hot naked star
fallen to my arms. (Rest…
you who have had so far to come).
Now nearness satisfies
the body of God sweetly. Quietly he lies
whose vigor hurled a universe. He sleeps
whose eyelids have not closed before.

Linda Anseth will be sitting in the narthex with angel tree names until
the names are all picked up. The gifts have to be delivered to the
church no later than Wednesday, December 15th, 2021. Please
stop by and pick up a name today. They are also wanting chapstick,
hats, mittens, scarfs, & non-perishable food items (canned goods with
"pop top" lids) by the tree to give to the children. If you have any
questions please call Linda at 426-2462.

His breath (so slight it seems
no breath at all) once ruffled the dark deeps
to sprout a world. Charmed by dove’s voices,
the whisper of straw, he dreams,
hearing no music from his other spheres.
Breath, mouth, ears, eyes
he is curtailed who overflowed all skies,
all years. Older than eternity, now he
is new. Now native to earth as I am, nailed
to my poor planet, caught
that I might be free, blind in my womb
to know my darkness ended,
brought to this birth for me to be new-born,
and for him to see me mended
I must see him torn.

In order for your contributions to be posted to 2021, contributions must be
received in the church office by Tuesday, December 28th, 2021. Our mailing
address is: 408 9th St. NW, Mandan, ND 58554.
If you bring your contribution to the church office anytime after
December 28th, it cannot be recorded in 2021.
Thank you for the many ways you contribute to the ministries of this
congregation. When you share the gifts that God has entrusted you, you are
growing in your relationship with Him and ministry continues. It’s with great joy
that we can look forward to where God might be leading us in the present and in
the future.

Advent blessings, people of God. A small hot naked star has fallen into the arms of his mother
so that we and all creation would be mended in ways beyond our wildest dreams, when his alltoo-human flesh would one day be torn on a cross. Keep wondering. Keep waiting. Keep
hoping. That star has now fallen into our arms.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Phil

“And the word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).
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Mark Your
Calendar…

Upcoming Events
You are invited to join us on
December 19th at 10:45 AM
for a Christmas Program.

2nd: LAF ~ Sloppy Joes

9th: LAF ~ Sandwiches
16th: LAF ~ Nachos
23rd: No LAF

We have to stay financially strong. The ongoing ministry of our church is
dependent on the tithes and offerings of our people. Electronic giving is the best
way to do this. Many of you are already on our giving platform. If you are not
giving electronically, this would be a good time to do that. You can sign up here
https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/. Simply click on the button on the right hand
side that says “Give Online”. If you prefer to make your gifts by check, you can
drop it off at the church or mail it to 408 9th St NW Mandan, ND 58554. Staying
strong in worship, caring ministries, and finances are important as we work to
love and serve.
OR…...

DOWNLOAD THE “VANCO MOBILE” APP TODAY!

OR TEXT 8449340609 TO DONATE
If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the church office.

30th: No LAF

Come and see the First
Lutheran Stars!
Every child will receive a
goodie bag as they leave. A
cart will be in the Narthex.
Peanut-free bags are
available on request.
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Pastoral Acts
Baptisms:
Trex David Breuer
Thompson John Bold
Clayton Duane Foster
Charlotte Jeannette Myers
Funerals:
Virginia O’Brien
Joshua Rhoads
Frank Soule
Diane Hasselstrom

Memorial Fund
In memory of Coleen Roth given by Arden & Pat
Hagerott, Gary & Carol Baesler, Arlo & Gloria Heine,
Janice Nesja, Linda Stastny, Glenn & Sharon Bertsch,
Jerry & Margaret Gee.
In memory of Arley Schwindt given by Ron & Jeanne
Avey, Anita Seeman.

In memory of Harry Stastny given by Linda Stastny.
In memory of Elsie Shaw given by Linda Stastny.
In memory of Virginia O’Brien given by Arden & Pat
Hagerott.

Deadline for
articles for the
January
Newsletter will be
December18th.

December ~ Mission of the Month Worship Schedule
No Mission of the Month this month
due to the giving for the Christmas
Angel Tree!

Special Thanks
Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers,
readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all
who have supplied goodies for the last month. Your help is
greatly appreciated!

Sunday ~
9:30 am ~ Worship
10:30 am ~ Church School
Wednesday ~
6:00 pm ~ Worship
7:00 pm ~ Confirmation

Starting December 1st we
are going back to
Wednesday night worship!
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If you are not using your offering envelopes please call the
church office and let us know so we can save money on sending
them out! The church office number is 663-3594. Thank you!
___________________________________________________________
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Date: November 18, 2021
Members Present: President Mike Held, Secretary Curtis Peterson, Pastor Phil Leer, Gene
Anderson, Jodi Hammer, Kenton Holle, Wayne Carlson, Angela Kutzer and Carol Nitschke
Members Absent: Vice President Cody Miller
Additional Present: Jackie Schulz and Jennifer Scheet

DO YOU SHOP ON AMAZON?
•

You shop. Amazon gives.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to charitable organization of your choice.

•

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service.

•

Support your charitable organization by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com!

Meeting was called to order by President Mike Held
Approval of Agenda:
Motion made by Carol Nitschke to approve meeting agenda. Seconded by Jodi Hammer.
Motion Passed
Devotions:
Pastor Phil lead devotions.

Please use the link below to help us receive Amazon donations! Thank you!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0283441

New Business
•

•

CARAMEL ROLLS...
The youth going to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in July
2022 have a special deal for you! They will be selling caramel rolls
TO GO & for coffee hour on Sunday, December 5th.
It will be first come first serve.
The cost will be 1 for $3.00, 2 for $5.00 or a Dozen for $30.00

•

Financial Report/Review
*Jennifer Scheet provided financials to us prior to meeting and discussed those with
us during council. Council Reviewed and all looks well at this time and is
continuing to trend positive.
*Jennifer also advised that she has started to train Curtis in for the accounting
position and all is going well.
2022 Budget Prep
*Discussion was had around the 2022 Budget Prep.
*Noted that at this time we have only received 29 pledge cards.
*Jackie Schulz sent an additional 600 to our members as of 11/18/2021.
*Worship Committee presented their proposed budget changes.
*Discussion around timing of raises for Staff and Clergy was had as timing of the
raises last year was delayed. Possibly considering moving this back to the annual
meeting. More discussion will be had at December council meeting.
Office Purchases
*Discussion around purchasing computers for Angie Kutzer and the computer utilized
by Jennifer Scheet and Kama Hoovestol.
*Angie Kutzer recently purchased a laptop for her Seminary purposes. Discussion
was had to reimburse Angie Kutzer for the laptop she purchased and have that
computer become church property.
*Carol Nitschke made a motion to reimburse Angie Kutzer for the computer she
purchased and have that computer become church property. Seconded by Jodi
Hammer. Motion Passed.
*The second computer was then discussed.
*Wayne Carlson made a motion to approve a purchase of a second computer for the
office with an amount up to $1500.00. Seconded by Gene Anderson. Motion
Passed.
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Flooring in Offices and Hallway
*Discussion was had around the proposed carpeting of the church offices and hallway
leading to the sanctuary.
*Some funds have been designated directly for this purpose and are needing additional
funds to complete project once we move forward.
*An approximate $10,000 additional funds are in need to get project moving forward.
*Kenton Holle made a motion to approve moving forward with obtaining additional bids
from other flooring contractors and to establish a fund drive to obtain the additional
funds of $10,000 through a temple talk and bulletin announcement and get the ask out
to the members of First Lutheran. Seconded by Wayne Carlson. Motion Passed.
*Kenton Holle noted that he will draft up the ask and get to Jackie so she can have in
Sunday bulletin on 11/28/2021.
Wednesday Service-December 15th
*Angie Kutzer presented an idea for Wednesday service on December 15th to be held in
the fellowship hall that evening as the Sanctuary will be in use for the upcoming
Sunday School Christmas program.
*Church that evening will be presented as Dinner Church with a meal provided and those
that gather will have a discussion on faith.
*Discussion was had around meal options and amount authorized to spend on meal.
*Motion made by Jodi Hammer to approve the Dinner Church idea and authorize an
amount of $700 to be used to purchase a meal for those attending. Seconded by Carol
Nitschke. Motion Passed.
Piano/Art Hanging
*Discussion was had around the piano in Sanctuary and the piano in the chapel as well as
the Art Hanging above the piano in the Sanctuary.
*With the online streaming of church, the Art hanging is blocking the views of the camera
to those who are singing or participating in bell choir. Discussion was had to move the
piano in the Sanctuary and Art work to the chapel and bring the piano in the chapel
out to the Sanctuary as the piano and art work in Sanctuary were a package memorial
received.
*Kenton Holle made a motion to move the art work now and then once the pianos need to
be tuned, we would move those pianos then. Seconded by Curtis Peterson. Motion
Passed.
Additional Business
*Angie Kutzer asked the council if she would be able to attend the National Youth
gathering coming up in 2022.
*Discussion was had around budgeted amount for Chaperone’s that is covered for
attending the Youth gathering.
*Curtis Peterson made a motion to approve Angie Kutzer as an additional chaperone on
the 2022 National youth Gathering. Seconded by Jodi Hammer.
*Additional discussion was had regarding Angie Kutzer’s upcoming Seminary continuing
education in Germany for two weeks in January 2022. No motion was needed to
approve, just wanted to make council aware of this which was known prior to Angie
Kutzer being hired at First Lutheran.
Motion To Adjourn
*Curtis Peterson made motion to adjourn meeting. Seconded by Kenton Holle. Motion
Passed.
The Lord’s Prayer

