
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

408 Ninth Street NW 

Mandan, ND  58554 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Phone: 701-663-3594 

Fax: 701-663-6217 

E-mail: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org  

Building Faith and 

Transforming Lives 

in Christ. 
 

ADDRESS LABEL 

www.firstlutheranofmandan.org 

We’re on the web! 

 

Attention Church School 
Students & Parents! 

 

Join us on Sunday, September 19th  for our 
Church School Rally Day! 

 

Sunday, September 19th:   

At 10:30 A.M. all students are encouraged to 
come downstairs.  

 

All kids are welcome to join in on the fun!    

 

 

Friends in Christ,  
 
11 years ago this month, I was only a few weeks into a new pastoral call 
(First Lutheran in Harvey), and was making my way around the nursing 
home in town introducing myself to residents who were members of our 
church—or at least who were still on our membership rolls.  It was a bit of 
a tricky proposition at the time, since First Lutheran had gone through a 
congregational split over issues related to human sexuality that saw over 
200 of their members leave the church and form another congregation.  I 
approached each of those nursing home visits rather tentatively, because 
some folks I ended up visiting had either “left” First Lutheran (without 
formally transferring out yet); some folks were still on the fence; and 
some had formally transferred but were having second thoughts about 
their decision. 
 
When I made my first visit to the gentle and lovely Ione Frueh (who has 
since passed away), she graciously welcomed me into her apartment and 
the topic very quickly turned to her membership at First Lutheran (she 
was staying!).  Ione went on to tell me that she rarely could make it to 
church anymore, but that she was very faithful about watching the taped 
Sunday morning worship service each following Wednesday evening on 
the local cable-access channel.   She even told me that she “took 
communion” every time the church celebrated the sacrament—grabbing 
some bread from her kitchen and some grape juice and communing 
herself right along with the rest of the congregation.   
 
I’m not sure that that’s what Jesus and his early followers intended when 
the Lord’s Supper first became a common and integral part of Christian 
worship, but I have to believe that in God’s grand, generous, grace-
splashed kingdom, Ione’s “sacramental” celebrations on those Wednesday 
evenings were soaked with holiness and the presence of Jesus—no less so 
than the rest of us were as we communed in the “proper” way in church.  
Speaking of the slim, tender carpenter from Nazareth, Ione also told me 
something else that afternoon that I will remember for a long, long time.  
It came during our discussion of the church split and just how heart-
wrenching that had been (and still was).  She was wistful and thoughtful at 
that point; sad, but hopeful.  And then she put everything in perspective 
for all of us who are living out our faith as members of a local 
congregation.   
 
             (Continued on page 2) 
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“I love my church,” she said to me emphatically and confidently.  “And I don’t plan on leaving my church 
anytime soon.”  “But,” she added, “I love my Jesus more.” See why I haven’t forgotten her words?  What 
wisdom!  What perspective!  What faith!  And what a beautiful reminder of our priorities when it comes to 
following Jesus and practicing the faith that bears his name.  Love your church with all your heart, soul and 
mind, but love Jesus more. Always love Jesus more.  That’s as easy as it sounds and as challenging as it 
sounds.   
 
I loved my congregation in Harvey and the congregations in Rugby, Berwick, and Wolford, where I also 
served as an ordained pastor.  And I loved my childhood home congregation in Bismarck (Lord of Life); 
Good Shepherd Lutheran in Moorhead (where I worshiped in college);  Atonement Lutheran in Jamestown 
(where I worked as a youth director right out of college); American Lutheran in Gothenburg, Nebraska (where 
I served on internship); Lord of Life Lutheran outside of Dubuque, Iowa (where my young family and I 
attended during my years at seminary); and, last, but not least, I love my new call here at First Lutheran with 
all of you, and I trust you love this church as well.    
 
But as I continue to gush to you all about my love for all those congregations and the blessing each of them 
was—and is—to me, I also can hear Ione’s gentle comment in my ears, reminding me to make sure I am 
getting my priorities straight with this whole love business.  Yes, Ione, you are right:  I am called to love 
Jesus more than I love any of those churches.  And by extension, more than anything—or anyone--else that I 
love in my life.       
 
Thank you my dear, for setting me straight regarding our priorities as a people of God, baptized into this 
amazing faith that bears the name of the crucified and risen one.   More.  Yes, always love Jesus more.  Rest 
in peace, wise and gentle soul. Thank you for the loving reminder.   
 
 
Peace in Christ, 
 
Pastor Phil                  

ATTENTION ALL QUILTERS: 

Quilting is starting up again!!  September 20th & 21st  and September 27th & 

September 28th from 9:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.  You don’t need any experience, just 

come and have fun.  Bring a sack lunch. 

Church Picnic: 

We will have a picnic at the Eagles 

Park in Mandan-100 14th St NE, on 

Sunday, September 19th at Noon.  All 

church families are invited.  

Hamburgers and hotdogs will be 

provided.  Please join us for worship, 

food & fun! 

Last names starting with A through 

M bring a SALAD & N through Z 

bring a DESSERT. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Church School is starting soon!! 

If you have not already registered your child for church school, please do so as soon 
as possible.   

Register on our website.   

• Rally Sunday:  September 19th from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

• As of now we will only have Sunday School.   

• At this time there will be no Wednesday Church School, however we will continue 
to explore our options going forward.   

First Lutheran’s “Lunch at First” (LAF) program feeds about 400 of our Mandan High School students 
each week during the school year!  It’s a ministry that has grown immensely over the past few years and 
promises to grow into the future.  It’s great to witness God working through our volunteers as they serve 
and our young people as they are served – all disciples of Jesus Christ!   

As the numbers of young people served has grown, naturally so has the budget for LAF.  It costs about 
$500 a week to feed these young people. 

So, we are asking individuals, families, businesses and corporations for some financial assistance as 

we move into the Fall.  If you, your family or business would like to sponsor a LAF meal – it would go a 

long way toward funding LAF.  Maybe a group of families would like to sponsor a meal … and help 

serve it!!  Whatever the case – let us know and thank you in advance for your contribution toward 

bringing Jesus’ command, “Feed my sheep …” to our high school students. 
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Mark Your 

Calendar… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

All Children Pre-k through 7th grade are 
invited to join us for the start of our church 

school program.   
  

Sunday, September 19th at 10:30 AM 
 

Please register via our website.   

Don't forget: 

Sunday School 

starts September 

19th 

Attention All 8th & 9th Graders              

and Parents: 

A confirmation orientation meeting has 

been scheduled for Wednesday, 

September 15th at 7:00 P.M.    

If you plan to start confirmation 

classes in the fall, you need to attend 

this meeting.   

Register on our website.   

We are also looking for adults to serve as small group 

leaders; if you are interested please contact the office.   

ATTENTION Confirmation Students: 

Confirmation classes will start on Wednesday, September 22nd 

at 7:00 P.M for all 8th & 9th graders.   
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Sunday ~ 

 9:30 am ~ Worship 

           10:30 am ~ Church School 

  

 Wednesday ~ 

 7:00 pm  ~ Confirmation 

Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 
Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms:   

 Asher Lee Hagerott 

 Melanie Elizabeth Kainz 

   

Weddings: 

 Rick Morel & Terri Volk 

 

Funerals: 

 Elsie Shaw  

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Pat Voigt given by Don & Peggy Grosz. 

In memory of Curt Flaa given by Faye Rodgers. 

In memory of Harry, Gerald, Sandy Renken, Ruth 

Renken, Herb Renken, Chester & Alvina Jerabek, 

Darwin Jerabek, Dean & Sandy Olson given by Hilda 

Renken.  

In memory of Elsie Shaw given by John & Elaine 

London, Mike, Cathy & Deanna Ringler. 

Deadline for 

articles for the 

October Newsletter 

will be September 

18th.  

 

September~ Mission of the Month 

Weekend Meals for Mandan Kids 

Items needed are Chap Stick, Canned Tuna, Canned Chicken, 

Canned Ham, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit Cups, Canned Fruit, 

Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding Cups, Applesauce, Chef 

Boyardee', Mac & Cheese, Soups, Hamburger Helper, Spaghetti 

Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, Pop Tarts, Instant Mashed Potatoes, 

Rice A Roni, Pasta Roni, Pork and Beans, Baked Beans, Pancake 

Mix-no eggs required such as Krusteaz Brand, Syrup.  

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE! 

You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex.  Thank 

you!  
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If you have a loved one in the Nursing Home or Hospital 

please let us know so we can get them on our visitation 

list.  Thank you so much! 

Our food boxes are getting used A LOT and are always in need of 
food.  If you can help out that would be great!  Just drop your food 

off at the church office or right in the boxes.   
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN FILLING THEM 

SO FAR! 
 

ATTENTION:  YOUTH WHO ARE IN THE 8
TH

 TO 12
TH

 GRADE 
(FALL 2021)  

We will be having a Mission Trip Meeting on Wednesday, 
September 8

th
 at 6:30 p.m.  If you are interested in going to the 

National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis please join us.   

YOU MUST LET US KNOW BY MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15
TH

 IF 
YOU ARE GOING.   

(Due to us going with CCM we can not accept late comers) 
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

Date: August 19, 2021 

 

Members Present: President Mike Held, Secretary Curtis Peterson, Pastor Phil Leer, Chris 

Hambrick, Gene Anderson, Jodi Hammer, Vice President Cody Miller, Kenton Holle, and Carol 

Nitschke 

Members Absent: Wayne Carlson 

Additional Present: Jackie Schultz and Lori Myers 

Meeting was called to order by President Mike Held 

Approval of Agenda:  

Motion made by Jodi Hammer to approve meeting agenda. Seconded by Kenton Holle. 

Motion Passed 

 

Devotions: 

 Pastor Phil lead devotions. 

 

 

New Business 

• Financial Report/Review 

 *Jennifer Scheet (not present) provided financials to us prior to meeting.  Council  

            Reviewed and all looks well at this time is trending positively. 

 

• Chris Hambrick 

 *Chris announced his resignation from Council effective immediately.  Chris feels his  

             time would be better assist in other areas of the church. 

 *With the announcement of Chris’ resigning we will need to look to fill Chris’ term of  

             which remains a year and four months roughly on the council. 

 *A few names of individuals were discussed and a few mentioned that they would reach  

             out and see if we could at least get someone to cover until annual meeting or the  

             remaining term. 

• Wednesday Church School 

 *Update from Pastor Phil that an individual has stepped forward willing to take on  

             Wednesday Church School.  Plan to start Wednesday School after the 1st of the year  

             2022, to allow time to get all organized for this individual to take on this role. 

• Employee Reviews Update 

 *President Mike Held and Pastor Phil have completed the employee reviews for Jackie  

            and Brian. Per budget the max 3% increase has been approved for each party which was  

            previously approved. No further discussion. 

• COVID Update 

 *Leave current protocol in place for time being, but monitor closely as numbers rise  

             again. 
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• Church Van 

 *Peeling paint issue is in process of being fixed as well as additional that was noticed  

            after the youth trip in July. 

 *Further discussion was had around the usage of the van and if needed at all or if we  

             look to have the van wrapped to avoid the peeling paint issue.  Noted that the van is not  

             used as much as it had been pre-COVID, but may pickup once LAF is started back up. 

• Task Force 

 *Presented their recommendation to move forward with a Deacon for FLC. 

 *Council has asked that Task Force put together a job description for the hire of  

             suggested individual to hire by next council meeting in September. 

 *Once job description is in place the executive team will discuss compensation and  

             Benefits 

 *Attached to the minutes is a copy of the report and summary provided to the council  

            from the Task Force Committee. 

 *Motion made by Cody Miller to proceed in moving forward with a Deacon hire and the  

             task force to complete a job description for hire by September council meeting.  2nd by  

            Jodi Hammer.  No Further Discussion. Motion passed. 

• Additional Business 

 *LAF to start back up Fall 2021.  Will continue to monitor the guidance from schools and  

             health department regarding COVID. 

 *Wednesday Church service to start back up beginning in October 2021. 

 *Sunday Morning Coffee Hour – Jackie and Pastor Phil have been tasked to move  

            forward with coffee hour and to determine a spot to hold as Sunday School will continue  

            to be in the fellowship hall. 

 *Church picnic to be held September 19th, 2021. 

  - Lori, Gene and Kenton are doing some checking on grills and will communicate  

                       with each other and Jackie on an update regarding a grill to use for the picnic. 

  - Cody and Mike will pick up buns for picnic 

  - Jackie is in charge of the Hamburgers and Hot Dogs. 

  - Permit will need to be put up the morning of the picnic.  

• Reports 

 *Pastor Phil presented his pastoral report since our last Council meeting.    

 *No Stewardship update, but do need to get together to determine pledge cards. 

 *Youth Committee-Jodi Hammer presented that youth Mission Trip went well.  Day 1   

             the youth took part in “The Feed My Starving Children”. Day 2 was spent at Wisconsin   

             Dells, had fun, but like everywhere these days no help or service. Day 3 youth  

             volunteered at “Habitat for Humanity”. Contact at Habitat for Humanity gave our 

             youth that attended from First Lutheran a phenomenal review and could not thank us  

             enough.  Also asked that we keep them in mind down the road. 

• Motion to Adjourn 

 *Motion made by Kenton Holle. Seconded by Cody Miller. Motion Passed 

• The Lord’s Prayer 

 


