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Friends in Christ,
August? Are you kidding me? August already? We all know summer
goes fast, but good heavens, where has this speedy summer gone?
Yesterday (July 17th) already marks six months since my first Sunday
leading worship here with you, and in some ways, it feels like I just got
here. What a mystery time is! Speaking of time, soon it will be time for
our “First Lutheran’s Future” Task Force to bring a staffing
recommendation to the Church Council, so I thought it may be helpful to
bring you up to speed on what God and we have been up to the past two
and a half months.
Our first meeting as a Task Force was May 12th, and we put a lot of things
on the table that night, including much discussion about needs and
priorities of this congregation as we see them, as well as all the different
possibilities that are out there, regarding adding staff (e.g.: pastor; deacon;
youth director; music director, etc.). What energy that night!
I used the First Reading for that upcoming Sunday in worship as our
devotion for the meeting, since it seemed so appropriate—not only for the
specific tasks we had been entrusted with as a task force, but also as a
reminder to all of us that in all things, and “in every matter under heaven,”
we are called to seek God’s guidance and discern where the Holy Spirit
may be leading us.
In that reading from Acts (1: 15-26), Jesus had just ascended into heaven,
and one of the apostles’ first tasks after his departure was to find a
replacement for Judas (since they needed to bring their number back to
12). So, they turned to where we are all called to turn as people of faith
when we have big decisions to make: prayer. “Lord, you know
everyone’s heart,” they prayed. “Show us which one of these two [the two
people that were proposed to take Judas’s spot] you have chosen…”
I have continued to come back to that brief prayer as a reminder to trust:
that God not only knows all our hearts, but also hears all our prayers and
will raise up a person or persons to assist with our particular ministries
here at First Lutheran. It’s sometimes easy to forget that we are in the
“God business” and that, first and foremost, we are always seeking to do
God’s will in this world, while keeping our own wills somewhat in check
(even though that’s usually very hard to do!). Jesus reminds us which of
these “wills” is to come first during his prayer to God in the Garden of
Gethsemane shortly before he heads to the cross (Matthew 14: 32ff.): “Yet
not what I want, but what you want.”
(Continued on page 9)
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ATTENTION: YOUTH WHO ARE IN THE 8
(FALL 2021)

TH

TO 12

TH

Friendship Circle is collecting school supplies for Lutheran World Relief.

GRADE

We will be having a Mission Trip Meeting on Wednesday, August
4th at 6:30 p.m. If you are interested in going to the National
Youth Gathering in Minneapolis please join us.

Items needed: (for one complete school kit)

•

Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide-or college-ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper

•

One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other

•

One pencil sharpener

•

One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)

•

Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band

•

Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band

•

One box of 16 or 24 crayons

•

One 2½” eraser
One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth or nylon bag approximately 14” X 17” with shoulder straps (no standard
backpacks)

You may drop off these items in the Narthex in the boxes provided.

First Lutheran Church will be preparing and serving “The
Banquet” on Saturday, August 14th at Trinity Lutheran Church
in Bismarck. We are looking for cooks, servers, dishwashers,
and people to help clean up. If you would like to help, please
call the church office at 663-3594. Thank you!

Thrivent “Choice Dollars”
If you are a member of Thrivent you are eligible to designate “Choice Dollars” and submit Action
Teams.
•

People who have insurance or annuity products from Thrivent get to designate “Choice Dollars”
to qualified organizations. This money is not from your Thrivent account but is donated by
Thrivent and will go unused if you do not dedicate it. By selecting First Lutheran Church those
dollars get used by the church for various group activities.

•

Every member of Thrivent (16 & over) is eligible to submit two “Action Teams” a year. An action
team can be an event that builds up the community/church or that is a fundraising event for
various groups. Thrivent will give groups $250.00 in seed money as well as t-shirts, etc. for
items/advertising that may be needed for events. We have seen action team money used here
for LAF, Donkey Basketball and for other mission trip fundraisers.

We have many activities going on here at First Lutheran Church and these groups would qualify for
Thrivent help.
If you have any questions please call your Thrivent rep and they will get you started.

Remember….If you don’t dedicate your money it goes unused!
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Mark Your
Calendar…

Upcoming Events

Attention All 8th & 9th Graders
and Parents:
A confirmation orientation meeting has
been scheduled for Wednesday,
September 15th at 7:00 P.M.

If you plan to start confirmation
classes in the fall, you need to attend
this meeting.
Register on our website.
We are also looking for adults to serve as small group
leaders; if you are interested please contact the office.
ATTENTION Confirmation Students:
Confirmation classes will start on Wednesday, September 22nd
at 7:00 P.M for all 8th & 9th graders.

Church School is starting soon!!
If you have not already registered your child for church school, please
do so as soon as possible. Register on our website.
•

Rally Sunday: September 19th from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

•

As of now we will only have Sunday School.

•

At this time there will be no Wednesday Church School, however
we will continue to explore our options going forward.
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Pastoral Acts
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We have had good energy and conversation every time we have met, and I have been so very thankful for the
passion and commitment I have witnessed at each meeting; it’s a great group of folks! Tomorrow will be our
5th meeting together, and I suspect we are getting close to bringing a formal recommendation to the church
council at their August meeting; that was a goal we set during our last time together. Once we “hand-off” the
recommendation to the Council, then the Council will decide whether to accept our recommendation or not. If
it’s “a go,” then the Council will begin the formal work of partnering with the Western North Dakota Synod as
we enter either a hiring process (for someone who is not ordained in the ELCA) or a call process (for someone
who is on the ordained roster of the ELCA).

Baptisms:
Blakely Rae Beehler
Funerals:
Jan Pratt
Pat Voigt
Bev Hogan
Wedding:

Please know that our group is under no illusions that adding one person to our staff is going to address all the
various needs we have in this congregation. That is a lot to heap onto one person! So, think of this as a first
step towards this next chapter in our life together as God’s people. God is good, and our group has truly
sensed the Holy Spirit’s guidance in this process. We are very excited to see where God will lead us in the
days ahead.

Weston Meckle & Breanna Olson
Dominic Haugen & Savannah Miller
Billy Dillman & Christine Rebenitsch

In the meantime, please continue to be like those early apostles and pray that God will keep showing us the
directions we need to go, and will raise up someone who will one day join us as a partner in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ here in this particular corner of God’s kingdom on earth—in Mandan, on 4th Avenue and 9th Street
NW.

Memorial Fund
In memory of Jan Pratt given by Tracy Stein, Corby Rachel,
Sally Ostenrude, Katherine Anagnost, Timothy & Bonita
Leingang, Edith Otto, Dakota Community Bank, Gail
Hagerty, Jack Christenson, Dawn Belmonte, Sara & Dave
Christianson, Donna Gillig, Pam & Jerry Mcclure, Randy &
Peggy Ganyo, Joan Kelsch, Mark & Cindy Fliginger, Larry &
Sally Miller, Tracy & Jane Porter, Tom & Christine York,
Terry & Collette Kraft, Elaine Rudd, Gary Surdel & Karen
Bohn, Doug & Julie Goodman, Dennis & Linda Urlacher,
Peter Linfoot & Louise Bourassa, Mary Zadrozny, Leon &
Jeanne House, Bill & Peggy Robinson, Kathy Brandvold, Mark
& Kristin Leingang, friends & family of Brad Pratt, Randall &
Mary Omlie, Robert & Elizabeth Gibb. (for LAF), Gary &
Claudia Tomanek (for carpet)
In memory of Walter Keidel given by Leona Keidel. (for LAF)

Thanks be to God for all God’s good gifts!

Deadline for
articles for the
September
Newsletter will be
August 21st.

Pastor Phil

In memory of Bev Hogan given by Leona Keidel.

Worship Schedule

August ~ Mission of the Month
Lutheran World Relief
See page 11 for full details!

Special Thanks
Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers,
readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all
who have supplied goodies for the last month. Your help is
greatly appreciated!

Sunday ~
9:30 am

We are exploring the option of Wednesday School but
we are in need of someone to spearhead it and
volunteer to make Wednesday Church School run
smoothly. If you are interested please call the church
office at 663-3594.
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Date: June 17, 2021
Members Present: President Mike Held, Secretary Curtis Peterson, Pastor Phil Leer, Chris
Hambrick, Gene Anderson, Jodi Hammer, and Wayne Carlson
Members Absent: Vice President Cody Miller, Kenton Holle and Carol Nitschke
Additional Present: Jackie Schulz and Jennifer Scheet
Meeting was called to order by President Mike Held
Approval of Agenda:
Motion made by Wayne Carlson. Seconded by Curtis Peterson. Motion Passed

We have to stay financially strong. The ongoing ministry of our church is
dependent on the tithes and offerings of our people. Electronic giving is the best
way to do this. Many of you are already on our giving platform. If you are not
giving electronically, this would be a good time to do that. You can sign up here
https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/. Simply click on the button on the right hand
side that says “Give Online”. If you prefer to make your gifts by check, you can
drop it off at the church or mail it to 408 9th St NW Mandan, ND 58554. Staying
strong in worship, caring ministries, and finances are important as we work to
love and serve.

Devotions:
Pastor Phil lead devotions.
New Business
•

Financial Report/Review
*Jennifer Scheet presented financials with us.

•

Wednesday Church School
*Pastor Phil to visit with Kama.
*Possibility to look at an Assistant to Kama to manage Wednesday night church
school.
*Discussion was had on possibility of an enrollment fee to offset some of the costs
associated with church school.
*Need a lot of volunteers, Jackie will put in announcements and newsletter to get
feelers out if there is any interest from anyone to take on Wednesday night church
school.

•

Kyler Scout Project
*Kyler is working on his Eagle scout project and is proposing to build a memorial and
3 crosses with solar lights on them and a stone in front dedicating in memorial to
Kyler’ grandfather Rev. Richard M Hagestuen
*Kyler has been in contact with Chris Hambrick and Brian regarding the project.
*Discussion was also had to possibly look at the upsize of the memorial stone so it
would be more visible.
*Jodi made a Motion to approve the Eagle Scout project presented by Tyler. Seconded
by Chris Hambrick.

•

4th of July Parade/Service
*Decorating of float will be on July 3rd at 2:00pm.
*More information will come out prior to parade day.

OR…...

DOWNLOAD THE “GIVE PLUS” APP TODAY!

OR TEXT 8449340609 TO DONATE
If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the church office.
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•

Church Van
*Peeling paint issue, discussion was had to get a couple of estimates to explore cost of
repainting the entire van. In review of the peeling paint advised to just have the
spot that is peeling fixed and get a cost for just that work.

•

Reports
*Pastor Phil presented his pastoral report since our last Council meeting. Copy was
provided to all present.
*Youth Committee-Jodi Hammer presented that youth will have final Mission Trip
Meeting this coming Monday. Buggies in Blue was not a great fundraiser for the
kids, may need to look at other options. 13 are going on the upcoming Mission
Trip.
*First Lutheran Task Force along with Worship Committee-Pastor Phil presented.
Discussion presented that all members of Task Force are very passionate for our
congregation and church at First Lutheran. Additional update from Task Force
since their meeting a week ago is the possibility of a Deacon versus an Associate
Pastor. Task Force and Pastor Phil have had multiple conversations with
individuals concerning Deacon role in the church and are hoping to provide a
recommendation to the council by early August.

•

Motion to Adjourn
*Motion made by Curtis Peterson. Seconded by Jodi Hammer. Motion Passed

