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Friends in Christ,
After forty days of hanging around with the disciples, passing through
walls, eating broiled fish, and playing a little hide-and-go seek on the road
to Emmaus, Jesus (the resurrected-but-still-bearing-wounds model)
prepared his closest followers to take over his ministry in his
absence. “But you will receive power,” Jesus told them, “when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
And then, like a duck gracefully rising out of a prairie slough (only drier,
and wearing a robe and sandals), Jesus was lifted up out of their sight by a
cloud serving as some sort of heavenly taxi. “He ascended into heaven,”
our creeds tell us, giving us one of the “quieter” festivals of the church
year, and one that often slides into our pews without much fanfare: The
Ascension of our Lord. The gawking disciples—the apostles, as they
were now called—hadn’t even had a chance to wipe off the drool from
their beards before two men in white robes beamed down from Godknows-where and startled them with this comment: “This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven…and here’s a little towel for each of you to wipe
off those beards.” So, the apostles went to Jerusalem, as they were told,
and waited there. And they probably had a snack.
And then, about a week and a half later, Pentecost happened. “Suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they (the apostles) were sitting.” Jesus was
back! He may have “gone up” in that cloud, but ten days later, he had
“come down”—this time, for good. And now Jesus wasn’t hungry for fish
or toast, he was, frankly, going to show off a bit with his best impression
of a typical day in North Dakota. Does the wind ever stop blowing here?
I still think the best definition of The Holy Spirit that I’ve heard over the
years came from one of my former confirmation students, who once took
a break from bouncing off the walls and quite thoughtfully blurted out,
“The Holy Spirit is Jesus in wind form.” What I love about that definition
is that it gets at what those guys in white robes were trying to convey to
the apostles that day Jesus floated away to be with his father.
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The Holy Spirit was not going to be some other-worldy cosmic ghost, a completely separate entity from the
flesh-and-blood savior of the world who healed the sick and hung on a cross; The Holy Spirit would be that
same person! Only he would now have no need for a toothbrush or a comb. What a strange and beautiful faith
we profess: a crucified, risen and ascended messiah who goes to be at the right hand of God, only to come
again and show up in the lives of believers and non-believers alike.
How is that possible? No wonder the Angel Gabriel once told a sweet and somewhat-incredulous Mary, “For
nothing will be impossible with God.” Jesus: hanging out at God’s right hand and holding steady right here in
our hearts. It doesn’t make much sense, but it’s the best good news you will hear this day, or any day for that
matter.
Pentecost was the day Jesus blew back down to earth and promised to never blow away for 10 days (or for
even one) ever again. That crazy-but-beautiful day in Jerusalem may have been quite the bad hair day for the
apostles and quite a hair-raising day for all of Jesus’ enemies, but it was a powerfully good day for everyone
who still dared believe the impossible: God really does want to be this close to us after all. And it’s still
powerfully good news for you and me today, because what started back then on that wild and windy day in
Jerusalem, still continues to this day, in wild and windy North Dakota, and to all the ends of the earth.
Power! Mystery! Good news! Pentecost today: windy, wonderful Jesus winding his way into our oft-weary
hearts, giving us strength and courage to be his apostolic people in this weird and wonderful world, celebrating
grace, clinging to the cross, blabbing about the resurrection, and bearing hope to all in need. Power-filled and
powerful stuff!
The following is a lovely poem by the late German poet Rainer Maria Rilke, which I lifted from a friend’s
church newsletter a few years back and then taped to my office door in my first parish. Rilke doesn’t mention
windy Jesus in his poem, but I found Jesus in there, nonetheless. And I also found the holy breath and fire of
Pentecost, too…
God speaks to us as he makes us,
then walks with us silently out of the night.
These are words we dimly hear:
You, sent out beyond your recall,
go to the limits of your longing.
Embody me.
Flare up like a flame
and make big shadows I can move in.
Let everything happen to you: beauty and terror.
Just keep going. No feeling is final.
Don’t let yourself lose me.
Nearby is the country called life.
You will know it by its seriousness.
Give me your hand.
Pentecost Peace and Power,

Pastor Phil
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LOOK WHATS BACK…..

Mark Your
Calendar…

Upcoming Events

Join us for Vacation Bible School!
Come and join us for 1 day of fun!

The youth going to Minneapolis/the Wisconsin
Dells in July have a special deal for you!
They will be selling caramel rolls TO GO on
these Sundays: May 2, 9, 16 & 23.
It will be first come first serve and if we run out
you still have the opportunity to purchase
caramel rolls the following Sundays above.

Counselors from Camp of the Cross Ministries will be here to help us
learn and grow in Christ.
All K–6th graders are invited to join us Tuesday, July 13th from
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM.
The cost is ONLY $10 per child.
Please register your child/children as soon as possible!
Go to our website and register your child. Click on 2020-2021
REGISTRATION PAGE tab.

Happy Mother’s
Day to all the
women of our
congregation!
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Attention Senior Parents: We mailed a letter out to you on April
16th regarding the Senior Recognition Service that will be held on
Sunday, May 23rd at the 9:30 A.M. service. Seniors will also need to
have your picture sent to the church before 5:00 P.M. on Friday, the 8th
of May.

Pastoral Acts
Baptisms:
Ames Christian Erickson
Clarissa Jane Farley
Bentlee Jacob Pertile
Funerals:
Pat Dockter
Becky Hilfer

Please send the picture to jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org.

Burial:
Darlene Sterna

Memorial Fund
In memory of Pat Dockter given by Leona Keidel, Ron &
Laura Webb, Gary & Claudia Tomanek, Arden & Pat
Hagerott, Norma Lundstrom, Ralph & Naida Feland,
Dave & Eunice Wolf (for carpet), Linda Stastny, Gary &
Darlene Flaa, Fred & Judy Bott.
In memory of Elaine Wright given by Ralph & Naida
Feland, Linda Stastny.

May ~ Mission of the Month
Camp of the Cross Ministries
Items needed are Food, Crafts, Paper Goods, Office
Supplies, & Miscellaneous Items. You may put
your items in the boxes in the Narthex. Thanks!

Deadline for
articles for the
June/July
Newsletter will be
May 22nd.
Worship Schedule
Sunday ~
9:30 am

Special Thanks
Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers,
readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all
who have supplied goodies for the last month. Your help is
greatly appreciated!

A huge THANK YOU to all of our Church School teachers
and Confirmation leaders who gave of their time and
talents this year to bring the Gospel of our Lord to our
children of First Lutheran! You are a blessing to us all!
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Date: March 18, 2021
Members Present: President Mike Held, Vice President Cody Miller, Secretary Curtis
Peterson, Pastor Phil Leer, Chris Hambrick, Carol Nitschke, Wayne Carlson, Kenton Holle,
Gene Anderson, Jodi Hammer
Members Absent: None
Additional Present: Jackie Schulz, Jennifer Scheet, and Cory Berry
Meeting was called to order by President Mike Held
Approval of Agenda:
Motion made by Curtis Peterson. Seconded by Jodi Hammer. Motion Passed
Devotions:
Pastor Phil lead devotions.
Old Business
• Outside Facility use policy
*Further Discussion on updating current policy using church facility for Profit and NonProfit organizations. Wayne and Chris will draft an updated policy to show appropriate
fee collection for the usage of the facility for Profit or Non-Profit organizations. Send to
Cody and Gene to review before April’s council meeting.
•

Church Services/COVID Restrictions Update
*Continued discussion on handling of current COVID restrictions and church services.
*Carol Nitschke made a motion to continue with the recommendation of mask usage and
to remove the ropes from the pews. Seconded by Chris Hambrick. Motion Passed.

New Business
•

Financial Report/Review
*Cory from CB accounting reviewed February financials with us.
*Accountant concerns were discussed with multiple errors being noted in the 3 months
with CB accounting.
*Discussion presented to hire Jennifer Scheet back to handle First Lutheran accounting
and relieve CB accounting from their services. Cody Miller made motion to hire Jennifer
back at original pay rate that was earned in 2020 and to bring ADP payroll services
back. Seconded by Carol Nitschke. Motion passed.

•

Worship Director Position
*Worship committee has met and are in the stages of implementing a Future of First
Lutheran task force for the immediate and long term future of First Lutheran.
*Worship committee is looking for a range of ages to assist in this task force
and preferably outside of council.
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Pastoral Report
*Pastor Phil provided an update to us regarding his pastoral acts and activities.
*Pastor Phil was approached regarding a project Kyler Reile needs to complete for his
Eagle Scout designation. Council advised to visit with Brian on items that could be
completed to allow Kyler to complete.

•

Vacation Bible School
*Discussion on VBS as Camp of the Cross is no longer doing the week long program.
*Camp of the Cross is offering a one day camp. Jackie will communicate with Camp of
the Cross to get this set up.

•

4th of July Parade
*Discussion was presented to get registered for the upcoming 4th of July Parade.
*Jackie will get First Lutheran registered.

•

Motion to Adjourn
Motion made by Cody Miller. Seconded by Wayne Carlson. Motion Passed

ATTENTION YOUTH
Any 8th (you must be in 8th grade starting this fall) -12th
graders: if you are interested in going to the National Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis on July 24th-28th, 2022 please come to
the meeting on Wednesday, May 5th at 6:30 p.m.

(ROOT) BEER AND HYMNS RETURNS! - (Root) Beer and
Hymns will begin resume on Monday, May 3rd and the first
Monday of each month thereafter. It will be held from 7:00 p.m.9:00 p.m. in Trinity’s outdoor Peace Chapel on their green space
on 4th Street. Please bring you own chair or blanket. Root beer
and water will be provided.
_____________________________________________________

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS:
We are going to be having 1 LAF on Thursday, May 13th from
11:00 a.m.-1:15 p.m. LAF will be sponsored by Dakota
Community Bank & Leingang Home Center. Please tell your
friends and come on over ~ WE MISS YOU!

We are looking for people to help decorate a
float & also walkers for the Fourth of July
parade. If you are interested please call the
church office at 663-3594. This will be a
GOOD time to get to know one another and
have some FUN along with it!

