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Friends in Christ,
The last time I led an in-person Good Friday worship service was a little
over two years ago, since COVID had forced most church communities to
go exclusively on-line for Holy Week and Easter last year. That will
easily be one of the most memorable—and haunting—Good Fridays I will
ever experience. The weekend before Good Friday that year, a young
woman from our parish—Kayla--had tragically taken her life, and the
family decided to have the funeral on Good Friday morning. Good
Friday is always a sad, somber and contemplative day, as the cross of
Christ is front-and-center that day, but there was an added depth of
sorrow for all of us as we gathered for worship that evening. I had a lot
on my mind that day, including a really good book I had recently read
(from one of my favorite preachers/writers), and as I transitioned from the
morning funeral service to the evening Good Friday service, I wrote the
following sermon. I pray that this may provide some helpful Lenten
reflection for you this month as we continue on our journeys to the cross.
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Friends in Christ, Grace and peace to you from God our father and from
our Lord and savior, Jesus, the crucified Christ. There is much to admire
in other religions. The Lutheran Swedish scholar and bishop Krister
Stendahl once gave us three bits of advice about how we are to approach
folks who believe differently than we do.

First Lutheran Is A Mission
Partner with Camp of the
Cross Ministries

“When trying to understand another religion,” Stendahl said, “you should
ask the adherents of that religion, and not its enemies.” Stendahl would
point us to the folks who are quietly living out their particular faith just
like you and I are, not the ones who are on the extreme other end of the
spectrum (like extremists who distort the faith and become
terrorists). Talk to the neighbor down the block who pays his taxes,
whose kids go to school with your kids, and whose entire family gets
down on their knees five times a day to pray.
That’s number one. Number two is, “Don’t compare our best to their
worst.” We see this all too often today, don’t we? The reality is, all
religions have their best examples, and all religions have their worst
examples. Compare our best to their best, might be the logical extension
of that saying.

(Continued on page 2)
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And last but not least, with his third little tidbit of advice, Stendahl says that when approaching folks from
other religions, we should always leave room for what he calls Holy Envy: Stay curious, open, and accepting
of folks who believe differently than you do. We don’t have to believe as they believe, of course, but we have
much to learn from how others practice their faith. At the end of the day, a little Holy Envy will make for a
much more interesting world.
Personally, I have a lot of Holy Envy—always have. I envied the native drum ceremony at the funeral today
and the beautiful traditional native outfit the young male dancer wore. And I told him so! “Wow, you look so
beautiful,” I said, before I quickly corrected myself and said, “Or maybe I should say ‘handsome’?” [Kayla’s
extended family included folks of Native American heritage].
I envy Jews for their dedication and faithfulness to all their many traditions. I envy faithful Muslims who put
me to shame with their amazing prayer life. I even (sortof) envy Hindus for having so many gods for so many
different things—that sounds like it might come in pretty handy! At the end of the day, a little healthy and
respectful dose of Holy Envy will make for a much more interesting…and thoughtful world.
Whenever a new Barbara Brown Taylor book comes out, I am one of the first in line to grab it; she could write
a bunch of recipes down on cards and I’d probably go on Amazon and order them, even though frying eggs is
about as fancy as I ever get when it comes to cooking. Her latest book doesn’t disappoint, and I highly
recommend it to you. It’s called, appropriately, Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others.
It’s a great book and it essentially is a memoir filled with a good many of the experiences she has had over the
years in her college classroom and on field trips working with her students in the World Religions class she
teaches at her college. Taylor is an Episcopalian filled with much Holy Envy like me, and has, as she puts it,
“found God” in many other places other than just in the Christian church she still to this day calls “home.” I
think maybe we could start a Holy Envy club. At the end of the day, a little Holy Envy just might make for a
much more interesting…thoughtful…and kind world.
I hope to live the rest of my life with a decent dose of Holy Envy, religious humility, and generous openness,
and I pray God help me along that path. But this much is certain: as envious as I might get about the faith of
other people and how their devotion to their faith can make me more committed to mine, I was reminded
earlier today that the truth behind this strange, haunting, sad and beautiful mystery called Good Friday is that I
am still going to keep finding God first and foremost on a cross. Suffering and dying for the sins and salvation
of a broken and bruised world.
I don’t know how someone from one of the other major religions in the world would approach this, but there is
not much anyone can say when a young, beautiful woman of 32 years takes her own life and leaves her
stunned family and friends to pick up the pieces and try to move on-- especially her three beautiful kids. But
as hard as this morning was for me and for the 200+ people who came here, I knew I had something to say,
something my particular religion gives me to cling to, lean on, and find hope in, especially at such a tragic
time like this.
I talked about many things in my sermon this morning, but essentially, I just pointed again and again to
the mystery of the cross. And to a God who suffers there and dies.
So, while there is much to envy in so many of the other world religions these days, and I will keep
recommending this wonderful book to anyone who will listen, I will always find God first and foremost on the
cross. Amen.
Grace and peace, First Lutheran friends, as we continue to contemplate the cross these holy and haunting
Lenten days. -Pastor Phil

PAGE 10

FI R S T LU T H E R A N C HU R C H

MA R C H 2 0 2 1

Mark Your
Calendar…

3rd: 7pm - Confirmation
10th: 7pm - Confirmation
17th: No Confirmation
24th: Confirmation
31st: Confirmation Small Group

Upcoming Events

Dear Parents & other Caregivers of 2nd
Graders
2nd graders will be receiving their own Bible on Sunday, March 7th at a
special service that will take place at 11:20 A.M. Due to social distancing
and limited amount of people that can attend each service, we felt it would
be safer to have a separate service for the 2nd graders to receive their
bibles.
This service will happen right after church school. Please join us in the
sanctuary after church school for a small service for your 2nd grader to
receive their Bible.
Please contact Jackie Schulz at 663-3594 or by email
jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org, if you have any questions.
If you do not feel comfortable attending worship, please contact Jackie to
make arrangements to pick up your bible after March 7th.

All 5th graders are invited to come and
learn about the Sacrament of Holy
Communion!!
Class will be held on Sunday, March 28th at 2:00 P.M. First
Communion will take place on Maundy Thursday, April 1st at 7 P.M.
with a group picture before hand.
The class will be held at First Lutheran Church in Mandan. Parents
or guardians should attend with their youth.
If you plan to attend the class, please call the church at 663-3594 or
email Jackie (jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org) by Wednesday,
March 15th.
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Pastoral Acts
Baptisms:
Braxtyn Lee Pesicka
Noah Chase Nelson
Lincoln Scott Streifel
Connor Scott Jensen
Funerals:
Irene Thomas
Marian Hohbein
Edna Kottsick

Memorial Fund
In memory of Carl Rodlund given by Merv & Jo
Stork, Norma Lundstrom.
In memory of Gerald Roth given by Jana CvancaraOlson, Janice Nesja, Jerry & Margaret Gee, Mark &
Faye Pederson. (for Sunday School/Confirmation)
In memory of Marian Hohbein given by Ella
Tomanek, Gary & Claudia Tomanek (for carpet),
Faye Rodgers, Peggy Reuther, Harold Wolf.
In memory of Irene Thomas given by Leona Keidel,
Ernie & Anita Seeman, Dave & Eunice Wolf. (for
Sunday School)

Deadline for
articles for the
April Newsletter
will be March 20th.

March ~ Mission of the Month
Weekend Meals for Mandan Kids
Items needed are Chap Stick, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit Cups,
Canned Fruit, Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding Cups, Applesauce, Chef Boyardee', Mac & Cheese, Soups, Hamburger
Helper, Spaghetti Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, Pop Tarts, Instant
Mashed Potatoes, Rice A Roni, Pasta Roni, Pork and Beans,
Baked Beans, Pancake Mix-no eggs required such as Krusteaz
Brand, Syrup, Canned Tuna, Chicken, Ham.
NO GLASS JARS PLEASE!

You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex. Thank
you!

Special Thanks
Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers,
readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all
who have supplied goodies for the last month. Your help is
greatly appreciated!

Worship Schedule
Sunday ~
9:30 am ~ Worship
10:30 am ~ Sunday School
Wednesday ~
7:00 pm ~ Confirmation
Lent Worship ~
6:00 pm
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Date: January 25, 2021 at 7:00pm
Members Present: President Mike Held, Vice President Cody Miller, Secretary Jeff
Bradford, Pastor Phil Leer, Chris Hambrick, Curtis Peterson, Mike Hatzenbuhler, Carol
Nitschke, Tony Michlitsch
Members Absent: Gene Anderson
Additional Present: Jackie Schulz, Kama Hoovestal
Meeting was called to order by President Mike Held
Approval of Agenda:
Motion made by Mike Hatzenbuhler. Seconded by Cody Miller. Motion Passed
New Business
Church School and Confirmation
Review of how Confirmation is going now that it has moved to in-person. Consensus
among youth leaders is very positive.
Confirmation for postponed 2020 completers is tentatively scheduled for the weeks following
Easter. In order to keep attendance down, Kama will determine whether a single service is
needed or if it will be broken up into two services. Pastor Phil is in support of either option.
In-Person church school will start on February 21 in the fellowship hall at 1030. Currently
looking for parents to help with art projects and activities.
Church Services / COVID Related Items
There was discussion about changing services to accommodate more members. Mandan Fire
Department will be in this week to assess maximum capacity limits for our spaces. This will
give a concrete number as we adhere to the 50% recommendation set forth by the Governor.
Council will continue to assess the COVID landscape in the coming month, but will keep social
distancing and mask policies in effect. Going to stay with the single 9:30 service. We will update
our equipment to allow for streaming the service downstairs if overflow is needed.
Ash Wednesday will offer a 4pm and a 6pm service. Jeff Bradford will work with Loretta to prerecord music if she cannot play at both.
Credit Card / Banking
Discussion about issuing Pastor Phil a credit card.
Jeff Bradford made a motion to authorize the issue of a credit card to Pastor Phil and to sign
checks. Mike Hatzenbuhler seconded. Motion Passed
Motion to Adjourn
Motion made by Jeff Bradford. Seconded by Cody Miller. Motion Passed
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Palm Sunday, March 28th

Easter Sunday, April 4th

8:00 A.M. & 9:30 A.M.

7:00 A.M. - Easter Service

Maundy Thursday, April 1st

9:00 A.M. - Easter Service

4:00 P.M. & 7:00 P.M. Worship with
Holy Communion

11:00 A.M. - Easter Service

Good Friday, April 2nd
7:00 P.M. Tenebrae Service

If you have a loved one in the Nursing Home or Hospital
please let us know so we can get them on our visitation
list. Thank you so much!

Our food boxes are getting used A LOT and are always in need of
food. If you can help out that would be great! Just drop your food
off at the church office or right in the boxes.
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN FILLING THEM
SO FAR!

Note: No Wednesday Evening
Service on March 31st

Wednesday Night Lenten services will be at 6:00 p.m.
The dates are:
March 3rd
March 10th
March 17th
March 24th

