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February Newsletter 

Dear First Lutheran Friends in Christ, 
 

A blessed February to you all!  Of all the “times” of the church year, Lent 

and Holy Week probably win the award for being the times of the year that 

can lay claim to the highest number of words we don’t see pop up in our 

normal day-to-day conversations throughout the rest of the year.  Growing 

up in a church family as I did, I had at least some vague familiarity with the 

seasons of the church year, as well as some of the key terms within each 

season, but when it came time to the sacred mysteries of Lent and Holy 

Week,  I had a hard time committing to memory some of the more densely-

packed and meaning-filled terms associated with arguably the holiest time 

of the year for Christians.  
 

So, I’ll make the assumption that maybe many of you are a bit like I am in 

this regard, and often need a little Lenten “refresher” every year about this 

time.  Here then, is my unofficial, non-exhaustive Lenten Lexicon, which will 

take us from Ash Wednesday, February 17th, all the way through Holy 

Saturday, April 3rd, and help us prepare to hear the good news of Easter 

Sunday on April 4th.  As fast as my first three weeks have gone here with all 

you, we’ll be proclaiming, “Christ is risen!” in no time.  
 

Lent:  The word itself means “spring” and is derived from the Germanic root 

for “long.”  During Lent, the days are “lengthening” as we await Spring’s 

arrival.  Traditionally, Lent was a 40-day “catechetical” (teaching) period for 

candidates to prepare for baptism at the Easter Vigil.  Now, Lent serves as a 

disciplined time of focus and preparation for Christians to seek to find ways 

to deepen their personal faith, as well as deepen their commitment to 

serving neighbor and the common good.   
 

40 Days:   40 is a number associated with several key events in the Bible, 

not least of which was the 40 day sojourn Jesus spent in the wilderness with 

Satan.  Other biblical references include:  the forty days and nights Noah 

and his family were on the ark; the 40 years the Israelites were in the 

Wilderness; the 40 days Moses spent on Mt. Sinai with God; and the “40 day 

prophecy” Jonah gave to the people of Ninevah as a call to repentance.     
 

Ash Wednesday:  The traditional beginning of the Lenten season, a day 

marked by the “sacramental” rituals of The Imposition of Ashes and Holy 

Communion.  Ash Wednesday calls us to the “disciplines” of Lent 

(traditional:  prayer [justice towards God]; almsgiving [justice towards our 

neighbor]; fasting [justice towards ourself]); reminds us of our mortality (we 

are “dust” and to dust we shall return); calls us to return to God; and gives 

us the assurance that our sins are forgiven through the cross.   

 

 

      (Continued on page 11) 
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If you are not using your offering envelopes please call the 

church office and let us know so we can save money on sending 

them out!  The church office number is 663-3594.  Thank you! 

Ash Wednesday is on February 17th.(This service will be 

held at 4:00 & 6:00 P.M.) If you can make the 4:00 P.M. 

please do so as we are trying to eliminate a bunch of 

people at one service due to Covid.  Thank you for your 

understanding! 
 

  Service times on Wednesdays during Lent ~ TO BE 

DETERMINED ~ Please watch the bulletin or Facebook for 

further announcements. 

Penance:  Coming from the same family as the words “repentance” and “penitent,” penance has to do with a desire to 
return to God or a desire to ask for forgiveness.  While our Roman Catholic friends may talk more about “acts of 
penance,” we probably are more familiar with talking about the more general term “repentance,” which signifies a change 
of heart or direction (for the better, as in the biblical story of the Prodigal Son).   
 

Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday:  The traditional Sunday before Easter that once was uniquely just called “Palm 
Sunday” (the triumphal celebration of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a donkey for the last time before his death), but in 
more recent years was broadened to include the reading of Jesus’ passion--his suffering and death (from the Latin 
“passio,” which means “suffering”).  The move to include the story of The Passion on this day was largely practical, since 
many worshippers would not hear the full story of Jesus’ death otherwise.    
 

Paschal:  From the Greek word meaning, “Passover,” this word is applied to Jesus (the paschal lamb) and helps people 
make the connections between the Jewish story of The Passover (right before the Exodus out of Egypt, when a lamb was 
killed and its blood smeared on the doorposts and the lintel to signify that the household was Jewish) and the sacrificial 
offering of Jesus on the cross.  
 

Maundy Thursday:  Also called “Holy Thursday,” it also signifies the “end” of Lent and the “beginning” of the mystery 
that is Holy Week (and what is called “The Triduum,” or “The Great Three Days”: Good Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter 
Sunday).  Traditionally, we remember Jesus’ Last Supper on this night and celebrate Holy Communion.  The word, 
“Maundy” comes from the Latin word meaning “commandment;” John’s Gospel reading for this night mentions “the new 
commandment” Jesus gives his disciples:  to love one another as he has loved them.    
 

Good Friday:  The day Jesus’ passion and death on the cross are remembered in worship and liturgy.   Though none of 
which is conclusive, possible reasons it’s called “Good” Friday include the following:  1. In ancient times, the words “God” 
and “good” would sometimes get mixed up, so the day ended up being called “God’s Friday” 2.  “Good” can sometimes 
mean “holy” so the day was “Holy Friday.” 3.  “Good” pertains to the eventual “good” (for humans:  forgiveness) that 
came about because of “the bad” of Jesus’ death.    
 

So, there you go!  All these Lenten vocabulary words and phrases I just laid out for you point to the holy heart of our 
faith, new First Lutheran friends:  Jesus the Christ, crucified and risen.  This is why we are here.  This is why our lives 
make sense.  This is why life has meaning.  May our Lenten journeys be wrapped in these sacred mysteries, and may our 
hunger for the holy heart of God keep us always asking questions and growing in our faith.     
  
  
Peace in Christ,  
  
Pastor Phil Leer    



 

MORE THAN 20 YEARS AGO, the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a 
simple prayer from a single youth group: 

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be 
mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.” 

Since that day, more than $98 million has been raised for local charities 
across the country through Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a 
powerful movement that is transforming the time around Super Bowl 
weekend into the nation’s largest celebration of giving and serving.  
Through this mission, young people learn what it’s like to make a positive 
difference in the world – as they collect food, raise money and volunteer to 
work in charities that provide shelter to the homeless, food to the hungry 
and compassion to those in need.  Be part of this movement that is sharing 
God’s love with those in need. Please give generously on Super Bowl 
Sunday.  The money we collect from First Lutheran will go to 
Mandan’s Backpack for Kids program, our 2021 Souper Bowl of Caring 
charity of choice.  We will take donations on February 7th. 
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Mark Your 

Calendar… 

3rd: 7pm - Confirmation  

10th:  7pm - Confirmation  

17th:  No Confirmation  

24th:  7pm - Confirmation -  
Small Group 

 

 

 

 

Easter Garden 

Easter is right around the corner.  As we prepare to 

celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus, it is 

also a wonderful time to beautify our church and 

honor our loved ones.  The youth of our church are 

selling Easter Garden Flowers.  They will purchase 

a mix of Lilies and Mums to decorate the Sanctuary 

for Easter.  Flowers may be picked up after the 

Easter service.  Order forms are available in the 

narthex.  Orders can be placed in the offering plate 

or the church office.  The price for each plant is 

$13.00.  Orders must be placed by Sunday, 

March 7th.  (We can’t place late orders!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School will be going back to 

IN PERSON on Sunday, February 

21st from 10:30-11:15 a.m.  We can’t 

wait to see you all!   
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Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms: 

 Lily Anne Flegel 

 Elise Laurel Zinke 

 Conner James Acton 

Weddings: 
 

Funerals:  

 Rose Haugen 

 Ricky Hohbein     

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Harry Renken & Gerald & Sandy Renken given by 

Hilda Renken & family. 

In memory of Gerald Roth given by Sharon Bertsch, Arden & Pat 

Hagerott, Mel & Barb Wegner, Arlo & Gloria Heine. 

In memory of Ricky Hohbein given by Gary & Claudia Tomanek. 

Deadline for 

articles for the 

March Newsletter 

will be February 

19th.  

 

February ~ Mission of the Month 

Weekend Meals for Mandan Kids 

Items needed are Chap Stick, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit 

Cups, Canned Fruit, Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding Cups, 

Applesauce, Chef Boyardee', Mac & Cheese, Soups, 

Hamburger Helper, Spaghetti Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, 

Pop Tarts, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Rice A Roni, Pasta 

Roni, Pork and Beans, Baked Beans, Pancake Mix-no eggs 

required such as Krusteaz Brand, Syrup, Canned Tuna, 

Chicken, Ham.  

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE! 

You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex.  Thank 

you!  

Sunday ~ 

 9:30 am ~ Worship 

  

 Wednesday ~ 

 7:00 pm  ~ Confirmation 

 

Lent Worship ~ (Starting February 24th) 

 6:00 pm 

 

Ash Wednesday ~ (February 17) 

 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm ~ Worship 
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes  
Date: December 17, 2020, 7:00pm  

  
Members Present: President Mike Held, Vice President Cody Miller, Secretary Jeff Bradford, Pastor Dan 
Paulson, Gene Anderson, Chris Hambrick, Curtis Peterson, Mike Hatzenbuhler  
 

Members Absent: Tony Michlitsch, Carol Nitschke  
 

Additional Present: Jenn Scheet  
 

Meeting was called to order by President Mike Held  
 

Approval of Agenda:   
Motion made by Mike Hatzenbuhler. Seconded by Cody Miller. Motion Passed  
 

New Business  
• FINANCIAL REPORT/REVIEW – Jennifer Scheet  
 *Discussed Year End Financial Situation  
 *Reviewed options of accounting firms to take over after Jenn leaves her position in the new year.  
 *Jeff Bradford made a motion to hire CB Accounting effective immediately and grant Inquiry Access to 
   Rebecca Haas for Online Banking. $15,000 annual budget. Seconded by Cody Miller. Motion Passed  
 

• Budget  
 *Discussed budget as drafted in prior meetings. Made small modifications  
 *Cody Miller made a motion to approve the budget as drafted. Mike Hatzenbuhler seconded. Motion 
   Passed.   
 

• In Person Worship  
 *Discussed starting in person worship  
 *Mike Hatzenbuhler made a motion to start on January 10 with masks and distancing rules up to a       
                50% capacity. Seconded by Cody Miller. Motion Passed  
 

• Staff Vacation Rollover  
 *Discussion about how to use built up vacation time  
 *Jeff Bradford made a motion to extend vacation carryover cutoff from June 30, 2021 to December   
               30, 2021. Vacation Balance from 2020 will be cut to 0 as of December 30, 2021. Vacation Accrued in  
               2021 must be used by June 30, 2022 and will follow vacation guidelines in the policy manual going 
   forwarded. Gene Anderson seconded. Motion Passed.   
 

Reports  
•  Pastor Dan  
 *Pushing PR for the Christmas Eve service with local news outlets  
 *Dan’s last day will be January 10, 2021  
 

• Parish Education  
 *Ushers and Readers are lined up for the Christmas service.   
 

Motion to Adjourn  
 

Motion made by Mike Hatzenbuhler. Seconded by Cody Miller. Motion Passed  
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes  

Date: January 10, 2021 at 10:30am  

  

Members Present: President Mike Held, Vice President Cody Miller, Secretary Jeff Bradford, 

Chris Hambrick, Curtis Peterson, Mike Hatzenbuhler, Carol Nitschke  
 

Members Absent: Tony Michlitsch, Gene Anderson  
 

Additional Present: Jenn Scheet  
 

Meeting was called to order by President Mike Held  
 

New Business  

• Discuss changes to the Budget  

 *Jenn presented some small budget changes that were needed to accurately reflect    

             2021 expenses. There was discussion about the changes.  

 *Jeff Bradford made a motion to accept the changes as presented by Jenn. Chris  

             Hambrick seconded. Motion Passed  
 

Motion to Adjourn 
 

• Motion made by Cody Miller. Seconded by Curtis Peterson. Motion Passed  

 

 


