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First Lutheran Church
Annual Congregational Meeting Agenda
January 31, 2021
I.

Call to Order

II.

Opening Litany (inside back cover)

III.

Approval of Minutes
A.
Annual Congregational Meeting of January 26, 2020

IV.

Acknowledgement of Reports
A.
Pastor Dan
B.
Council President
C.
Evangelism & Outreach Team
D.
Property & Management Team
E.
Stewardship Team
F.
Worship Team
G.
Special Events Team
H.
Youth & Parish Education Team
I.
MSLCC & VVH Annual Report
J.
First Lutheran Mission Endowment Committee Annual Report
K.
Congregational Statistics
L.
Congregational Financial Records

V.

Unfinished Business

VI.

New Business
A.
Elections
1.
Synod Assembly Delegates (5) June 4-5, 2021 in Minot, ND
2.
Camp of the Cross Delegates (3) Sunday, February 28, 2021 @
3:00 P.M. Central time @ TO BE DETERMINED
3.
New Council Members (3) Full Term
4.
Council Nominating Team for 2021 Council (3) at large
5.
First Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund Team 1 (5 year term),
1 (4 year term)
6.
MSLCC Annual Meeting Delegates (5) Monday, September 27, 2021
@ 7:00 P.M.
B.
Approval of 2021 Budget
C.
Approval of Updated Constitution

VII.

Good of the Church

VIII.

Closing Prayer

Pastor Phil Leer

Pastor Phil Leer
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Annual Congregational Meeting
January 26, 2020 at 930am
Members Present: Pastor Gene Anderson, Pastor Christina Martin, President Kevin Fishbeck, Vice
President Wayne Friesz, Secretary Jeff Bradford, Cody Miller, Carol Nitschke, Mike Held, Mike
Hatzenbuhler, Tony Michlitsch
Members Absent: Ron Webb
Additional Present: Jen Scheet
Meeting Notes:
• 77 Attendees from the congregation present and signed in. 2019 Annual Reports distributed.
• Meeting called to order by Kevin Fishbeck
• Darrell Nitschke served as Parliamentarian
Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve by Darrell Nitschke. Seconded by Jill Miller. Motion Passed.
Acknowledgement of Reports: (No discussion unless otherwise noted)
• Pastor Eugene Anderson
• Pastor Christina Martin
• Council President – Kevin Fishbeck
• Evangelism & Outreach Team
• Property & Management
• Stewardship Team
• Special Events Team
• Worship Team
• Youth & Parish Education Team
• Administrative Assistant/Coordinator of Lay Ministries / Congregational Statistics
Discussion topic of creating a committee to reach out both via mailing and phone to inactive
members of the church. Council to discuss options.
• MSLCC & VVH Annual Report
• First Lutheran Mission Endowment Committee Annual Report
Motion made by Dennis Meyer that Line 633 (Lutheran Social Services Mission Donation) of
the budget be removed due to its pursuit of illegal activities.
Seconded by Dave McIver with clarification that it be because budget shows a projected
deficit.
Discussion included Council President requesting it be moved to the budget section of the
agenda for further discussion.
No vote made at this point
• Congregational Financial Records
Jen Scheet discussed financials
Unfinished Business:
• No unfinished business to report
New Business:
• Elections
Synod Assembly Delegates (5 needed, Additional to be determined)
Janet Reineke, Darrel Nitschke, Linda Anseth, Terry Bohm
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Camp of the Cross Delegates (3 Needed)
Gordon Scherseth, Lori Meyers, Linda Anseth
New Council Members (3 Full Term Needed)
Curtis Peterson, Gene Anderson, Chris Hambrick
Paper Ballot Circulated to Vote on members. Yes to approve. No to Deny.
75 Yes, 1 No.
Council Member Elections Passed.
Council Nominating Team for 2021 (3 Needed)
Lori Meyers, Michelle Radke, Jill Miller
First Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund Team (2 Needed)
Brenna Ohman, Marty Haroldson
MSLCC Annual meeting Delegates (5 Needed, Additional to be determined)
Lois Mogeon, Janet Reinke, Darrell Nitschke
• Approval of 2020 Budget
Budget presented by President Kevin Fishbeck
As budget showed a deficit over projected earnings, present First Lutheran Staff were asked to
remove themselves so opinions can be better elicited from congregation members.
Reasoning due to fact that personnel made up more than half of the budget. Gene
Anderson, Christina Martin, and Jackie Schulz left the sanctuary.
Discussion of Budget Items commenced.
The time passed 10:45am and those waiting outside for the 10:45 service were invited inside
the sanctuary to participate in discussion. New attendance rosters were not circulated.
Motion from earlier was presented again
Motion made by Dennis Meyer that Line 633 (Lutheran Social Services Mission
Donation) of the budget be removed due to its pursuit of illegal activities.
Seconded by Dave McIver with clarification that it be because budget shows a
projected deficit.
Discussion included members questioning what was illegal, in addition to those talking
about the positive aspects that the service did provide.
Verbal vote conducted. Motion did not pass.
Motion made by Dave McIver to drop Mission Donations to 3% from 7.5% creating an
approximated $20,000 reduction in expenses for the church.
Seconded by Dave Dockter
Discussion included the note by Jen Scheet that this number is based on actual
revenues and cannot be accurately determined until said revenues are collected.
Verbal vote conducted. Motion passed.
Motion made to accept amended budget by Linda Anseth
Seconded by Michelle Radke
Discussion included note by Jen Scheet that the cash reserves are expected to run out
sometime during or after June of 2020 and that decisions need to be made prior.
Paper Ballot Circulated to vote on acceptance of Budget. Yes to accept. No to Reject.
70 Yes, 34 No (Note that the total reflects members that entered the church after
10:45am)
Note: While ballots were being counted, church staff that left was asked to return and did.
Good of the Church: Kevin Fishbeck
Closing Prayer: Pastor Christina Martin

Motion to Adjourn: Motion by Mike Held. Seconded by Doreen Yantzer. Motion Passed.
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Interim Pastor’s Report 2020
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and our Savior, Jesus the Chris. Amen
Matthew 28:19 Jesus speaks to his disciples: “Go you therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy spirit. Amen
As 2020 comes to a (Oh Thank Heavens) I am availed the opportunity to look back and forward in this
annual report. The parameters of my writing will be from late Feb. when I met with the executive team to
the very present of this writing. I wonder if you won’t allow me a different kind of report than you are
used to from the “Administrative Pastor’? First, I want to thank you all for the gift to serve you, the
members of First Lutheran of Mandan. I have been richly blessed in this rather odd time because of
you.
No doubt this has been a very odd time, one in which all of us look forward to seeing dissipate into thin
air. And though we look forward to that we know don’t we that we will never be the same as we were preCovid 19. Not the same in that we lost many members to this pandemic and I suspect we will loose a
few more before it is all over. Never the same however is a good thing, for a number of reasons. While it
is true, members of First Lutheran have been locked out of worship in person, we have non the less
worshiped. Our online broadcasts have become a treasure and should continue on ad infinitum even
when this congregation begins to meet again in person. The church council acted quickly as this
pandemic demanded and we were up and running immediately making worship available for you the
members of First Lutheran for sure, but not just Members our outreach has been profound making
worship available for people all over the world. Folks from Hawaii, California, Waukesha Wis,(my home
town) folks from Waupaca, Wis and from Nigeria and from England and France have been worshiping
with you. I know that folks from many other places have been with us too. And the folks up in the
balcony who deliver the service to you are profoundly dedicated to what they do.. You see they are using
their gifts for your seeing and hearing the Gospel, The Good News Of Jesus Christ, and those gifts are
profoundly offered by them in love and dedication to God.
So have we been away, sure but not as much as you might think. Thursday lunch for Mandan High
Schoolers has been put on a back burner but our association with the school system has not tarried.
First Lutherans Christmas outreach is profound and you affected 170 children’s lives with presents and
care through this ministry, and these kids are represented by 65 families from where they come and we
not only touched the children’s lives but this year we touched the whole family with a Christmas Dinner
of Ham or Turkey and you have continued to answer to the needs of these children. This year we also
brought mittens, gloves and hats for High School and grade school Mandan kids. Did you know, that it
took two Pick up loads of those items to move them to the school. Your response to the ministry, the
mission of this church has not been shut out!! Rather it has profoundly touched so many lives.
And I was so blessed to be part of and see this ministry in action. Thank you for what you do. And no,
your ministries have not gone away or been locked away by a door that will not open.

Continued on page 6
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You are still First Lutheran Church and you are still affecting lives of people here in Mandan and all over
the world. Your ministry has not been put on hold. In 2020 just like in years past, admittedly with a bit of
a twist, your mission in ministry has been profound. A few more things and I will let you stop reading but if
you think you have been ineffective because of closure to worship you are profoundly wrong. I put out an
idea many months ago to provide food for folks who needed it by building and filling “little food pantries”
and you grabbed hod of that idea with vigor. Two members built these “Little Pantries” that are
outside First Lutheran’s building. They temporarily hold food in them for whoever needs or wants it. By
temporarily I mean that these “little pantries” are constantly being raided for needs sake. So many of you
have provided actual food or financial backing to make sure that folks get a needed meal. Some come for
themselves, others for their families and still others for their neighbors who are in need. (please consider
bringing food to fill those boxes or giving money so that staff can but for same need)
Christmas Eve we had the most unique opportunity to meet in a Drive In Worship Service! Did you know,
counting folks in cars and folks who participated via video that over 500 folks attended that service. Even
as you begin to gather again in person within the sanctuary you should consider the beauty of this service
provide it perhaps on a day prior to Christmas Eve. Folks who attended and participated with never forget
the experience and the opportunity. God is Good all the time and all the time, God is good.
Ministry at First Lutheran Church of Mandan looked different for most of the year but different does not
mean that missional ministry did not take place here. We are the church, the body oof our Lord and this
body did what you are called to do.as you lived wet in baptism delivered in the call of Jesus (Matthew 28:
19), Jesus is talking to his disciples (You) and admonishes us to “go and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

God’s Richest Peace to you all…

Rev Dan Paulson
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President’s Report 2020
Wow, where to start!! I think we can all agree that 2020 was one for the record books in all aspects.
When I was nominated and elected as council president, I wasn’t quite sure what to expect, especially
since I was just starting my second year of council or let alone what was instore for the year to come.
First, I need to thank so many people that really stepped up to rally around this year’s challenges, without
you, this year would have been a true disaster, so thank you all so very much!!
Taking over for the year, we had a lot of work to do and got started right away and I think everybody
instantly noticed. We were able to secure Pastor Dan and went to work. Dan said it best, don’t dwell on
the past, lets look forward to what it is and could be. That is such a powerful statement and is absolutely
right!! It seemed like every time we started to gain traction, we would have another issue that needed
immediate attention and continued throughout the whole year. In case anyone hasn’t noticed, Jackie is
the only full-time staff member that has been here more than a year.
The first item we had major concerns about was the budget, had things kept at the current pace, I’m not
sure if I would be here writing this report. I hate to make that statement, but we had projections that by
June the money would be gone and had no idea what would happen next, especially knowing what kind
of “note” we currently still owe to the bank. Next thing we knew, Covid hit and threw a wrench into any
plans we had, and drastic changes were made in a hurry. I have always believed you can find positives in
any negative situations. For example, our streaming services. This was something Jeff and I had talked
about doing and just got expedited to the front lines, I can’t thank those involved enough for all the help
in getting this going and continuing as a regular part of our service. PPP money became available and we
secured a good chunk, really helped us out with the financial situation, as well as expenses were next to
nothing. Pastor Chris left, which was very unfortunate, but I am very excited for her new journey, this
helped with expenses and gives us an opportunity to restructure differently. I think you can see a theme
here, that no matter how bad or difficult things got, we always had something positive come from it and I
think that is very important for us to remember, not just as parishioner’s, but as human beings in
everyday life!
Last, I finally received the phone call that so many of us have been waiting for. Darrell notified me of our
potential new pastor. Council got to work right away and long story short, Pastor Phil finally answered our
prayers and is going to be exactly what we need.
In closing, 2020 was an extremely challenging year but I am very proud of what we have accomplished
together, not just as a council or call committee, but as a congregation and look forward to what we are
going to accomplish in the coming years!
God Bless,
Mike Held
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Evangelism and Outreach Team Report 2020
* LAF has been a big part of what we do for outreach here at First Lutheran but with COVID we have not
been able to do much with this for the most part of 2020. We had just launched in March of 2020
sponsorship opportunities for LAF where either individuals or businesses can make financial donations to
cover the cost of a LAF meal and in return get recognition in the bulletin for their generosity which was
well received and had contributions that were not able to be spent. As we move forward in 2021 we hope
to be able to get LAF back up and running and look forward to signing up more sponsorships.
* The 4th of July parade and Trunk or Treat were also canceled this last year due to COVID and we look
forward to being able to get back to these fun activities.

Mike Hatzenbuhler and Chris Hambrick
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Property Management Team Report 2020
With a budget that was chopped in many areas and facing an $84,000 budget deficit to start the year, we
as council had a lot of work to do. Who knew that it would only get tougher and more challenging as the
year went on. Back in 2019 we knew we where going to have some challenges ahead of us. One was
fixing the flat roof on the north side of the church and the other was finding a way to eliminate
“contracted services” and get the maintenance position back to a single full-time person.
The roof repair on the north side of the building was in dire need. The old rubber roof was failing and was
showing signs of leaking at the base of the pitched roof. We had actually budgeted for these repairs going
into 2020, even though we faced a deficit. This summer the repairs were completed. There were some
tears and punctures in the rubber roof. They had to tear off a few rows of the newly shingled roof and run
the flashing up higher on the wall to ensure the ice damming would not be a problem.
With the roof completed our focus turned its attention to our maintenance position. We had to make
some changes and get our “contracted services” under control. After a severance was agreed upon by
our outgoing staff, we found a new maintenance person. Brian May was welcomed to our church team
this spring. Brian has been a blessing to this church in his first year. Brian of course performs all the
cleaning duties, as well as all the maintenance duties that need to be performed. So far this year Brian
was able to get the “shed” organized and get the tools and equipment back to working order. He got the
church yard cleaned up and hauled off the unwanted debris. He then stained all the exterior wood siding
that was beginning to weather. Brian also started the ugly job of sanding and painting the hand railings
outside. Brian has made repairs to the retaining walls where possible. He has trimmed up the bushes and
has been keeping the grass mowed and watered. Brian has done an excellent job with the limited time
and resources allotted him this year due to the Covid19 outbreak.
Next year we have plans to get some more landscaping projects done. One is to remove the stumps on
the north east corner of the church and fill those areas with some landscape rock. Another important
project will be getting the steeply slopped grass area east of the parking lot covered in bushes. This will
eliminate the need for constant watering and mowing that steep area. Another project that has been
budgeted for next year is the repairs to the sprinkler system. It was been “cobbled” together over the
years and is in complete disarray. As mentioned before Brian has started the job of sanding and
repainting the handrails, this work will continue into 2021 until it has all been repainted.
As mentioned last year, we are still considering a program of “adopting” a section of the church grounds
for volunteers to help with cleaning up and maintaining those areas. With the Covid19 pandemic, many of
our plans were halted and altered, this one was no different. Keep your eyes out for more info on this
program as spring approaches.
All in all, we have had a very complex year with a lot of challenges and changes. Brian is going to be a
very good asset to this church as he continues to make improvements to the facility. We know that there
are many projects that need some attention. But, with some patience and some hard work we’re sure we
can conquer them.
Respectfully Submitted by
Cody Miller and Gene Anderson
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Stewardship Team Report 2020
Stewardship decided that this year we truly felt the need to let everyone in the congregation know
where your dollars were being contributed by your generous giving.
We implemented the
acknowledgement of this in the announcements during church service.
While the 2020 year was quite a year as we encountered a global pandemic we as parishioners
adjusted to more online and mail in contributions as we were limited on our face to face meetings as we
experienced multiple shut downs. With your continued support and giving we were able to provide 65
families with a turkey or ham and all the fixings for a Christmas meal as well as the set up of 2 food boxes
to bless others by offering the hungry and thirsty something to eat or drink. These are a few items that
you have aided in the ministry at First Lutheran.
As we look to 2021 we challenge everyone to re-evaluate your current situation and adjust your
giving as you are able to allow the continued ministry at First Lutheran.
In closing, thank you to all for your continued support at First Lutheran. It is truly an honor and
privilege to be serving on Church council.
Stewardship Team Members
Curtis Peterson
Tony Michlitsch
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Worship Team Annual Report 2020
The Worship Committee continued to meet with the Sunday and Wednesday service committees as they
worked to select music and worship styles. Due to the concerns of COVID 19 – the church council voted
to begin Facebook live services only at 9:30am beginning March 29th. Kathy Branvold’s last day of
providing music for our services was July 5th. She was honored with gifts and thanks for her almost 30
years of service to our church. Pastor Christine Martin resigned as our Associate Pastor and her last day
of service was Oct. 11th. The council planned a thank you reception for her on Dec. 6th.
The church council decided to resume face to face church services in September. Services were held
both at 9:45 on Sunday and 6pm on Wednesday.
The council made a decision to return to Facebook live services only beginning in October. The decision
was made to resume to face to face services when the Governor changes the risk level to Yellow.
The Worship Committee would like to thank Kama Hoovestol, Kyra Schulz, Jeff Bradford, the confirmation
students and everyone for their work in planning and participating in the Christmas Eve service at the
Mandan High School parking lot.
Church services will resume face to face on January 10th. This will also be Pastor Dan Paulson’s last day
of service to our church.
The Committee wishes to thank Jeff Bradford, Dave Wolf, Bill Baer and Lori Myers for their work in
providing Facebook Live services each week. We also thank Loretta White and Jeannie House for their
gifts of music each week.
The Committee is looking forward to working with Pastor Phil Leer as we continue to plan worship
services for the upcoming year.
Worship Committee Members
Carol Nitschke
Tony Michlitsch
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Special Events Team Report 2020
This year was a challenging year for all of us! Due to Covid we had to cancel a lot of activities that
happen throughout the church. Here are a few activities we could still do:
This summer First Lutheran provided and severed 2 meals for “The Banquet” at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Bismarck on Saturday, June 20th & Saturday, August 15th. A fun time was had by all. Thank
you to Mike Wieland from Mandan Dairy Queen for donating Dilly Bars for dessert & thank you to the
volunteers that helped grill & serve the food!
2 food boxes were put up outside. One on the South side and one on the West side of the
building. Thank you to Dave MacIver & Bill Baer for making these boxes! With your generosity we have
been able to feed the less fortunate in our area. These boxes get used daily and are always in need of
food.
In December, we again participated in the Angel Tree gift program through the Mandan Public
School system. This year we were given 170 names. We are so grateful for the wonderful and generous
response; all names were taken and the gifts were so appreciated by the school counselors. Thank you
to Linda Anseth for again chairing this worthwhile ministry! We also had received enough money to
purchase 65 families with 1 turkey or ham, 1 - 5 pound bag of potatoes, 1 box stuffing mix, 2 gravy
packets & 2 cans of vegetables.

Submitted by
Jackie Schulz
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Youth and Parish Education Report 2020
Like many areas at First Lutheran, the Education and Youth program saw a lot of changes in the past
year. As of mid-March, all our activities came to a halt. Confirmation was postponed, as were summer
youth trips and Vacation Bible School. It was a challenge to find ways to engage our youth remotely
when our activities and learning rely so much on human interaction.

In the fall we started confirmation and church school using the same remote learning tools that the
Mandan School District uses to teach students. We have had a positive response and are seeing a lot of
participation. Our Youth Education Coordinator, Kama Hoovestal, has been instrumental in organizing
and facilitating the online sessions each week.

For Confirmation, we have had many adult members step forward to be team leaders to keep this
program active online. This group has met weekly from October through December. The Church Council
is grateful to all who have given their time and effort to make this happen.

Our younger church school students were even able to put together a Christmas Program again this
year, albeit remotely. Their play was the “ABC’s of Christmas” and featured different families recording
their piece of the play to be put together into a single program video that was shown on December 20.
They did a remarkable job. Thank you to all the children and families for their hard work.

With Pastor Christina moving onto a new position outside the church, Kama has picked up the workload
of youth program administration. She has been our communication director and organizer of the
curriculum this fall and has done an outstanding job at connecting with our youth and their families.

Moving forward, there are new challenges and opportunities as the COVID landscape continues to
change. Pastor Phil will be joining the confirmation team as it transitions to in-person starting in midJanuary. We are also planning to get Church School for our Pre-K through 6th Grade starting in-person in
February. Hopefully our new normal will be possible starting in the fall and we are enthusiastic that the
halls will be filled with laughter, excitement, and smiles from our youth and their families.

Submitted by
Jeff Bradford
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Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center and Valley View Heights:

We are not in this alone. Thank God!
2020 has been a year like no other. The global pandemic has affected everyone, and
Missouri Slope is no exception. In response to COVID-19, we have continuously evaluated
everything that we do to keep our residents, tenants, employees and visitors safe.
Through it all, our core mission has focused our efforts and strengthened our perseverance.
More than 50 years ago, we were founded in Christian faith to enrich lives with love and
compassion. We continue to answer the call to serve the men and women who call
Missouri Slope home today.
We remain grateful to our member churches who have continued to support Missouri Slope
through their financial contributions, pastoral care, volunteer assistance, and the leadership
of delegates on our governing board and M-Club committee. Thank you for your
commitment to working together to enrich the lives of those we serve!
Fortunately, we are happy to report that even during the challenges caused by COVID, our
North Campus development has thrived! It’s been an incredible sight to behold, watching
the skyline change as each of the four wings of the skilled nursing facility and the main
entrance have taken shape.
We are eagerly anticipating how our North Campus will enhance the lives of residents,
tenants and visitors. Smaller dining and living room areas located nearer to residents’
private rooms will promote a greater feeling of community and connection. The Town
Center will include interesting places to meet family and friends within the complex.
Sunrooms with floor to ceiling windows will add light. There is much to look forward to!
Check our website and follow us on Facebook for frequent updates on our Missouri Slope
community and North Campus development! Thank you for being with us through your
prayers and support.

Reier Thompson
President/CEO
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MISSION STATEMENT
First Lutheran Church of Mandan exists to build faith and
transform lives.

Congregational Statistics—2020
STATISTICS
1. Membership 12/31/19

Baptized
2390

2. Members received in 2020:
A. By Baptism—children
B. By Baptism –adults
C. By affirmation of faith
D. By transfer
E. From other sources and statistical adj.
F. Total members received this year
3. Members removed in 2020:
A. By Death
B. By Transfer
C. Statistical Adjustment
D. Total members removed this year
4. Baptized membership-end of 2020
5. Total confirmed membership-end of 2020

Confirmed
1676

10

10

19
16

19
25

35

44

2365
1632

6. Baptized youth who were confirmed in 2020 Postponed due to Covid
______
______
Total Membership 12/31/20
2365
1632
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First Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund Nominee
5 year term
Biography of Adam Pachl
Adam grew up in Beulah, ND, and after high school attended the University of North Dakota, majoring in
Music as well as Fisheries and Wildlife Biology. In 2013 Adam was hired by the North Dakota Game and
Fish Department and he and his wife moved to Mandan. They officially joined First Lutheran of Mandan
in 2017, the same year their son Anson was born.
Adam now works for the North Dakota Department of Agriculture as a Plant Protection Specialist and is
the Assistant State Apiary Inspector. In his free time he enjoys working around the house, cooking,
listening to music, and spending time outdoors with his wife, son, and their dogs Cora and Penny.

Church Council Nominees
3 year term
Biography of Wayne Carlson
Hello, I am Wayne Carlson. I am seeking a position on the church council for the next term beginning
2021.
My hometown is Washburn, ND. My family and I moved to Mandan in 1997. My family includes my wife
Denise, daughter Lisa (Dustin) Jackson and family who live in Jamestown, ND and my son Bryant
(Brooke) Carlson and family, who live in Rochester, MN. I enjoy outdoor activities including hunting,
fishing and golf.
I have a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Economics from North Dakota State University. I was selfemployed in as a small grain, row crop and livestock farmer/rancher. During this time, I also provided
financial consulting work for Farmers Home Administration.
I left farming to pursue my master’s degree. I completed a Master of Business Administration from the
University of North Dakota. I was next employed as Livestock Director for the Department of Agriculture,
of the State of North Dakota, until my retirement in 2014.
I have served on the Trust Committee and participated in audits for First Lutheran Church. Past board
experiences include First Lutheran Church Council of Washburn; Washburn School Board; Washburn
Cenex Board; and North Dakota Farmers Union Board of McLean County.

Continued on page 33
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Biography of Kenton Holle
Married 42 years to Bobby Jo, 3 married sons, 9 Grandchildren
Lifelong Morton County dairy farmer.
Recently retired and transitioning dairy to oldest son.
Previous Church experience;
Baptized in UCC Church at New Salem member till 2004 involved with
Youth Leader with Bobby Jo
Sunday School Teacher
Church Council
Licensed Minister with the ND Conference of the UCC
Member of Living Water Lutheran in Mandan 2004-2016
Church Council member
Lay Worship leader
Joined First Lutheran in 2016
First Lutheran in Mandan has a very promising future. We are coming through and hopefully the
end is in sight of a difficult time for our congregation and community.
We are welcoming a new Pastor. It is like we are getting a clean slate and we can dream and
together build a recognized place of worship, hope, mission and spiritual strength to serve the community
of Mandan.
Biography of Jodi Hammer
I am a single mom of 4, Tucker is 22, Brenna 20, Carter 16 and Hunter 14. I work for Sanford Health as
an Informatics Specialist; previously I worked as a Plasma Center Supervisor and a Paramedic. We
moved to Mandan in 2002 and became members of First Lutheran Church shortly after. I was baptized
at St. Leos Catholic Church in Minot ND. The Church I grew up in is Deering Lutheran Church in Deering
ND, where I attended Sunday School and was Confirmed. I have taught Sunday School and Confirmation
for many years at First Lutheran, along with chaperoning several youth Mission Trips. I have helped with
New Member Reception as well.
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