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The staff at 

First Lutheran 

Church would 

like to wish 

you and your 

family a Happy 

New Year! 
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We’re on the web! 

Dear First Lutheran Friends in Christ, 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your newly-called Pastor, 
Phil Leer! Pastor Dan invited me to write a short little greeting for all of 
you as we prepare to embark on our sacred journey together in the new 
year, or as the Apostle Paul describes that journey in his letter to the 
Philippians, our “sharing in the gospel.”  What a great way to describe the 
holy calling all of us have as the baptized—to be partners in the sharing of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.  I look forward to see where the Holy Spirit 
will lead us as we prayerfully ponder our future together as God’s people 
at this particular time.  And I continue to be humbled by the mystery of it 
all.   
 

I wrap up my pastoral call here at First Lutheran in Harvey on Christmas 
Eve, which, at the time of this writing, is four days from now.  I will then 
be moving to the Bismarck-Mandan (Mandan-Bismarck!) area on 
Monday, December 28th and will be taking two weeks of vacation to settle 
in, unpack, spend time with family and friends, and re-energize for the 
transition into the privileged calling of your pastor.   
 

I will need that time, as I have been discovering the past few days, as the 
emotions of saying goodbye to people I dearly love are catching up with 
me. Pastoral ministry puts us deeply in touch with peoples’ souls and 
hearts.  So, we grieve when those relationships are in the process of 
change, as most of you are well aware.   
 

In terms of a time-table after that, my planned first day in the office at 
First Lutheran will be January 11th, and my first Sunday leading you in 
worship will be January 17th.  That will be here before we know it! Pastor 
Dan gave me your most recent pictorial directory, so I will have some 
homework between now and then; please be patient with me as I try to 
learn your names.   In the meantime, here is a shorter version of some of 
the things that I shared in the video on November 8th, the day you held 
your congregation vote to extend a call to me as your pastor.  
 

As I point out in that video, I am no stranger to the Bismarck-Mandan 
area, having grown up across the river in Bismarck.   My mother and 
father still live in the house my three brothers and I were raised in on 
Mason Avenue, not too far from the Tom O’ Leary golf course.  One of 
those brothers also lives in Bismarck with his family. I’m a single father 
of four adult children and a grandfather of two grandchildren, all of whom 
live here in North Dakota, in the communities of Bismarck, Fargo, and 
Rugby.   
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Education-wise, I am a graduate Bismarck High School, Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota, and 
Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa.  I graduated from Wartburg in May of 1996 with a Master 
of Divinity, and was ordained into ministry in June of that year at Lord of Life Lutheran in Bismarck, which is 
my home congregation. 
 

I have been a pastor for almost twenty-five years and have only served in two full time calls, one in Rugby and 
the other one here in Harvey.  The Rugby call was a two-point parish that included the churches of Berwick 
Lutheran and Wolford Lutheran, while my current call is a one-point call.  I love being a pastor, am passionate 
about preaching the Gospel, and am still humbled every day that God has blessed me and equipped me for a 
life of service and proclamation in the name of Jesus Christ.  But I still have so much more much to learn, 
which makes pastoral ministry so consistently intriguing and fascinating.   Thank you for the trust and 
confidence you have placed in me already.   Please pray for our upcoming partnership in the gospel as we look 
towards our future together with open hearts and hopeful anticipation.    
 

Peace in Christ,  
 
Pastor Phil Leer 
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Calendar… 
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Sunday ~ 

7:00 Community Access Channel 12 or 612  

9:30 Worship 

 
  

Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms:   

  

Weddings: 

    

Funerals: 

 Ed Kruckenberg 
  

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Pastor Dick Hagestuen given by Dave & 

Fatima Hirsch. 

In memory of Duane Kuehn given by Dave & Fatima 

Hirsch. 

In memory of Lee Rask given by Dave & Fatima Hirsch. 

Deadline for 

articles for the 

February 

Newsletter will be 

January 22nd.  

 

January ~ Mission of the Month 

Weekend Meals for Mandan Kids 

Items needed are Chap Stick, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit 

Cups, Canned Fruit, Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding Cups, 

Applesauce, Chef Boyardee', Mac & Cheese, Soups, 

Hamburger Helper, Spaghetti Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, Pop 

Tarts, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Rice A Roni, Pasta Roni, 

Pork and Beans, Baked Beans, Pancake Mix-no eggs required 

such as Krusteaz Brand, Syrup, Canned Tuna, Chicken, Ham.  

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE! 

You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex.  Thank 

you!  
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Thank you to everyone who 

took an angel tree name 

and/or donated money for the 

families Christmas dinner.  

We had 170 kid’s names from 

Mandan Public Schools and all 

of the names were spoken for!  

We also supplied food for 

those 65 families!  Your 

thoughtfulness helped a 

family in need.  Also, thank 

you to everyone who helped 

prepare and decorate the 

church for the Advent and 

Christmas season! 
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes  

Date: November 19, 2020, 7:00pm  
 

Members Present: President Mike Held, Vice President Cody Miller, Secretary Jeff Bradford, 

Pastor Dan Paulson, Pastor Christina Martin, Gene Anderson, Carol Nitschke, Chris Hambrick, 

Mike Hatzenbuhler  
 

Members Absent: Tony Michlitsch, Curtis Peterson  
 

Additional Present: Jen Scheet, Kama Hoovestal  
 

Meeting was called to order by President Mike Held  
 

Approval of Agenda:   

Moved: Jeff Bradford  

Seconded: Mike Hatzenbuhler  

Motion Passed  
 

Devotions: Pastor Dan   
 

New Business  
 

• FINANCIAL REPORT/REVIEW – Jennifer Scheet  

* Discussion about current financial position  

 * Discussion about removing Chris from bank accounts  

 * Jeff Bradford made a motion to remove Pastor Christina Martin from all accounts 

  at the church. Cody Miller seconded. Motion Passed.  

 * Cody Miller made a motion to issue a credit card to Brian. Carol Nitschke  

  seconded.  Motion Passed.  

 

• Christmas Program  

 * Kama introduced a discussion about having an outdoor Christmas service behind 

  the High School. Council in agreement to proceed. Next steps are for Worship 

  Team to meet with Pastor Dan and plan out the service. Jeff and Dave Wolf will 

  prepare technical logistics. Kama to help with liaison between the school and the 

  Church and help with planning. Services tentatively planned for 2pm and 4pm. 

  Details subject to change.   

 

• Pastor Dan’s Microphone  

 * The receiver for Pastor Dan’s microphone is defective but old. We could repair, but 

  replacement is ideal.  

 * Jeff Bradford made a motion to spend up to $1500 to replace Dan’s microphone 

  system.  Cody Miller Seconded. Motion Passed  

 

• Budget  

 * Discussion about budget. With 2020 being a bad year to use as a baseline, council 

  felt it  needed more time for teams to provide a realistic budget for next year. There 

  will be another meeting on Dec 2 to work on the overall budget. Teams will prepare 

  a rough draft prior to this meeting.   



Reports  
 

• Pastor Dan  

 * 4 Services, 4 Funerals, 2 Confirmation Classes, 22 Visitations  

 * Wants to push Pastor Chris Appreciation to December 6 from 11-12 as a drive thru 

  in the parking lot.  

 * Suggests moving confirmation to after Easter.  
 

• Parish Education/Youth  

 * Youth Christmas Service will be on December 20 and will be remote videos put 

  together for a program.  
 

• Property and Management  

 * Working on quotes for upgrading doors to all have security codes.   

 * Electric stove in kitchen doesn’t meet fire code for the type of fire suppression 

  system present. Will look to sell stove and upgrade to a gas range.   

 

  

Motion to Adjourn  

Moved: Jeff Bradford  

Seconded: Cody Miller  

Motion Passed  

Meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer  

 

 

First Lutheran Congregational Meeting Minutes 

Date: November 8, 2020 at 11:00am 

Meeting Notes:  

24 Members Attending In-Person 

39 Members Checked in on Facebook and Announced their Presence via Chat Window 

54 Peak Connections via Facebook 

237 Ballots Returned between November 4 and November 10 

232 Voted to approve calling Rev. Phillip Leer as the First Lutheran Church pastor 

0 Voted to disapprove calling Rev. Phillip Leer as the First Lutheran Church pastor 

0 voted to abstain from voting 

5 ballots had no marks in any of the above categories 

Called to Order at 11:00am by Mike Held 

New Business: 

Approval of Call for Pastor Phil Leer 

Showed Introduction Video 

Discussed Compensation Package 

Reviewed the Call Process 

Mailed paper ballots would be received between November 4 and November 10 

Adjourned at 11:20 
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We will be going back to in person worship services on 
Sunday, January 10

th
 at 9:30 a.m.   

 
 

 
Now that it is cold outside our food boxes are getting used A LOT and are 
always in need of food.  If you can help out that would be great!  Just drop 

your food off at the church office or right in the boxes.   
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN FILLING THEM SO FAR!    

What:  First Lutheran Church Annual Meeting 

When:  Sunday, January 31st  10:30 A.M. 

Please join us as we discuss our ministries of 

the past year and plans for the coming year.   


