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September 20, 2020  9:30 A.M. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass judgment on 
one another before examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of 
our neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make us humble, cast 
away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to 
do God’s work in the world.  Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”   Page 8 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

 

Building Faith and Transforming Lives in Christ 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  Pastor:  Let us pray….  
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and 
train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON:      
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare 
the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm 
to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that 
challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a 
bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites? 
 

Jonah 3:10--4:11 
 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 
them; and he did not do it.  4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became 
angry. 2He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was 
still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that 
you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for 
it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be 
angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become 
of the city.  6The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give 
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about 
the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked 
the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and 
the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. 
He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for 
you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the 
Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which 
you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I 
not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also 
many animals?” 
 

The Word of the Lord. RESPONSE:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:           
The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8) 
 

Psalm 145:1-8 
 

 1I will exalt you, my God and king, 
  and bless your name forever and ever. 
 2Every day will I bless you 
  and praise your name forever and ever. 
 3Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! 
  There is no end to your greatness. 
 4One generation shall praise your works to another 
  and shall declare your power.  
 5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 
  and all your marvelous works. 
 6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 
  and I will recount your greatness. 
 7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
 8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.   

GOSPEL:   
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that 
God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve. 
 

Matthew 20:1-16 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.  



5 

 

3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 
4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he 
did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; 
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired 
about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the 
first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the 
usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 
12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of 
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give 
to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. “Praise to you, O Christ.” 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON Pastor Christina Martin 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Take My Life, That I May Be”  Page 9 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.*  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
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WE GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

We have to stay financially strong. The ongoing ministry of our church is dependent on 
the tithes and offerings of our people. Our giving has to be modified to accommodate 
the new reality of not gathering in person for a few weeks. Electronic giving is the best 
way to do this. Many of you are already on our giving platform. If you are not giving 
electronically, this would be a good time to do that. You can sign up here https://
firstlutheranofmandan.com/. Simply click on the button on the right hand side that says 
“Give Online”.  If you prefer to make your gifts by check, you can drop it off at the 
church or mail it to 408 9th St NW Mandan, ND 58554. Staying strong in worship, 
caring ministries, and finances is important as we work to love and serve hurting people 
during this tumultuous time.  
 

MEAL 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/
https://firstlutheranofmandan.com/
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BENEDICTION 

 

SENDING HYMN    “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”  Page 10 
 

DOXOLOGY  

Pastor:  Go in peace, serve the Lord!     Cong: Thanks be to God! 
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  Attendance last Week:   Sunday  9:30 - 63  
Wednesday  6:00 - 10            

ON-GOING PRAYER CONCERNS:  
Noel Albrecht, Ernie Seeman, Amy McNalley, Darlene Hill, Crystal Halvorson, Brad Schmidt, Jared 
Barnhart, Joan Hanson, Arlene Dittus, Ron Otto, Elsie Rader, Rodney Olson, Wayne Walker, Edna Klein, 
Debbie Martineson, Hal Lang, Patrick Lang, Jason Bjorgen, Ken Charvat, Karen Rothmann, Dave 
Thomas, Irene Thomas, Val Olheiser, Milo Miller, Pauline Lentz, Joann Meyer, Preston Joyce, Susan 
Voigt, Toby Kienzle, Ryan Hilfer, Tom Frank, Pam Weng, Claudette Thompson, Kerry Stastny, Sharon 
Miller, Lois Smith, Barb Carl, Darbie Young, Jeff MacIver, Wally Joersz, Steve Long, Ardis Zunich, 
Sharon Meissel, Clem & Marilyn Dutchak, Keith Pfaff, Saxon Russel 
First Lutheran Church will be updating the prayer list periodically.  If a name is not listed and you 
would like it re-listed please call the church office at 663-3594.  We will re-list names for prayers. 
  

PLEASE KEEP THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED TO SERVICE FOR OUR 

COUNTRY IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Todd Bauer, Alex Dove, Jacob Selzler 

If you know of anyone who has ties to our congregation and is called to active duty, please contact 
the church office. 
 

2020 General Fund -YTD  Received  Budget   Difference 

2020 Building Fund-YTD  Received  Budget   Difference 

____________________________________________________________  
Pastor Dan Paulson’s phone number: 701-240-2681  

Pastor Christina Martin’s phone number: 219-512-5517  
(If you need to reach them please give them a call)  

         Musician: 
 
          9:30 Organ  -  Loretta White 
           

37 September 13, 2020  $323,319.98   $381,803.00   $(58,483.02) 

37 September 13, 2020  $32,798.50   $42,692.45   $(9,893.95) 
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Stewardship Campaign 
 

The measure of stewardship will always be wisdom, righteousness, and justice. 
Certainly, this involves how we use our money and how generous we are with 
our resources. But it will also always involve a measurement of how we interact 
with and treat other people. The vision given by the prophet Isaiah, the result of 
Christ’s arrival, is a vision of peace where pain and destruction are no more. 
We live in an era in which that vision is being fulfilled. Even as suffering and 
pain rage all around us, we have been gifted to bring peace and comfort to 
others. This is our proper stewardship.  We have been blessed with wisdom 
that leads to righteousness and justice. It is a wisdom not of our own, but from 
God, provided to us generously if we only ask (James 1:5). If we examine how 
this applies to our lives today, especially in regards to stewardship, we are 
given one big final reminder: stewardship is more than giving money. It is more 
than a tithe. It is the whole of how we care for, use, reveal, and share the 
wisdom, righteousness, love, justice, mercy, and grace of our wonderful 
God. 
 

DOWNLOAD THE “GIVE PLUS” APP TODAY! 
 
 
 

 

OR TEXT 8449340609 TO DONATE  
 

Giving Made Easy Give Plus Powered By Vanco Payment Solutions 
Electronic gifts are fast and secure, and they reduce administrative costs, 
allowing more of every dollar to fund the important work we are called to do.• 
Give anytime, anywhere to your favorite funds• Schedule and manage 
recurring donations • Make one-time donations to special appeals • Pay for 
events, programs and other activities. 
If you would like to give electronically, visit our website or contact the 
church office.  
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WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 

 

 

 

Sunday 20            7:00 Community Access Channel 12 or 612  

    9:30 Live Stream Worship  

    9:30 Worship  

                  

Monday 21    

                  

Tuesday 22  

  

Wednesday 23  You can watch Sunday service on Face

    book or our website 

             

Thursday 24           

 

Friday 25                   

        

Saturday 26   

 

Sunday 27            7:00 Community Access Channel 12 or 612  

    9:30 Live Stream Worship 

    9:30 Worship  
 

WE ARE REPLACING THE SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE WITH A COAT DRIVE! 
Many children in Mandan come to school in the winter with no coat, mittens, scarf, 
snow boots, etc.  If you have any of these gently used items please make sure they are 
washed/cleaned and bring them to the church.  The middle school/high school students 
are in need as well (especially coats).  There are SPECIAL BOX’S for these items in 
the narthex; please drop your donations in there.  Thank you for your kindness! 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 We extend our sympathy to the family of Shirley Albrecht.  Please 
keep her family in your prayers. 
____________________________________________________________ 
 We extend our sympathy to the family of Leland Rask.  Please keep 
his family in your prayers. 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  408 9

TH
 Street NW, Mandan, ND         Phone: 663-3594  

email: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org    www.firstlutheranofmandan.com 


