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My favorite part of worship was the sharing of God’s peace. Those that know
me, know that I am an introvert. When I am with people I don’t know, I have to
push myself to engage. In a lot of ways since those early church days, I have
learned to function in a completely different way. So isn’t it interesting, the
sharing of God’s peace was my favorite part of worship? For me, it was an
answer to a young girl’s prayer.

Associate Pastor
Rev. Christina Martin
663-3594

In middle school, I struggled with feeling isolated and alone. I felt like I had no
place to belong. Yet, in worship I was greeted with love. During the sharing of
God’s peace, I knew I belonged. In many ways, that gave me the courage to
discover my voice.

Parish Administrator
Jackie Schulz
663-3594

Fishing in Faith Weekend for Men
Friday, August 2- Sunday, August 4, 2019
at Camp of the Cross Ministries
Join us for an awesome weekend of fishing and fellowship with other men!
Registration cost is $85 (all meals, t-shirt & events)
Housing Options:

Sunday School Ministry
Coordinator
Kama Hoovestol
663-3594
Custodians
Ron & Mavis Watson

Private Room (single occupancy) $60 per night

Private Room (double occupancy) $30 per night
Retreat Cabins (10 people per room) $20 per night
RV Parking in campground $20 per night (only 3 sites with full hook up available)

Later, in college when my father was sent to Iraq as part of the Indiana National
Guard. My world felt like it was knocked off its center. The grief and depression
were overwhelming. I felt isolated from my family who were hours away. Yet, I
never stopped worshiping with the Lutheran Campus Ministry. Out of all the
places, out of all the times throughout my week, I only felt whole during worship.
Once again, the passing of God’s peace become an answer to my prayer. It felt
like I was literally soaking up God’s peace and love like a sponge. Through God,
through that peace, my world found its center.
As First Lutheran works through this time of change, as we start as tough
questions of ourselves, and as my family and I prepare to welcome our new son.
The sharing of the peace has become important again. Not just for me, but for
the entire community of First Lutheran.

Financial Administration
Jennifer Scheet

You see the sharing of God’s peace that happens during worship has meaning
and purpose. It isn’t just about shaking hands, catching up on the latest gossip,
or something designed to make people completely uncomfortable. Although, I
admit all those things happen. The sharing of God’s peace comes right after the
prayers because in some way it is an answer to our prayers.

First Lutheran Is A Mission
Partner with Camp of the
Cross Ministries

It is an answer to a world filled with grief and pain, it is the answer to a world
filled with change and conflict. When you and I share God’s peace, it is a
declaration and it is a proclamation.

Retreat Center (first come-first served)


Christ Lutheran Church in Hammond was my home congregation. When I was
in middle school and high school it felt like a sanctuary. I fell in love with worship
there, discovered my voice, and learned to love God. It will always be a lasting
and important part of my journey.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, and Christ will come again. It is Christ who enters
into your life offering peace, hope, salvation and love.
All this from just a few words, “Peace be with you.”



On line registration is at www.campofthecross.com (Retreats Section-choose the register on line
button)

I don’t know about you, but I can’t stop getting needing Christ’s peace, hope,
salvation, and love. I pray I never get tired of proclaiming Christ crucified and
risen.



Questions or would rather have a hard copy registration form please email Janis at
director@campofthecross.com or Dave Myers at bethanylutheraneducationteam@gmail.com

So peace be with you my sisters and brothers,
Pastor Chris
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Many children in Mandan begin school each
year without supplies. During the next few
months, please check the school supply
aisles and consider making a purchase for
those less
fortunate right here in
Mandan. Supplies needed are 24 box
crayons, pencils, erasers, glue, glue sticks,
rulers, scissors, back packs, folders and
regular or college ruled notebooks. Any
supplies received will be equally distributed
among
the
6
Mandan
elementary
schools. The schools last year were very appreciative of all the
supplies that were given to them! There will be a SPECIAL BOX
for these items in the narthex; please drop your donations in there.
Thank you for your kindness.

Friendship Circle is collecting school supplies for Lutheran World Relief.
Items needed: (for one complete school kit)



Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide-or college-ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper



One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other



One pencil sharpener



One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)



Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band



Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band



One box of 16 or 24 crayons



One 2½” eraser
One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth or nylon bag approximately 14” X 17” with shoulder straps (no standard
backpacks)

You may drop off these items in the Narthex in the boxes provided.

Thrivent “Choice Dollars”
If you are a member of Thrivent you are eligible to designate “Choice Dollars” and submit Action
Teams.

Do we have any blood donors here at First Lutheran Church?
We are wanting you to put this date on
your calendar because we are holding a
blood drive on Sunday, October 6th. If
you are a regular donor please schedule
your appointments so you can donate
here at the church!
Your help is GREATLY appreciated!
We are looking for people to help weed around the
church grounds. We have a whole city block that needs
attention and if we can get some people together we
could divide the block up so it would be easier for
everyone to keep up with. If you are interested please
call the church office and let us know.



People who have insurance or annuity products from Thrivent get to designate “Choice Dollars”
to qualified organizations. This money is not from your Thrivent account but is donated by
Thrivent and will go unused if you do not dedicate it. By selecting First Lutheran Church those
dollars get used by the church for various group activities.



Every member of Thrivent (16 & over) is eligible to submit two “Action Teams” a year. An action
team can be an event that builds up the community/church or that is a fundraising event for
various groups. Thrivent will give groups $250.00 in seed money as well as t-shirts, etc. for
items/advertising that may be needed for events. We have seen action team money used here
for LAF, Donkey Basketball and for other mission trip fundraisers.

We have many activities going on here at First Lutheran Church and these groups would qualify for
Thrivent help.
If you have any questions please call your Thrivent rep and they will get you started.

Remember….If you don’t dedicate your money it goes unused!
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Camp of the Cross Ministries Annual Golf Outing
Garrison Golf Course
Tuesday, August 6

th

Mark Your
Calendar…

Registration- 10:00 A.M.
Best Ball & Shot Gun start at 11:00 A.M.
$85 per person with a cart
$20 for supper guests

Would you be a sponsor of this event!?!
Contact Janis at janis@campofthecross.com
PLEASE RSVP BY JULY 30th!
REGISTER BY EMAILING info@campofthecross.com or calling 701-3372246

Attention All 8th Graders
and Parents:
A confirmation orientation meeting has been
scheduled for Sunday, August 4th at 7:00
P.M.

Lunch and supper provided
$70 per person if you are supplying your own cart

Upcoming Events

4th: 7:00 PM - 8th Grade
Confirmation Orientation
Meeting

If you plan to start confirmation classes
in the fall, you need to attend this
meeting.
Register on our website. Paper
forms are available on request.
We are also looking for adults to serve as small group leaders; if
you are interested please contact the office.

ATTENTION Confirmation
Students:

* Please give us your name or your foursomes names, a phone number and an
email address to contact you with.

Confirmation classes will start on
Wednesday, September 11th at 7:00 P.M for

Payment ahead is much appreciated!

all 8th & 9th graders.

Thank you for your patience with worship!
The worship team is taking shape. We have 2 congregation members from
each worship service in the fall and 2 council members [council members might
double up]. If you want to help with worship or give some suggestions just give them
a call or see them after worship. Loretta and Norma represent the 8:30 am worship;
Carol Nitschke and Tony Michlitsch are from council.
The worship team will pick hymns and determine the style of worship
throughout the year with input from the whole team. Pastor Gene and Pastor Chris
will give suggestions as needed; they are trained in the Lutheran styles of worship.
I think our Patriotic Hymns Sunday is a good example of what this team can do.
We will need more participation to make worship meaningful so please share your
gifts. I am hoping we can get the choir[s] going again in some form. Working with
the Church School team, we can have the youth share their musical gifts as well; so
let’s talk and try some things.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Gene

We are currently looking for church school
teachers for all grades on Sundays and
Wednesdays. Each class has team teachers so
that you don’t have to be here every week and
also have a partner to work with. We use a
great online based curriculum with easy-to-plan
lessons for each week.
Please prayerfully
consider serving the children of our
congregation in this way. If you have questions
or would like to volunteer, please call or email
the church office.

Church School is starting
soon!!
If you have not already registered your
child for church school, please do so as
soon as possible. Register on our
website. Paper forms are available on
request.
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Pastoral Acts
Baptisms:
June 2

Scout Evangeline Hurley
Anthony Allen Boucher
Maverick Jakob Riedinger

June 25

Shawn Mehlhoff

July 3
July 19

Gordon Berge
Arnold Albrecht

2020 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Ministers Action: PASSED
The Assembly adopted the 2019 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Ministers serving in the Western
North Dakota Synod as proposed by synod council.
Assembly Offerings: Worship Offering: $53,736 Synod Accompaniment Endowment Fund #Hunger
Ride: $778 for ELCA Wor ld Hunger & Disaster Appeal
Friday Banquet: $3,513 for our synod’s Four Bible Camps Sweet Deal for C.A.R.: over $11,242.09
Mission Gala Auction & Assembly Silent Auction to benefit Mission Fund: $9,014

Wedding:
Aaron Perez & Kaitlyn Lundstrom

Memorial Fund

2020 Synod Assembly will be held June 4-6, 2020 in Bismarck.

In memory of Grace Mork given by Virginia Hambrick, Dave &
Janis Bosch, Greg & Gail Mayer, Arden & Pat Hagerott, Larry
& Elaine Laubner, Chuck Mork.
In memory of Harry, Gerald & Sandy & Ruth Renken given by
Hilda Renken & family.
In memory of Gordon Berge given by Gary & Claudia
Tomanek (for carpet), Wayne & Denise Carlson, Greg & Gail
Mayer, Ralph & Naida Feland, Marvin & Donness Dietz,
Arden & Pat Hagerott, Russ & Jan Grabinger, Norma
Lundstrom, Kevin & Donna Fishbeck, Don & JoAnn Price,
Leon & Jeanne House.
In memory of Arnold Albrecht given by Loretta Quanbeck,
Walter & Leona Keidel, Ella Tomanek, Dave & Lualice
Stockert, Ralph & Naida Feland, Cal & Karen Fischer, Dennis
& Bernice Meyer, Faye Rodgers, Harold Wolf, Arden & Pat
Hagerott, Billie & Gerald Caya, L & J Tomanek, Marilyn
Johnson, Elroy & Jerilyn Tomanek, Dallas & Jennifer Scheet,
Vernon & Debra Tomanek, Gary & Claudia Tomanek, Joyce
Hinman.

Deadline for
articles for the
September
Newsletter will be
August 21st.
Worship Schedule

August ~ Mission of the Month
Lutheran World Relief
See page 11 for full details!

Special Thanks
Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers,
readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all
who have supplied goodies for the last month. Your help is
greatly appreciated!

AUGUST 2019

Western ND Fiscal Plan for 2020 Action: PASSED
The Assembly adopted the fiscal plan for the 2020 fiscal year as proposed by synod council.

Funerals:

June 22
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Summary of the Work of the Synod in Plenary
Elected to Serve on WND Synod Council: Conference Representatives: Badlands Conference, Clergy - Rev.
Mary Wiggins, Scranton; Lonetree Conference, Lay Position - Mr. Brett Sitz; Upper Missouri Conference,
Clergy – Rev. Michael Olson; Western Prairie Conference, Lay Position – Mr. Troy Langmaack; At-Large
Position - Ms. Alyson Schepp, At-Large (Youth) Position - Ms. Brooklyn Bang.

Otto Ryan Landis

July 10
July 14
July 21
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Sunday ~
9:30 am
Wednesday ~
6:00 pm

Color me!
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Almost 300 members of the Western North Dakota Synod gathered together in Minot on June 6-8, 2019 for
Synod Assembly.

Kingdom Dreams: Thy Kingdom Come Rev. Dr. Phil Hirsch, Director of ELCA Domestic Mission Unit shared
with those attending the preassembly workshop the importance of starting conversations in our daily lives. He
reminded participants to ask the important question, “What is God calling us to do?” After asking the question
he explained that God is calling us to be human beings again by using the ways of Jesus and going beyond our
level of comfort and loving those both like and unlike ourselves.
Various workshops explored ways we can go beyond our comfort zone and engage our neighbors where God
is calling us to be. Workshops focused on ministry with those recovering from addiction, the LGBTQ
community, engaging conversations around race and ethnic diversity, working to address hunger issues
locally, and the spiritual practice of bread making and feeding others.
Mission Gala Dinner and Silent Auction Once again the Mission Gala Auction and Silent Auction were great
fun. We gathered at Christ Lutheran Church. Rostered ministers and other volunteers served. The conversation
was lively, and the atmosphere was festive as $7,725 was raised for the Mission Fund which provides seed
money for mission across our territory.
Pub Theology A new addition to synod assembly this year was Pub Theology, led by Rev. Joe Natwick of St.
John Lutheran Church of Dickinson. Pub Theology allowed participants to experience a model of Bible study
that goes to where the people are and engages questions of faith, life & theology in conversation.
Synod Assembly
Kingdom of God is Like . . . Dreams, Desires & Demands
Synod Assembly officially started with opening worship on Friday morning with Bishop Mark Narum
preaching. Bishop Mark invited those in attendance to share in glimpses of the kingdom. We were reminded
that we have been set free from sin. death and darkness to serve our neighbors. Bishop Mark reminded
everyone that we have been called to live for the sake of others and be the gospel in the world today.
ELCA Churchwide Report
Rev. Dr. Phil Hirsch, Director of ELCA Domestic Mission Unit, shared a thank you to congregations in
Western North Dakota for their continued support of the larger church. Rev. Dr. Hirsch explained that
membership numbers in the ELCA have been dropping but asked us to focus on two things: Congregational
Vitality and Leadership in the church. Although membership may be declining, seeds are being planted
throughout the world and it is time to nurture those seeds.
Bible Engagement
The three Bible engagement times were led by LYO Board member, Madison Wutzke of Faith Lutheran
Church of Bismarck. The sessions included a time of dwelling in the word, conversations at tables with new
and old friends, and short videos featuring Bishop Mark challenging assembly participants to go “Live the
Kingdom.” The studies were broken down into the sub-categories of the assembly: Dreams, Desires, and
Demands and are available for your use at: wndsynod.org/kingdom-of-god-study
Hunger Ride
On June 4th, a team of bicyclists from around the synod embarked on a #HungerRide to raise awareness and
funds for World Hunger. Together they biked just over 100 miles in 3 days, spreading the word about this
important ministry of our church. Through T-shirt sales & in-person donations received at synod assembly,
this group raised $778 for ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Response.
Continued on next page
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First Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
Thursday, June 20, 2019

2019 Synod Assembly

Preassembly Events
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Members Present: President Kevin Fishbeck, V President Wayne Friesz, Tony Michlitsch, Ron
Webb, Jennifer Scheet, Mike Held, Carol Nitschke, Pastor Chris, Pastor Gene
Absent: Secretary Jeff Bradford, Cody Miller, Mike Hatzenbuhler
Pastor Gene lead devotions.
Ron moved and Wayne seconded to approve minutes from the last meeting. Motion carried.
Financial Report – Jennifer gave the updated expense and income figures for the month of May.
Current operating Cash Balance - $106,567.92
Her report was approved by the council.
We discussed the financial format and agreed to a format that is friendly to the council. We also
discussed that mileage (for next year) should be paid per mile and not a flat amount.
Education Youth Position Update – Past Chris indicated she visited with an applicant. A review
of this position will be scheduled for later in July with Jeff, Pastor Chris, Kevin and Kama H.
There was discussion as to whether we are ready for this position. Kama is available for this
Fall and we need to look for a Wednesday Sunday School position.
We have one person interested in the contemporary worship position. We are going to put this
position on hold for now.

Wayne moved and Tony seconded not to have a service on July 3rd due to the Independence Day
activities in Mandan. Motion carried. We will get the cancellation on Facebook, the church
bulletin and the church website.
Jackie and Jeff are taking the lead on the July 4th parade float. We are looking for donations
for the expense of the float and candy. Float assembly and decorating will take place July 3 rd at
6:30pm at Jakes’s Auto Glass.
Tony moved and Wayne seconded to replace the window air conditioner in Pastor Gene’s office.
Motion carried.
Discussion was held regarding our involvement with the Banquet at Trinity Lutheran in
Bismarck. We need to look at ways to get this information out to our members who would want
to volunteer. Dates we are being asked to help are June 29, July 27 and August 24.
Discussion was held regarding lawn and yard work at the church. In the past – Jason Tomanek
was helping and currently Claudia and Gary Tomanek are doing a lot of the work. It was
discussed that we should ask church members to “adopt” a certain portion of the yard to take
care of throughout the summer. Kevin will map out the church lot and we will look for
volunteer groups/families to take certain sections of the lot.
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Vacation for employees was discussed. Jennifer explained that carry over hours are based on
how long an employee has been with the church. If an employee carries over 2 weeks – it must
be taken within 6 months. There currently is no cap on sick leave. Sick leave hours are not
paid out when an employee leaves. It was decided that an HR committee should review the sick
leave and vacation policies for changes that could be looked into beginning Jan 1, 2020.
Kevin will get a church policy manual to the church council members.
Salaries for Cathy Long – suspended for the summer months
Salary for Kathy Brandvold – she will be paid the same for the summer months
Parking Lot Bids – presented by Wayne. Bid came in at $12,589 by Jeepers Sweepers. Ron W
moved and Carol N seconded to accept this bid. Motion passed. We discussed options to pay
this obligation including memorial monies and possibly making an appeal to the congregation.
The assembling of a call committee was discussed. The names of the members who volunteered
to serve were presented to the council. The members who will be asked to serve on the
committee will be notified before the July meeting.
Pastor Reports:
Pastor Gene reported he is coordinating hospital and shut in visitations. He also presented a
proposal to encourage members to help on the worship committees for each of the services. It
was agreed that we would circulate surveys at each service relative to how our members view
each service and how we can enhance worship. Surveys will be collected and reviewed by the
worship committee.
Pastor Chris reported she had 1 baptism, 1 funeral and 1 nursing home service.
She continues to participate in Faithful Innovation. She will be on vacation June 21 st – July 5th.
Property Management committee reported that church cleanup went well. They had a good
turnout and accomplished many of the tasks that were needed. They continue to work on the
parking lot project. They also continue to work with Lillis Electric to get the fans in the
sanctuary installed.
Correspondence was read to the council.
Rally Day will be September 9th. We will be planning a picnic following the service. The goal is
set for a fun service filled with music. We will be doing a media blast and promoting this to the
congregation.
Submitted by,
Carol Nitschke
Acting Secretary

