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The staff at 
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We’re on the web! 

Council E-mail:   

cc@firstlutheranofmandan.org  

25There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear 
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great 

glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near."   Luke 21:25-28  NRSV 

 A parishioner recently told me that its ‘too hot outside’ for December.  I, for one, 
am not complaining!  But the parishioner went on to say that the world will soon end 
because the warmth outside and the recent earthquake in Alaska tell us that we are in the 
‘last days’ as scripture tells us.  The parishioner told me that Alaska never has 
earthquakes and so this is a sure ‘sign’.  Actually, Alaska has far more earthquakes every 
year than any other state in the union.  The parishioner was anxious and worried about all 
the ‘signs’. 

 Recently while getting ready for work one morning, ‘CBS This Morning’ aired a 
piece on the “Survivalist Magazine”, a publication that has had a 40% jump in subscribers 
as people clamor for information on how to make it through ’the end’ as we know it and 
make it to the other side.  I would assume that some of these people are people of faith 
and so this panic at the ’what ifs?’ in life is somewhat disappointing to me.  I was also 
somewhat amused to learn that the publisher of the “Survivalist Magazine” also conducts 
’training camps’ for people to learn survivalist skills.  They are booked up for this year but 
are taking reservations for next year.  I found it rather interesting that if on the one hand 
we are lifting up a soon to come Armageddon that one would also be taking reservations 
for next year ’just in case.’  

 Scripture seems pretty clear in telling us that humanity is not going to be clued in 
as to when the end of the world is going to be.  It would appear that the focus of the 
scriptural word to us on this subject is that we should be passionate about today.  Each 
day comes to us a gift...each day has opportunities for service and growth.  To spend our 
time worrying about the ‘what ifs?’ in the world tend to only paralyze us and make us 
retreat into a cocoon that will hopefully shield us from the world.  I remember as a child in 
the ‘60s going through all of those ‘air raid drills’ at school; getting into a fetus position 
under our desks at Webster Elementary in Williston or going to the ‘bomb shelter’ with the 
NORAD warning stickers all over the walls at Williston Junior High School.  In hindsight, 
all of those exercises did nothing other than make it hard to fall asleep at night. 

 I have a book in my office entitled “Fearless” by Max Lucado. I used it for a Bible 
Study here several years ago.  In the book Lucado states that Jesus mentioned ‘being led 
astray’ first in his description of the end of the world. (Mark 13, Matthew 24 for example)  
Jesus told about false teachers that will emerge in the final days.  Don’t be wooed by their 
slick appearances, silver-tongued oratory, or performances.  They’ll command multitudes 
and miracles.  Large audiences and spectacular deeds.  Throngs of people.  Displays of 
power.  When you see them, be careful.  High volume doesn't equate with sound faith.  
Don’t be impressed by numbers or tricks.  Satan can counterfeit both. 

 Yes, life in this new year of 2019 (yes, I’m thinking we’ll still be around) will be 
scary at times.  Here’s a quote from the book Fearless for you  -  “Everything will work out 
in the end.  If it’s not working out, it’s not the end.”  Write a prayer about the things that 
are not working out in your life today,  Take time each day to pray the prayer you wrote, 
and trust God to take care of those concerns you bring to him. 

Until next time, 

Pastor Lee 
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The 2018 Bismarck—Mandan CROPWALK for Hunger raised $7,792.19 to help alleviate hunger 

related needs locally and throughout the world. 
 

THANK YOU to all who promoted the CROPWALK!   THANK YOU to those who participated and 

contributed to make a difference! 
 

CROPWALKS began HERE in 1969 and next year we celebrate the 50
th
 Anniversary of 

CROPWALKS! 
 

Please consider helping to plan the 2019 celebration as we work with Church World Service 

leadership in planning. 
 

Call Allison Germolus (400-0053) or Mary Sherer (255-2536) to share your interest in planning the 

50
th
 Anniversary of CROPWALK celebration!   We NEED your support! 

Lunch At First (LAF) is a ministry of this congregation.  Every Thursday from October 
through May, we provide a free lunch for students from Mandan High School.  We serve a rotating 
menu of Sloppy Joes, Sandwiches, Mac & Cheese, Hot Dogs, and Nachos.  We are serving over 
400 kids each week!  We have volunteers who help to cook and serve the meals and clean up each 
week. 
 Why do we do this?  Because we love these young people and want them to know it!  We 
want them to come in our doors and see that this is a safe, inviting place.  We do it because God’s 
love has no requirements.  We are blessed weekly by their “Thank you’s”, laughter and smiles.  We 
are also blessed by the company of the many volunteers each week as we work together.   
 Stop by some Thursday and see the young people who join us each week and also see 
God’s work among us!    There are many ways that you can help!  We always need people to help 
serve the meals on Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  If you are interested, please contact 
Pastor Lee or Jackie.  We can also use financial donations to help the church with the cost.  Stop by 
some Thursday and see the young people who join us each week and also see God’s work among 
us! 

What:  First Lutheran Church Annual Meeting 

When:  Sunday, January 27th  9:30 A.M. 

Please join us as we discuss our ministries of 

the past year and plans for the coming year.   

 



BLOOD DRIVE  

The “Bloodmobile” will be here at First Lutheran Church on Sunday, January 20th 

from 9:30 A.M.-Noon.  There will be a table set up in the narthex starting early 

January to reserve your spot so please keep your eye out for it or you can schedule 

an appointment by going to this link: www.bloodhero.com, sponsor code:  

H1200 .  If you are 16 or older and at least 110 pounds you most likely can give 

blood.  Please help us fill our spots and SAVE LIVES at the same time. We are 

looking to get at least 10 people to give blood (hopefully more).  Thank you so 

much for helping us try to reach our goal! 
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Mark Your 

Calendar… 

2nd:  No Confirmation 

3th:  LAF ~ Hot Dogs 

9th: 7pm - Confirmation - 

Large Group 

10th:  No LAF 

16th:  7pm - Confirmation - 

Large Group 

17th:  LAF ~ Sloppy Joes 

23rd:  No Confirmation  

24th:  LAF ~ Sandwiches 

30th:  7pm - Confirmation - 

Small Group 

31st:  LAF ~ Nachos 

 

 

 

Save the Date!  

Camp of the Cross Staff will be here for Day Camp June 3rd - 

7th!  Be looking for more information in coming newsletters!  

As a way of saying thank you for all your help and support, we want to get 

you just as excited as we are for this summer.  So here is some information 

about what will be doing this summer:  

We will be participating with a group called Discovering Opportunities for 

Outreach and Reflection (DOOR).  Our DOOR Atlanta Discover experience 

will center on the theme of Bread for the Journey and answers the question 

of "who is our neighbor?" by using the Bible and writings of Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. We will engage this theme and focus question through 

service work and community interactions. We will get to go to the King 

Center to learn more about social justice and the changes the city of Atlanta 

has experienced because of the Civil Rights Movement. 

DOOR Atlanta partners with 32 agencies across the city. Here are just a few 

bits of service we may be doing: working at a local soup kitchen, packing 

and sending medical supplies to send to third world countries, or working on 

a local urban farm.   

Thank you for your support!  Be looking for more information about our trip 

in future newsletters.  

https://www.bloodhero.com/index.cfm?group=op&step=2&opid=801929&opidh=54224CDE81945DDB043391CB2584802D&idt=43096.623588
https://www.bloodhero.com/index.cfm?group=op&step=2&opid=801929&opidh=54224CDE81945DDB043391CB2584802D&idt=43096.623588
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Sunday ~ 

 8:30 am ~ Traditional 

 10:45 am ~ Contemporary 

 9:30 am ~ Coffee 

 9:30 am ~ Church School 

  

 Wednesday ~ 

 6:00 pm ~ Transitional 

 6:00 pm  ~ Church School 

 7:00 pm  ~ Confirmation 

Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms:   

 December 2 Brynlee Faith Anderson 

 December 9 Leah Kay Wolf 

 

Weddings: 

 December 14 Nickolas Day & Kymberlee Barr 

 December 15 Armando Parada & Summer Reineke

   

Funerals: 
  

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Dave Poppe given by Ralph & Naida 

Feland, Arden & Pat Hagerott. 

In memory of Lloyd Keidel given by Morlen & JoAnn 

Howard. 

Deadline for 

articles for the 

February 

Newsletter will be 

January 22nd.  

 

January ~ Mission of the Month 

Weekend Meals for Mandan Kids 

Items needed are Chap Stick, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit 

Cups, Canned Fruit, Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding Cups, 

Applesauce, Chef Boyardee', Mac & Cheese, Soups, 

Hamburger Helper, Spaghetti Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, Pop 

Tarts, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Rice A Roni, Pasta Roni, 

Pork and Beans, Baked Beans, Pancake Mix-no eggs required 

such as Krusteaz Brand, Syrup, Canned Tuna, Chicken, Ham.  

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE! 

You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex.  Thank 

you!  
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Thank you to everyone 

who took an angel tree 

name.  We had 256 kid’s 

names from Mandan 

Public Schools and all of 

the names were spoken 

for!  Your thoughtfulness 

helped a family in need.  

Also, thank you to 

everyone who helped 

prepare and decorate the 

church for the Advent and 

Christmas season! 
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

Date: November 15, 2018 
 

Members present: Pastor Lee Herberg, Pastor Christina Martin, President DJ Campbell, Vice 

President Wayne Friesz, Secretary Andrea Bonness, Ron Webb, Mike Hatzenbuhler, and Jeff 

Bradford. 

Member absent: Jill Miller, Kevin Fishbeck, and Tony Michlitsch. 

Devotions were presented by Pastor Christina Martin 

Approval of Agenda: 

Moved by:  Wayne Friesz 

Seconded by:  Mike Hatzenbuhler 

Motion Passed 

Approval of Secretary’s Report and Minutes 

Moved by: Ron Webb  

Seconded by: Wayne Friesz 

Motion Passed 

Financial Report: 

Income for October 2018  $57,866.28  Expenses  $53,209.64 

Additional expenses for October included repairs $1,114.04, Leadership Seminar $1,000.00, 

mowing for $780.00, last payment to Al Fitterer of $7,178.76 (renovation) & Confirmation 

Banquet $2,037.60  

Building Fund Balance= $31,427.10 

Cash on Hand= $120,083.70 

Lutefisk income $11,475.52 expenses $6,214.70 

Unfinished Business 

* Sanctuary Ceiling Fans:  tabled 

* Education/Youth Director Staff Position:  Search continues 

*Sanctuary Choir Director/Worship Coordinator Position(s):  Search continues  

* Review of Bidding Process:  Still in progress, team will meet to review the process. 

* 2019 Budget:  Teams proposed budget line item estimates to be finalized at December 

meeting. 

A service agreement proposal was received from Energy Tech Systems, Inc. in reference to the 

new heating/cooling system.  This will need to be added into the budget; more research is 

needed to finalize. 



*Leadership for Faithful Innovation process:  A proposed survey was handed out with a 

goal for church leaders to understand its congregational spiritual life and church engagements.  

Pastor Lee will present additional questions to clarify certain survey information. 
 

New Business 

 December worship services will be the following dates: December 23 at 9:30 am, December 

24 at 2:00 pm 4:00 pm & 7:00 pm, no service on Wednesday December 26 and one service at 

9:30 am on December 30.  Moved by Ron Webb Seconded by Jeff Bradford.  Motion passed 

 A ribbon cutting ceremony will be held on November 18, 2018 at 9:30 am in reference to the 

completion of the renovation process. 

Staff Evaluations are due November 30, 2018 
 

Reports 

Pastor Lee: 3 Baptisms 0 Funerals 0 Weddings 0 Committals 

Conducted communion services at the Mandan Prospera nursing & assisted living facilities. 

Attended ZOOM leadership Innovation  
 

Pastor Christina: 4 Baptisms 4 Funerals 1 Wedding (for October & November) 

Nursing home service in October. 

4 youth attended LYO in Bismarck 

Attended the leadership innovation meeting 

Continues to Mentor Intern Bethany  
 

Stewardship: No report 
 

Worship: No report 
 

Parish Education/Youth: 37 students were confirmed 

Youth Christmas programs will be December 9 and December 12 

2nd graders will receive bibles on December 2 and December 5.  These are donated by Tom and 

Linda Anseth. 
 

Evangelism and Outreach: LAF continues and is well attended, Trunk or Treat was a huge 

success with 27 trunks and 900 plus kids; special thanks to the Mandan Fire Department for 

donating the hot dog buns and to Cloverdale for donating the hot dogs. 
 

Property and Management:  No report 
 

Correspondence:  A thank you card was received from Pastor Lee presented to the council for 

gift card received for pastor appreciation month. 
 

Motion to Adjourn/Lord’s Prayer 
 

Motion by: Jeff Braford 
 

Seconded by: Wayne Friesz  
 

The meeting was adjourned by President DJ Campbell.  The next Council meeting will be at 

7:00 pm on December 20, 2018.  The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Minutes submitted by: Andrea Bonness, Secretary 
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