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This year Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day, February 14th. We will
celebrate the gift of love at the same time that we are pondering our own mortality.
A group of professional people posed this question to
a group of 4 to 8 year olds, “What does love mean?”
1) “When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t
bend over and paint her toenails anymore. So my
grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his
hands got arthritis too. That’s love.” Rebecca—age
8
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2) “When someone loves you, the way they say
your name is different. You just know that your name
is safe in their mouth.” Billy—age 4
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Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phone?
What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?
What if we flipped through it several times a day?
What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it?
What if we used it to receive messages from the text?
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4)

“Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to him, to make sure the taste is OK.” Danny—age 7

5)

“Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents
and listen.” Bobby—age 7
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6)

“If you want to learn love better, you should start with a friend who you hate.”
Nikka—age 6

7)

“Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, and then he wears it everyday.”
Noelle—age 7

8)

“Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken.” Elaine—age 5

9)

“Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is handsomer than Brad Pitt.” Chris—age 7
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What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it?
What if we gave it to kids as gifts?
What if we sued it when we traveled?
What if we used it in case of emergency?
This is something to make you go … hmm… where is my Bible?
Unlike our cellphone, we don’t have to worry about our Bible being disconnected, because Jesus
already paid the bill.
Makes you stop and think where are my priorities? And no dropped calls! When Jesus died
on the cross, he was thinking of you!
(Taken from the North Dakota Legion News)

3) “Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries without making them
give you any of theirs.” Chrissy—age 6

First Lutheran Is A Mission
Partner with Camp of the
Cross Ministries

10) “I know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old clothes and
has to go out and buy new ones.” Lauren—age 4
11) And the final one—Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once talked about a contest he was asked to judge. The purpose of the contest was to find the most
caring child. The winner was a four year old child whose next door neighbor
was an elderly gentleman who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man
cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman’s yard, climbed onto his lap, and
just sat there. When his mother asked him what he had said to the neighbor,
the little boy said, “Nothing, I just helped him cry.”
There are times when the wisdom of a child breaks through the burdens of
the day and gives us all a fresh perspective! As we move now into the season of
Lent, remember that Lent is also a time for the ‘springtime of the soul’...listen to a
child and be amazed at their insight into the wonder of God’s love!
Until next time,
Pastor Lee
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All 5th graders are invited to come and learn about the
Sacrament of Holy Communion!!
Classes will be held on Tuesday, February 27th and March 6th at 7 P.M., as well as,
Sunday, March 11th at 2:30 P.M. First Communion to take place on Thursday, March 29th at
7 P.M. with a group picture beforehand.
All classes will be held at First Lutheran Church in Mandan. Parents or guardians should
attend with their youth. There is a cost of $10 payable at the first class.
If you plan to attend the classes, please register on our website via the registration page. Paper
registration by request.

Please register no latter than Wednesday, February 14th.
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Mark Your
Calendar…

Easter Garden

Easter is right around the corner. As we prepare to
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus, it is also a
wonderful time to beautify our church and honor our
loved ones. The youth of our church are selling Easter
Garden Flowers. They will purchase a mix of Lilies
and Mums to decorate the Sanctuary for Easter.
Flowers may be picked up after the 11:00 A.M. Easter
service. Order forms will be available in the narthex
starting February 4th. Orders can be placed in the
offering plate or the church office. The price for
each plant is $13.00. Orders must be placed by
Sunday, February 25th. (We can’t place late
orders!)

1st: LAF-Nachos
7th: 7pm - Confirmation Large Group
8th: LAF-Baked Potatoes
14th: 7pm - Confirmation -

Large Group
15th: LAF-Hot Dogs
21st: No Confirmation
22nd: LAF-Sloppy Joes

MORE THAN 20 YEARS AGO, the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a
simple prayer from a single youth group:
“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be
mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.”
Since that day, more than $98 million has been raised for local charities
across the country through Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a
powerful movement that is transforming the time around Super Bowl
weekend into the nation’s largest celebration of giving and serving.
Through this mission, young people learn what it’s like to make a positive
difference in the world – as they collect food, raise money and volunteer to
work in charities that provide shelter to the homeless, food to the hungry
and compassion to those in need. Be part of this movement that is sharing
God’s love with those in need. Please give generously on Super Bowl
Sunday. The money we collect from First Lutheran will go to Mandan’s
Backpack for Kids program, our 2018 Souper Bowl of Caring charity
of choice. We will take donations on February 4th at both services.

28th: 7pm - Confirmation -

Small Group

Any youth who are planning on attending Bible Camp this summer and
want to raise some money, please let Pastor Chris know by Sunday,
March 11th. Her email is christina@firstlutheranofmandan.org or call
her at 663-3594. Thank you!

First Lutheran Penny War!
February 4- 21, 2018
Put your spare change toward a great cause. All
proceeds from our penny war fundraiser will go to
support our Mission Trip youth.
Pennies are “positive.” Here’s how it works:



Containers are located in the Narthex. Please note
that the containers will be available only before and
after worship.

 Each penny counts as one positive point for
YOUR person of choice – Jackie, Pastor Lee, or
Pastor Chris.
 Each silver coin counts as negative points
for the OTHER person. In other words,
dropping a quarter in another person’s bucket
takes 25 points from their total.
 At the end of the day on February 21, all
change/points will be tallied and the person
with the most points will win a PERSONAL DAY
OFF.


Start saving your change—it can make a big difference!
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Pastoral Acts
Baptisms:
January 10
January 28

Tyler James Bernhardt
Caden Alan Beaty

Weddings:
Funerals:

Memorial Fund
In memory of Ray & Myra Renschler given by Tim
& Susan Kruckenberg.
In memory of George & Florence Hopkins given by
George & Sharon Hopkins.

February ~ Mission of the Month
Weekend Meals for Mandan Kids
Items needed are Chap Stick, Tuna, Canned Chicken, Peanut
Butter, Jelly, Fruit Cups, Canned Fruit, Granola Bars, Cereal,
Pudding Cups, Applesauce, Chef Boyardee', Mac & Cheese,
Soups, Hamburger Helper, Spaghetti, Elbow & Spiral Noodles,
Spaghetti Sauce, Pop Tarts, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Rice A
Roni, Pasta Roni, Pork and Beans, Baked Beans, Pancake Mixno eggs required such as Krusteaz Brand, Syrup, Hats,
Mittens, Scarves.

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE!
You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex. Thank
you!

Special Thanks
Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers,
readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all
who have supplied goodies for the last month. Your help is
greatly appreciated!

Deadline for
articles for the
March Newsletter
will be February
19th.

Worship Schedule
Sunday ~
8:30 am ~ Traditional
10:45 am ~ Contemporary
9:30 am ~ Coffee
9:30 am ~ Church School
Wednesday ~ Lenten Schedule ~
Noon & 6:00 pm ~ Lenten Services
6:00 pm ~ Church School
7:00 pm ~ Confirmation
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Ash Wednesday is on February
14th.(This service will be at 6:00
P.M. only)
Service times on Wednesdays
during Lent will be at 12:00 P.M.
or at 6:00 P.M.

Guest Pastors for Lenten Services:
February 21st

Rev. Paul Schick from Trinity Lutheran in Bismarck

February 28th

Rev. Sylvia Bull from Faith Lutheran in Bismarck

March 7nd

Rev. Christina Martin

March 14th

Rev. Jon Splichal Larson from Faith Lutheran in Bismarck

March 21st

Rev. Steve Sathre from Trinity Lutheran in Bismarck

The ‘soup and breads’ will be served at 11:15 A.M. prior to the service at noon. The evening service
will remain at 6:00 P.M. as it is the rest of the year, with pizza still available for Wednesday School
children and their families. This format will also allow us to have regular confirmation classes
continue to meet at their usual 7:00 P.M. time.
We are looking for people that would be interested in making soup for our Lenten soup
lunches this year. Our first lunch will be February 21 st. Please call the church office at 663-3594 if
you are interested. The dates for these Lenten soup lunches will be: February 21 st, February 28th,
March 7th, March 14th & March 21st.

On Ash Wednesday, February 14th, we will have one service at 6:00 P.M.
Mid-week Lent Services will be at 12:00 noon & 6:00 P.M.
on February 21 & 28, March 7th, 14h, 21st.
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Date: 12-21-2017
Members present:
Pastor Lee Herberg, Pastor Christina Martin, President Jessie Hilfer, Vice President DJ Campbell, Secretary
Andrea Bonness, Wayne Friesz, Ron Webb, Tim Faller, Kevin Fishbeck and Jill Miller.
Members absent: None
Devotions were presented by Pastor Christina Martin
Approval of Agenda:
Moved by: DJ Campbell
Seconded by: Jill Miller
Motion Passed
Secretary’s Report and Approval of Minutes
Moved by: Ron Webb
Seconded by: Tim Faller
Motion passed
Financial Report/Review
Income for November: $48,928.58 Expenses $61,922.58
Extra expenses included $8,266.87 to Al Fitterer for engineer consulting and building plans and $7,830.00 to
Tricorne for the new projection system. Cash on hand: $206,544.18 and the Building Fund carries a positive
balance of $20.455.52; an additional $1,312.50 was received for the month of November.
Unfinished Business
Topic: Additional Video Cameras
A bid was received from TS Security in the amount of $1,168.22 to add 2 additional cameras to the east
parking lot.
A motion was made by Tim Faller to approve and accept the bid.
It was seconded by Jill Miller.
Motion passed.
Topic: Staff Evaluations
They have been completed.
Topic: 4th of July Float
Tabled
Topic: 2018 Council
Tony Michlitsch and Mike Hatzenbuhler have accepted nominations and Jill Miller will accept the 1 year
position nomination. DJ Campbell and Jessie Hilfer will make some calls to fill the final position.
Topic: 2018 Budget
Finalized. A discussion was held on adding a Youth Director position.
Tim Faller made a motion to approve the position and the offer of a $3,000.00/month salary plus an
additional $300.00 to cover medical and travel expenses. It was seconded by Kevin Fishbeck. Motion passed
with DJ Campbell objecting.
A new motion was made to amend the previous motion by Tim Faller to approve $3,000.00 per month salary
plus $500.00 to cover medical and travel expenses and for the position to start in July of 2018 and be added
to the 2018 budget. It was seconded by Kevin Fishbeck. Motion passed with DJ Campbell objecting.
A motion was made by Kevin Fishbeck to approve a 4% budget increase for the staff for 2018. It was
seconded by Jill Miller. Motion passed.
Upon further discussion, Kevin Fishbeck made a motion to amend the previous motion to approve a 5%
increase for full time staff and a 3% increase for the part time staff. Wayne Friesz seconded. Motion passed.
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New Business
> Annual Meeting
The Annual meeting will be held on Sunday January 28, 2018 at 9:30 am.
Reports:
Pastor Lee:
1 Baptism 1 Funeral 1 Wedding 0 additional committals
He presided at the ordination service for Bill Dodd and was the guest preacher.
Pastor Chris:
1 Baptism 2 Funerals 1 Wedding 0 additional committals
She represented the Western North Dakota Synod and presented a thank you to St. John’s church in Dickinson for their benevolence giving to the synod.
Special Events:
> Church school programs were performed on Sunday, December 17th and Wednesday, December 20th.
> Senior Christmas service and meal was held on Dec 8th with 100 plus in attendance.
Stewardship:
No Report
Worship:
No Report
Parish Education/Youth:
> Special thanks to Kama Hoovestol for directing the church school programs.
> Church school in now on break until January.
> The youth are selling caramel rolls again for a fund raising project with proceeds going towards the mission
trip next summer.
Evangelism and Outreach:
> The last LAF for 2017 was held today; still serving around 400 kids.
> Puzzle distribution donations and distributions continue to senior housing facilities.
> 265 kids will receive gifts from First Lutheran. All angel tree names were fulfilled.
Special thanks to Linda Anseth for coordinating the project again this year. All recipients are from the Mandan School System.
Property and Management:
A report has been received from Badlands Environmental Consultants Inc. There are several areas that contain asbestos and will need to be remediated prior to the remodel project. It was perceived that most of
these had be taken care of in the 1995 improvements but were not possibly due to budget issues. The estimated cost will be anywhere between $25,000 to 50,000.
Correspondence:
A thank you memo was received from Golden Ages for donations in the amount of $133.17 for November for
the home delivered meal program. A thank you memo received from Missouri Slope for donations received
in the amount of $244.72 for November. A thank was received from the Luther Seminary for the $4,400.00
scholarship donation that was presented to Janie Hague for her studies.
Motion to Adjourn/Lord’s Prayer
Motion by: Wayne Friesz Seconded by: Kevin Fishbeck
Meeting was adjourned by President Jessie Hilfer. The next Council meeting will be at 9:30 on January 28,
2018 (The Annual Meeting). The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Minutes Submitted by: Andrea Bonness, Secretary

