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We’re on the web! 

Happy 

Valentine’s Day 

from the staff at 

First Lutheran 

Church! 

"He loves me. He loves me not." 

or “She loves me. She loves me not.” Who 

among us hasn't plucked the petals of a 

flower saying those exact words with each 

tug?  Each of us hoping the last petal might 

reveal the answer we are longing for.  I 

certainly did as a child.  

Everywhere you look you can’t 

seem to escape the theme of love.  Hobby 

Lobby, Target, Wal-Mart, the TV is all the 

same in the month of February.   We get 

over run with ideals of “true love”, “love at 

first sight”, and “happy ever after”;  

everything you might read in a valentine in 

the Hallmark card aisle.  February has a 

way of over running us with "He loves me. 

He loves me not." or “She loves me. She 

loves me not.”    

The truth of the matter is the 

month of February, let alone Valentine’s 

Day, is very rarely straight out of a 

Hallmark card.  There are some who by 

choice have never found their love, others 

who feel left on the sidelines watching 

everyone else have their fairy tale ending, 

and others still who have been with a 

partner for years, their love maturing into 

something more, something different.  The 

reality is harsh; no matter how deep and 

how pure our human love is, it will always 

let us down.  When we place expectations 

of “true love”, “love at first sight”, and 

“happy ever after” on our relationships we 

are doomed to fail.     

So why is it we celebrate the 

month of February with pink hearts and red 

roses?  On a deep, sometimes unconscious 

level we are longing for a relationship in 

which we can be fully known and fully 

loved for who we truly are.  

 I have always found it interesting 

that February is not only marked by a 

celebration of love, it on occasion is 

marked by the beginning of the journey of 

the cross.   Every other year we celebrate 

Ash Wednesday and start our 40 days of 

Lent in February.   Although this year Ash 

Wednesday begins the season of Lent on 

March 1st, I still see an important link.    

 At first the two may seem so 

distant, so unrelated.   Valentine’s with our 

need to be fully known and loved, and Ash 

Wednesday a day we remember we are dust 

and to dust we shall return.  Maybe, just 

maybe, they lead into each other.  For you 

see the answer isn’t “He loves me.  He 

loves me not.” The answer is “God loves 

me.  God loves me lots.”  Ash Wednesday 

and the 40 days of Lent are a reminder of 

that love;  a love so deep the bible gives it a 

special name ‘agape’.   

Agape is the ancient Greek term 

for the highest form of love in the bible.  It 

is different than the love we share with 

each other.  It is the love of God for 

humankind and the love of humankind for 

God.  It is a love that is unconditional, that 

transcends and serves regardless of 

circumstances.  Agape is a powerful love,  

the type of love we can only have in Christ,   

the type of love revealed to us in the cross 

Christ.  In this love we are reminded that 

even as our foreheads are smudged with 

dust, God loves you.  God loves you lots.  

God loved the world so much that God 

gave God’s only begotten son so you might 

have life in abundance.     

This February as you get over run 

with just about everything you might read 

in a valentine in the Hallmark card aisle, 

remember God loves you.  God loves you 

lots.  Remember that you child of God, are 

fully known and fully loved by the Creator 

of heaven and earth.   
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We have something new this year 

for LENT!  We will have a light 

lunch at 11:15 A.M. (soups & 

bread) with a noon service to 

follow.  We will also have our 6:00 

P.M. service.  If you have 

questions please call the church 

office at 663-3594. 

 

The noon service will start on March 8th 

__________________________________________________________________ 

All 5th graders are invited to come and learn about the 

Sacrament of Holy Communion!!   

Classes will be held on Tuesday, March 14th and Tuesday, March 21st at 7 P.M., as well as 

Sunday, March 26th at 2:30 P.M.  First Communion to take place on Maundy Thursday, April 

13th at 7 P.M. with a group picture before hand.  

All classes will be held at First Lutheran Church in Mandan. Parents or guardians should 

attend with their youth. There is a cost of $10.   

If you plan to attend the classes, please call the church at 663-3594 or email Pastor Christina 

(christina@firstlutheranofmandan.org) by Wednesday, March 8th. 

 

 

At the heart of equipping people for their lifelong faith formation are the Four Keys for practicing 
faith: Caring Conversations, Devotions, Service, and Rituals and Traditions. Luther’s Small 
Catechism consistently makes use of these practices. The Small Catechism was to be used for 
conversation and prayer in the home. It also encouraged service to others and daily Christian rituals 
and traditions. Gather with family and friends and use this Four Keys outline:  

Caring Conversations  

 What is your first memory of attending a Lutheran congregation?  

 Martin Luther stated, “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a 
perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.” (The Freedom of a Christian, 1520). What does it 
mean to you that a Christian lives this paradoxical life of total freedom and at the same time 
committed to serve others?  

  In The Estate of Marriage, Luther wrote that fathers and mothers are “apostles, bishops, and 
priests to their children.” He added that anyone who teaches the faith to another is “an apostle 
and bishop.” How does this influence your life of faith with others? Tell about how you can be a 
follower of Jesus who shares the faith with family and friends.  

Devotions  

Read Ephesians 2:8 (NRSV) For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God.  

  Name a gift you received and have not forgotten. Who gave it to you and why?  

 An important contribution of the Reformation is an emphasis on the undeserved kindness of 
God. Even our faith in Christ is a gift that is “not your own doing.” In a world that likes to name 
our own achievements and what we deserve, how does this understanding of the Christian faith 
help us live out our faith with our neighbor?  

  Reflect on how your life in Christ makes a difference in your daily life.  

Sing or pray: A Mighty Fortress Is our God, a hymn by Martin Luther.  

Service  

In honor of the Reformation anniversary in 2017, host a meal and invite neighbors, family and 
friends to join you. Show a movie about the life of Martin Luther. After the movie, talk about what 
was surprising about Luther’s life. Discuss how Luther’s message has changed the church and 
influenced your life and faith.  

Rituals and Traditions  

In the Small Catechism Luther gave a number of prayers and blessings to use daily. Use this table 
blessing (Psalm 145: 15-16) followed by the Lord’s Prayer:  

The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, and you give them their food in due season. You open your 
hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature.  

Use this evening blessing for one another similar to one from the Small Catechism while making the 
sign of the cross:  

May God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit watch over you. Amen.  



Reformation Anniversary Milestone Moment 

 

On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses on the door of a church in Wittenberg, 
Germany. That event is recognized as the beginning of the Reformation. Luther would continue to 
clarify his message to emphasize salvation by grace through faith in Christ. What began in 1517 as an 
objection to the selling of indulgences to pay for St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome launched a renewal of 
the church that continues to this day.  

The Reformation directly impacted church and society. Luther helped bring the Christian faith into 
the daily lives of people by translating the Bible and liturgy into the German language and bringing 
faith into the home by writing the Small Catechism. Luther’s message emphasized God’s power of 
forgiveness that frees people to love God and neighbor. People were empowered to do God’s work as 
part of the “priesthood of all believers.” For example, Luther stated that fathers and mothers are 
“apostles, bishops, and priests,” acknowledging their role in raising children in the Christian faith. 
He worked as a “pastor and shepherd of souls” to help all people practice the Christian faith by 
encouraging caring conversations, a devotional life, and service to others.  

As the church observes 500 years of the Reformation, the goal is not to remember an honored and 
distant past but to live the message of the Reformation in the present. The power of the word of God 
to save and transform lives is as important today as in Luther's time. The intent of the Reformation 
Anniversary Milestone Moment is to assist congregations and homes to participate in the ongoing 
reformation of the church and outreach to a world still in need of God’s grace and mercy and peace.  

 

The 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation encourages us to pause and give thanks for 
how Martin Luther and other reformers proclaimed the heart of the gospel. It provides opportunities 
to reflect on how the Reformation continues to impact our lives of faith. This Milestone Moment 
incorporates a five part structure:  

 

Naming – Observing the Reformation gives attention to the importance of trusting God’s action 
and not our efforts as essential to salvation. This Reformation message frees us to love God and 
neighbor and to share the Christian faith with the world.  

Equipping – Experience the importance of the Reformation in people’s lives by engaging in caring 
conversations, devotional reflections, service, and Christian rituals and traditions that reflect key 
Reformation themes.  

Blessing – The Reformation promotes a life of prayer for all people. Offering a blessing to others is 
a sacred and relational moment for Christians that extends God’s love and grace to others.  

Gifting – Giving a tangible gift like a bookmark, Bible, cross, Small Catechism, or other reminder of 
this occasion helps people remember the importance of the Reformation for years to come.  

Reinforcing – Following the Reformation Anniversary Milestone Moment, it is important to 
continue to reflect on how salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ transforms our lives every 
day.  
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Mark Your 

Calendar… 

 

1st:  7pm - Confirmation - 

Large Group 

2nd:  LAF-Nachos 

8th: 7pm - Confirmation - 

Large Group 

9th:  LAF-Baked Potatoes 

15th:  7pm - Confirmation - 

Large Group 

16th:  LAF-Hot Dogs 

22nd:  7pm - Confirmation - 

Small Group 

23rd:  LAF-Sloppy Joes 

 

 

 

                   Upcoming Events 

Easter Garden 

Easter is right around the corner.  As we prepare to celebrate the 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus, it is also a wonderful time to 

beautify our church and honor our loved ones.  The youth of our 

church are selling Easter Garden Flowers.  They will purchase a 

mix of Lilies and Mums to decorate the Sanctuary for Easter.  

Flowers may be picked up after the 11:00 A.M. Easter service.  

Order forms will be available in the narthex starting February 

19th.  Orders can be placed in the offering plate or the church 

office.  The price for each plant is $13.00.  Orders must be 

placed by Sunday, March 12th.  (We can’t place late orders!) 

Caramel Roll Sale 

The youth will be selling homemade caramel rolls on Sunday, 
February 12

th
 for coffee hour and also to go! 

 We are taking pre-orders, starting January 15
th
.   

For PRE-SELL we will be selling a dozen for $25.00. 

The day of February 12
th
,  we will be selling a dozen for $30.00, 

2 for $5.00 or 1 for $3.00.   

Starting Sunday January 15
th
, there will be a sign up sheet in 

the narthex for the pre-sell.   Please include your name, phone 
number & the amount you will want to buy.   

(We will call you the morning of Saturday, February 11
th 

to pick 
up your pre-orders) 

Make sure to pick up some extra rolls and take them home to 
share with family and friends! 

All proceeds will go to youth mission trip this summer!! 



PAGE 4 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH FEBRUARY 2017  

Sunday ~ 

 8:30 am ~ Traditional 

 10:45 am ~ Contemporary 

 9:30 am ~ Coffee 

 9:30 am ~ Church School 

  

 Wednesday ~ 

 6:00 pm ~ Transitional 

 6:00 pm  ~ Church School 

 7:00 pm  ~ Confirmation 

Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms:   

 January 15 Sawyer James Landis 

 January 29 Raymond Joshua Cryderman 

  

Weddings: 

   

Funerals: 

  
    

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Alida Buck given by Walter & Leona Keidel, Ruth Circle. 

In memory of Tim Magstadt given by Dave & Eunice Wolf. 

In memory of Jill Roth given by Norm & Audrey Roth. 

In memory of Ruth Renken given by Sharon Hopkins & Hilda Renken 

families. 

In memory of Harry, Gerald & Sandy Renken given by Hilda Renken. 

In memory of Muriel Boyum given by Walter & Leona Keidel, Ralph & 

Naida Feland, Scott, Brenda & Alex Allan, Arden & Pat Hagerott, Gen 

Backsen, Dennis & Sandy Baier, Jean Schlender, Allen & Sue Ziemann. 

Deadline for 

articles for the 

March Newsletter 

will be February 

19th.  

 

February ~ Mission of the Month 

Weekend Meals for Mandan Kids 

Items needed are Peanut Butter, Jelly, Fruit Cups, Canned 

Fruit, Granola Bars, Cereal, Pudding Cups, Applesauce, Chef 

Boyardee', Mac & Cheese, Soups, Hamburger Helper, 

Spaghetti Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, Pop Tarts, Instant 

Mashed Potatoes, Rice A Roni, Pasta Roni, Pork and Beans, 

Baked Beans, Pancake Mix-no eggs required such as Krusteaz 

Brand, Syrup, Hats, Mittens, Scarves.  

NO GLASS JARS PLEASE! 

You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex.  Thank 

you!  
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MORE THAN 20 YEARS AGO, the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a 
simple prayer from a single youth group: 

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be 

mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.” 

Since that day, more than $98 million has been raised for local charities 
across the country through Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a 
powerful movement that is transforming the time around Super Bowl 
weekend into the nation’s largest celebration of giving and serving.  
Through this mission, young people learn what it’s like to make a positive 
difference in the world – as they collect food, raise money and volunteer to 
work in charities that provide shelter to the homeless, food to the hungry 
and compassion to those in need.  Be part of this movement that is sharing 
God’s love with those in need. Please give generously on Super Bowl 
Sunday.  The money we collect from First Lutheran will go to Mandan’s 
Backpack for Kids program, our 2017 Souper Bowl of Caring charity 

of choice.  We will take donations on February 5th at both services. 
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