
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

408 Ninth Street NW 

Mandan, ND  58554 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Phone: 701-663-3594 

Fax: 701-663-6217 

E-mail: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org  

Building Faith and 

Transforming Lives 

in Christ.  

ADDRESS LABEL 
www.firstlutheranofmandan.org 

We’re on the web! 

First Lutheran Golf Tournament 

Mandan Municipal Golf Course 
 

9 HOLE SCRAMBLE  
 A scramble involves four golfers playing as a team. Each player tees off 

and the team selects the best shot. Players then take their next shots from 

there. This continues until a ball is sunk. All holes are played this way.  
 

Date:  Sunday…. August 14th 

 

Tee Time…  2:00 p.m. 
 

Cost $150/Team  

(includes cart) 
 

Winning team will be honored by having their names engraved on the First 

Lutheran Church Honorary Golf Plaque!!! 

(After expenses -  Donation will be given to Mandan 

Backpack for Kids Program.) 

Church Picnic Following 
All church families are invited.  Hamburgers and hotdogs will be 

provided.   

Last names starting with A through M bring a SALAD &  

N through Z bring a DESSERT. 

Sponsor for August: 

Curtis Peterson 

701-720-3279 – C 

701-221-8548 – W 

As I sit here writing this I am with 15 youth and 2 other adults.  I am 
sitting on my bed (a sleeping bag on the church basement 
floor).  We have only been here for 2 days and a powerful 2 days 
they have been. Every time we hear someone's story, every time 
we have emotional difficult conversations about what we see and 
hear, the gospel reading a few weeks ago goes through my mind.   

I am referring to the one about the good Samaritan.  The very last 
line in that reading Jesus gave the command to "Go and do 
likewise".  Yet faced with homelessness, poverty, our own bias, 
and fear, how do you go and do likewise?  

This is the question we are facing within our group, a question that 
haunts me, and still it is a question worth asking.   

Perhaps the story about the good Samaritan is not about being 
really good and fixing people's problems  for them. Perhaps at its 
heart it demonstrates the abiding love God in Christ has for us; a 
God that loves us enough to walk with us.  

Maybe that is the command and call Jesus is giving us; to love our 
neighbor enough to walk with them.  It’s a command to open our 
hearts and minds to the Spirit working in their lives, our lives, and in 
our relationship with each other.  

This is the type of love that binds up the stranger’s wounds and 
pays for the inn. This is the type of love that holds and cries with a 
friend; the type of love that sends you to uncomfortable places 
simply to hear a stranger’s story and treat them with respect and 
dignity.   

So go, love and listen!   

Thanks be to God.  

Pastor Chris  

August 2016 

Administrative Pastor 

Rev. Lee Herberg 

663-3594 

 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Christina Martin 

663-3594 

 

Administrative Assistant &  

Coordinator of Lay 

Ministries 

Jackie Schulz 

663-3594 (o) 

663-3082 (h) 

 

Custodians 

Ron & Mavis Watson 

 

Financial Administration 

Jennifer Scheet 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Is A Mission 

Partner with Camp of the 

Cross Ministries 

First Lutheran 

Staff 

First Lutheran Church 

August Newsletter 



Thank you to this months sponsor - Curtis Peterson of Bremer 

Bank for sponsoring this months newsletter. 

First Lutheran, can we break our record from last year? 
 

Our goal is 4 deliveries this year!   
Many children in Mandan begin school each year without 
supplies.  During the next few months, please check the school 
supply aisles and consider making a purchase for those less 
fortunate right here in Mandan.  Supplies needed are 24 box 
crayons, pencils, erasers, glue, glue sticks, rulers, scissors, back 
packs, folders and regular or college ruled tablets.  Any supplies 
received will be equally distributed among the 6 Mandan 
elementary schools.  The schools last year were very appreciative 
of all the supplies that were given to them!  There will be a 
SPECIAL BOX for these items in the narthex; please drop your 
donations in there.  Thank you for your kindness. 
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The best mathematical equation I have ever seen: 

1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given.  

Friendship Circle is collecting  school supplies for Lutheran World Relief  

Items needed - for one complete school kit is as follows: 

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-

leaf paper 

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

 One pencil sharpener 

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band 

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 One 2½” eraser 

 One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately 14” X 17” with shoulder 

straps (no standard backpacks) 

You may drop off these items in the Narthex in the boxes provided. 

LAF 
ARE YOU AWARE that during the school year we serve FREE LUNCH on THURSDAYS to 

around 400 Mandan Sr. High students?  This worthwhile program is cleverly called LAF 

(Lunch at First).  As this program is continuing to grow and serve all interested young people, 

we are asking for volunteers to help with cooking, serving, and cleanup of these meals.  If you 

are not able to help in this capacity, we ask you to prayerfully consider a monetary donation.  

Please call the church office at 663-3594 if you are able to help with any of these current needs.  

Thank you.  



Elected to Serve on Synod Discipline Committee 
Karen Langemo of Minot, Rev. Mary Lou Aune of Beulah, Glen Bruschwein of Dickinson, and Rev. 
Tim Mantei of Butte. 
Elected to Serve on Board of Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN 
Murray Sagsveen, Lutheran Church of the Cross, Bismarck 
RESOLUTIONS: View full text of the resolutions at wndsynod.org/synod-assembly 
Western ND Fiscal Plan for 2017 
Action: PASSED 
The Assembly adopted the fiscal plan for the 2017 fiscal year as proposed by synod council. 
2017 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Leaders 
Action: PASSED 
The Assembly adopted the 2017 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Leaders serving in the 
Western North Dakota Synod as proposed by synod council. 
Resolution regarding a proposed bylaw change to clarify term limits for the synodical Bishop 
Action: Postponed Indefinitely 
A number of constitutional changes are anticipated following the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
scheduled for August which will prompt a review of the Western North Dakota Synod Constitution. 
Synod council will inform congregations of any resulting constitutional changes to the Western North 
Dakota Synod Constitution 6 months prior to the 2017 Western North Dakota Synod Assembly. 
Notice of proposed changes will be shared via Synod E-News, Gospel Seeds, and mailed to synod 
congregations. 
Resolution on the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery 
Action: Referred to Synod Council for further appropriate consideration and action  
The Reference and Counsel Committee determined that this issue is too significant to be discussed 
in the closing minutes of the synod assembly. It deserves an opportunity for collective thought and 
deep care because it is an incredibly important issue.  Therefore, due to the late submission of the 
resolution and the lack of adequate time to discuss the resolution thoroughly, the resolution has 
been referred to the Synod Council. 
2017 Synod Assembly will be held June 1-3, 2017 in Minot. 
 

 This coming September on Rally Sunday, September 11th, we are going 

to be liquidating our wedding reception serving ware.  We will have a 

display that will contain silver plated tea services, tablecloths, candle 

holders, serving flatware, ‘Princess House’ water pitchers and additional 

items.  These will be available for a free-will offering.  If you have other 

ideas for liquidation or have questions, you may call Norma Lundstrom at 

663-8123 or Leona Keidel at 663-5245.  
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Mark Your 

Calendar… 

 

28th:  2pm - 8th Grade 

Confirmation Orientation 

Meeting 

28th:  3:30pm - Church 

School Teacher Training  

31st:  7:30pm - 

Confirmation Teacher 

Training 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Attention All 8th Graders and Parents: 

A confirmation orientation meeting has been scheduled for 

Sunday, August 28th at 2:00 P.M. in the chapel.  If that time 

does not work we are offering a second meeting on Wednesday, 

September 7th at 7:00 P.M. in the Chapel.  

If you plan to start confirmation classes in the fall, you 

need to attend one of these meetings.  Register on our 

website.  Paper forms are available on request.  

We are also looking for adults to serve as small group leaders; if 

you are interested please call Pastor Chris.   

ATTENTION Confirmation Students: 

Confirmation classes will start on Wednesday, 

September 14th at 7:00 P.M for all 8th & 9th graders.   

If you have questions about our confirmation program, 

please call Pastor Chris at 663-3594.  Register on our 

website.  Paper forms are available on request.  

Church School is starting soon!! 

If you have not already registered your child for church school, please 
do so as soon as possible.  Register on our website.  Paper forms are 
available on request.  

We are currently looking for church school 

teachers for all grades on Sundays and 

Wednesdays.  Each class has team teachers so 

that you don’t have to be here every week and 

also have a partner to work with.  We use a 

great online based curriculum with easy-to-plan 

lessons for each week.  Please prayerfully 

consider serving the children of our 

congregation in this way.  If you have questions 

or would like to volunteer, please call or email 

Pastor Chris. 
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Sunday ~ 

 9:30 am ~ Traditional 
   

 Wednesday ~ 

 6:00 pm ~ Contemporary 

Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms:   

 June 8  Mason James Beaty 

 June 12  Madelyn Jean Helbling 

 June 22  Lily Rose Gangl 

 June 26  Audra Marie Ohman 

 July 3  Linden Gordon Graetz 

 July 3  Parker James Schroder 

 July 10  Paige Elaine Bold 

 July 17  Jacob Paul Bernhardt 

 July 24  Corin Charles Flakker 

  

Weddings: 

 June 11  Houston Rietz & Jessica Johnson

  

Funerals: 

 July 13  Elizabeth Livdahl 

 July 26  Chuck Bahm 

 July 27  Donna Borr   

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Emma Haider given by Norma 

Lundstrom. 

In memory of Harry Renken & Gerald & Sandy 

Renken given by Hilda Renken & family. 

In memory of Maggie Siewert given by Walter & 

Leona Keidel. 

Deadline for 

articles for the 

September 

Newsletter will be 

August 19th.  

 

August ~ Mission of the Month 

Lutheran World Relief 

See page 11 for full details! 

Synod Assembly 2016 
June 10-11, 2016 

Assembly Theme: Living in God’s Abundance 
Over 350 members of the Western North Dakota Synod gathered together in Bismarck June 9-11 to 
delve deep into exploring the Lutheran idea of vocation. As children of God, we are raised up out of 
the waters of baptism assured of our place in the family of God, dripping with Christ’s mercy and 
grace and invited into Christ’s work of sharing the deep love of God with our neighbors. Within each 
and every one of us lie talents and passions, created and placed there by God for the sake of our 
neighbor. This Assembly provided ample opportunities to hear the stories of how many among us 
have identified their gifts and seek to live faithfully. We were also reminded that the process of 
discerning our vocation is never done in isolation, but in community. We are the body of Christ in 
need of one another and gifted to share with one another as well. What might God do in our 
neighborhoods and our world if each of us claimed the abundance of gifts placed within us and 
faithfully shared those gifts with the world around us? 
Preassembly Workshop: Gifted to Serve 
The emphasis on claiming our God-given gifts and exploring where God is calling us to serve began 
on Thursday with the Preassembly Workshop led by diaconal ministers Beth Anderson and Anna 
Dykeman. Over 60 folks spent a day together exploring their interests, spiritual gifts, personality, 
values and passions as together they claimed who God has created them to be and explored the 
places they might share their gifts in their homes, congregations and communities. 
Mission Gala Dinner and Silent Auction 
Once again the Mission Gala Auction and Silent Auction were a great fun. We gathered at Lord of 
Life Lutheran – appetizers provided by Good Shepherd Lutheran and an incredible meal prepared 
by members and staff of Lord of Life. Rostered Leaders were the servers – the conversation was 
lively, the atmosphere was festive and in the end a milestone was reached. Over $17,000 was 
raised by this event which pushed the Mission Endowment Fund over the $500,000 mark. Earnings 
from this fund will provide seed money for mission across our territory. Thanks be to God. 
Text and Talent: 
Bible Study throughout the assembly was led by Eastern North Dakota Synod Bishop Terry Brandt 
and Assistant to the Bishop Shar Gumke. They led us in diving into scripture and exploring how we 
are freed in baptism to serve and called forth together to share our gifts with the world. We 
celebrated the internal discernment of call and the external way in which the community names our 
gifts and calls us into possibilities that we ourselves might not even imagine. 
 

Assembly Offerings: 
Friday Worship: $3,829 the ELCA Campaign for World Hunger & Disaster Appeal  
#Hunger Ride: $6,503 for ELCA World Hunger & Disaster Appeal  
Friday Banquet: $1,800 for our synod’s Four Bible Camps 
Sweet Deal for C.A.R.: over $22,000 
Mission Gala Silent Auction & Live Auction to benefit WND Synod Mission 
Fund: $17,421 
Summary of the Work of the Synod in Plenary 
Elected to Serve on WND Synod Council: 
Rev. Ellery Dykeman of Dickinson, Myron Lick of Turtle Lake, Sandra Anderson of Tioga, Troy 
Langmaack of Minot, and Barbara Roise of Ross. 
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

Date: May 19, 2016            Time: 7:00 pm 

 

Members Present 

Pastor Lee Herberg, Pastor Christina Martin, President Jill Miller, Vice President Jeff 

Bradford, Secretary Jessica Petrick, Rynell Rusch, Tim Faller, Jessie Hilfer and Andrea 

Bonness.  
 

Absent  

Darrell Nitschke, DJ Campbell 
 

Introduction of Guests 

A guest from TS Security reviewed the recent quote and took questions for the Digital Watchdog 

Security System.  A quote was also received from TS Security for $7,075.96.  Kevin and Ben 

Fishbeck were also in attendance.  Kevin is our IT specialist.  
 

Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Jeff Bradford and seconded by Jessie Hilfer to approve the agenda. 
 

Secretary’s Report and Approval of Minutes 

Moved by Jill Miller, seconded by Tim Faller to approve the April 21, 2016 minutes.  Motion 

Passed.  
 

Financial Report/Review 

Income was pacing ahead of last year but went down in April.  In March, the Church received 

$44,940 (largely because of Easter Sunday) and $35,285.51 in April.  Cash on hand at the end of 

April was $46,079.87 greater than the balance of the same time last year.  The Net Income in 

April was ($6,683.83) and the total income over expenses year to date is $1,185.05. 
 

Budget update:  

-    Year to Date Utilities is $3,003.74 less than year to date last year, mostly due to a 

mild winter.   

-    A large purchase of supplies included the purchasing of bibles for next years’ 

confirmation class so we could take advantage of free shipping.  

-     LAF is under budget from last year. 

-     Bell Choir had a maintenance expense of $2,220 for our bells.  The annual budget for 

Bell Choir is $500.  Last maintenance was 6 years ago and so we were overdue.  We will 

have to ensure that the bell maintenance is included in the 2019 budget as the bells need 

servicing every 3 years.   
 

Unfinished Business 

A Property Management task force has been formed to discuss issues such as: windows, 

flooring, railings, retaining walls, boiler issues, adding a garage for the van, expanding 

education rooms and any ongoing issues as they relate to the 2013 Strategic Plan.  The task 

force includes the following individuals: Jeff Bradford, DJ Campbell, Tim Fallen, Gary 

Tomanek, Ralph Feland and Norman Roth.  The task force met with Randy Axvig from Prairie 

Engineering. Next meeting the committee will review the estimate of cost for the heating 

system as well as the issue of the current water system not working with our current steam 

traps.   



The Council reviewed the estimates for the sanctuary projection system.  The sanctuary 

projection system is over 9 years old and aspect ratio is no longer compatible with the current 

computer operating system. An estimate was received from AVI for $4,207.07 for a projector 

only; Tricorne Audio for $10,180 for projector and appropriate screen.  As the bids were not an 

‘apples to apples’ bid, the issue has been tabled until we receive further clarification.  
 

No update from Darrell Nitschke re: the First Lutheran Golf Tournament.   
 

New Business 

A request was received from ‘The Banquet’ to see if First Lutheran could cover the costs of 

lunch on June 25th or July 23rd.  A motion was moved by Andrea Bonness and seconded by Jeff 

Bradford.  The funds used will be from Evangelical Outreach.  We would like to look at options 

of hosting in Mandan next year.   
 

The council discussed hosting a family picnic instead of the ice cream social.  It was decided to 

have a congregational picnic in conjunction with the golf tournament.  
 

Reports 

Pastor Lee - 2 baptism, 1 funeral, 1 wedding and still mentoring Bill Dodd with weekly 

meetings. He will be attending Synod Assembly on June 10th and 11th. 
 

Pastor Chris – 0 baptisms, 1 funeral, 0 weddings.  Pastor Chris will be at Camp of the Cross to 

train staff.  She will also be attending the Synod Assembly.  The HS Seniors will also be 

recognized at the 10:45 Sunday service on Sunday, May 22nd.      
 

Special Events 

VBS will take place June 6-10th.   

Pastor Chris and kids are gearing up for the youth mission trip.  They raised $4,000 during 

their last fundraiser.     
 

Stewardship 

No Report 
 

Worship 

No Report 
 

Parish Education/Youth 

No Report 
 

Evangelism and Outreach 

The LAF program has concluded for the current academic school year.  
 

Property and Management 

Waiting for bids regarding the boiler and other projects.   
 

Correspondence 

Camp of the Cross thank you for the gift of $926.40 from the Congregation Benevolence. 

Golden Age thank you for the gift of $107.84 from the Congregation Benevolence. 
 

Motion to Adjourn/Lord’s Prayer 

Meeting was adjourned by Jill Miller. The next Council meeting will be at 7:00 on June 16th. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   

 

 

Minutes submitted by: Jessica K. Petrick, Secretary 
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