
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

408 Ninth Street NW 

Mandan, ND  58554 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Phone: 701-663-3594 

Fax: 701-663-6217 

E-mail: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org  

Building Faith and 

Transforming Lives 

in Christ. 

 

ADDRESS LABEL 

www.firstlutheranofmandan.org 

We’re on the web! 

 
Christmas Eve 

Services 

2:00 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. 

11:00 P.M. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

Advent 

Luke 2:12 

12
“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger."     NRSV 

 As I write this article, Pastor Christina is on maternity leave; she and her 
husband Russell are tending to their new bundle of joy, little William Steven 
Martin who was born on Sunday, November 8th during the 8:30AM worship 
service.  As we look to Christmas with wrapped packages, I know that nothing 
compares with a newly wrapped infant...a sign of God’s love born among us. 

 Back in 1971 when I was in my freshman year at Minot State College, 
the Canadian rock group Five Man Electrical Band released a song entitled 
“Signs”.   The song “Signs” was a social protest song that was typical of 70’s 
angst that contained these words as part of the lyric...Sign, sign, everywhere a 
sign, Blockin' out the scenery, breakin' my mind; Don’t do this, don't do that, can't 
you read the sign? 

 Many signs are negative...designed to keep order and in that sense they 
are a necessity.  I like stop signs, yield signs, slow down signs and the like to 
help keep the roadways safer.  We become accustomed to all kinds of signs—
traffic signs, ‘for sale’ signs, warning signs, medical signs. 

 Amid all the signs we are surrounded with in this life, we also encounter 
a new sign, a sign that ushers in something beyond us.  As we journey now into 
Advent, we journey into the mystery of God who prepares to come to us in a new 
way, in flesh.  Luke retells the account of the shepherds abiding in their fields, 
putting in an ordinary day, who through an angelic presence of God are given the 
sign.  “This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger." 

 Will we notice this sign amid all the other signs the world puts before us?  
This sign is not reflectorized, like the new ‘Legendary North Dakota’ license 
plate, or flashing with LED’s.  Yet this sign is for all the world to see.  This sign is 
before us, behind us, indeed all around us.  God is coming in flesh to be with us.  
This Advent, we will again sing the words of the old Advent hymn “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel.”  The word Emmanuel means “God with us”. 

 As we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of the Christ Child, 
look for signs of God at work in the world right around us.  In this time of giving, 
ponder the gift given us of new life in Christ, and look for signs of God’s love at 
work.  God is with us...Emmanuel.  May this ‘sign of signs’ wrap you with joy 
again, just like a tiny infant.   Have a blessed Advent and Christmas! 

Until next time, 

Pastor Lee 

December 2015 

Administrative Pastor 

Rev. Lee Herberg 

663-3594 

 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Christina Martin 

663-3594 

 

Administrative Assistant &  

Coordinator of Lay 

Ministries 

Jackie Schulz 

663-3594 (o) 

663-3082 (h) 

 

Custodians 

Ron & Mavis Watson 

 

Financial Administration 

Jennifer Scheet 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Is A Mission 

Partner with Camp of the 

Cross Ministries 

First Lutheran 

Staff 

First Lutheran Church 

December Newsletter 



PAGE 2 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH December 2015 

A Message from the First Lutheran Mission Endowment Committee  

2015 ND Tax Credit for Charitable Giving 
The State of North Dakota encourages charitable giving by offering individuals and 

businesses a 40% tax credit for qualifying gifts to a qualifying endowment. The First 
Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund is a qualified endowment. 

Cash gifts from individuals must be $5,000 or greater and must be placed in a 

qualifying endowment. The tax credit is equal to 40% of the charitable deduction up to 
a maximum tax credit of $10,000 per year per taxpayer or $20,000 per year per couple 

filing jointly. The credit may be carried forward for three years. 

A gift from a donor in a 28% federal tax bracket, may have the following tax benefits: 

 

 

 

 

 

Businesses and Financial Institutions (C corporations, S corporations, partnerships, 
estates, limited liability companies and trusts) that make gifts to qualified endowments 

may qualify for a state income tax credit that is equal to 40 percent of the value of the 
gift, up to a maximum credit of $10,000 per year. 

IRA Rollovers:  Congress may also reauthorize legislation so you can direct your IRA/

retirement account distribution to a qualified endowment fund.  Funds coming out of 

your IRA/retirement account won’t be taxed.  The distributed funds would also be 
eligible for the 40 percent ND Income Tax Credit.  You must be 70 ½ or older to use 

the IRA rollover provision.  You may withdraw a maximum of $100,000.  The maximum 
tax credit for IRA contributions is $25,000 per person or $50,000 per couple. 

This unique tax credit also applies to planned or deferred gifts (e.g. charitable trusts, 

gift annuities, life insurance policies, etc.) to a qualified ND charitable nonprofit or a 
qualified ND endowment. 

For more specific legal information about charitable tax credits, contact your tax advisor 

or the ND Tax Department at 701-328-7088 or www.nd.gov/tax. 

The Mission Endowment Committee is looking for anyone interested in helping enable 

the further growth of our church, its ministries and stewardship opportunities by 

becoming a member of the Mission Endowment Committee.  Please call the church 

office for more information. 663-3594.  

Amount of Gift:  $ 5,000  $10,000  $25,000  $50,000 

Federal tax deduction      (1,400)      (1,680)      (7,000)      (1,400) 

ND State income tax credit      (2,000)      (4,000)    (10,000)    (20,000) 

       Net Cost of Gift  $ 1,600  $ 4,320  $ 8,000  $28,600 

 

Church School 

Christmas Program 

Sunday School Schedule 

Practice - Sunday, December 6th & 

13th   9:30-10:30 A.M.  

Program - Sunday, December 13th          

at 10:45 A.M. 

Wednesday School Schedule 

Practice - Wednesday, December 2nd 

& 9th 7:00-7:30 P.M.  

Program - Wednesday, December 

16th  at 6:00 P.M. 

http://www.nd.gov/tax


 We received this letter in the mail and thought we would share it with all of 

you.  It definitely put a SMILE on our face ~ all the HARD work does pay off! 
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Mark Your 

Calendar… 

 

2nd:  7pm - Confirmation - 

Large Group 

3rd:  LAF ~ Nachos 

9th: 7pm - Confirmation - 

Large Group 

10th:  LAF ~ Hot Dogs 

16th:  7pm - Confirmation - 

Small Group   

17th:  LAF ~ Sloppy Joes 

23rd:  No Confirmation 

30th:  No Confirmation 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

The youth who attended the Mission Trip this past summer stopped at 

a place called "Good People Popcorn" almost every day.  They loved the 

popcorn and wanted to bring back a piece of Detroit to share with all 

of you.  "Good People Popcorn" is a locally owned & operated business 

in Detroit, Michigan.  The youth will be selling "Good People Popcorn" 

in the narthex after services.  So stop by the table and get a FREE 

sample. 

 Calling all 3rd-6th graders:   

Come and hang out with our High Schoolers for a FUN, OVERNIGHT 

adventure on Friday, December 4th at 7:00 p.m. until December 5th at 

7:00 a.m.  The cost is only $20.00.  Please register online at 

www.firstlutheranofmandan.org.  Please call the church office at 663-

3594 if you have any questions.   

 

 

Don't forget to mark your calendars!  DONKEY BALL 

is Coming to Mandan!!! 

 

 

January 9th, 2016 at Mandan Middle School, First Lutheran Mission 

Trip Youth presents donkey basketball!!  The event will start at 

7:00 P.M., but please come early to get good seats.  It will be fun for 

the whole family, with concessions and FREE donkey rides at half 

time for the little ones!!!   

Please see our youth who are pre-selling tickets for $10 for all ages, 

Pre-school and below free.  Get them early as tickets at the door will 

be $12 for all ages, Preschool and below free.   

Please call the church office at 663-3594 if you have any questions.   
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Sunday ~ 

 8:30 am ~ Traditional 

 10:45 am ~ Contemporary 

 9:30 am ~ Coffee 

 9:30 am ~ Church School 

  

 Wednesday ~ 

 6:00 pm ~ Transitional 

 6:00 pm  ~ Church School 

 7:00 pm  ~ Confirmation 

Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms:   

 November 8 Kale Hugh Kisse 

 November 11 Cameron Anya Kraft 

 Novmeber 15 Grayson Benjamin Weltikol 

 November 15 Elsie Marie Bauer 

 November 29 Abigail Rae Schille 

Weddings: 

Funerals: 

 October 26 Joe Motl 

 October 27 Harry Stastny 

 October  31 Siri Eisenmann 

 November 2 Alice Hohbein 

 November 14 LaVyrl Feland    

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Siri Eisenmann given by Gary & Claudia Tomanek, 

Ralph & Naida Feland, Jim & Donna Mellmer, Don & Peggy Grosz, 

Arden & Pat Hagerott, Linda Stastny. 

In memory of Jocelyn given by Charles Kraemer. 

In memory of Anna Kottsick given by James & Charlyn Peterson, 

Ken Charvat, Larry & Elaine Laubner, Elda Charvat, Jeanne House, 

Walter & Leona Keidel, Linda Stastny. 

In memory of Joe Motl given by Russ & Jan Grabinger. 

In memory of Jake Hertz given by Linda Stastny. 

In memory of Glen White given by Linda Stastny. 

In memory of Sandra Renken given by Linda Stastny. 

In memory of Harry Stastny given by Arden & Pat Hagerott, Walter 

& Leona Keidel, Russ & Jan Grabinger, Ralph & Naida Feland, 

Norma Lundstrom. 

Deadline for 

articles for the 

January 

Newsletter will be 

December18th.  

 

December ~ Mission of the Month 

Teen Challenge 

Items needed are all types of paper products, copy paper, 

post it notes, black or blue pens, sharpies, sheet protec-

tors, colored paper for scrapbooking, vacuum cleaner.  
You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex.  

Thank You. 

Senior Christmas Gathering 

Senior Service and Meal 

December 8th, 2015 

Service at 11:00 A.M. 

Dinner at 12:00 P.M. 

Roast Pork Dinner with Trimmings to follow. 

RSVP the church office 663-3594 ASAP!!! 

Come join us for Food, Fellowship, and Fun. 
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Thanks to all the workers listed below for all the help with the packing 

of Lutheran World Relief on October 22nd.  Through all of your help, we 

can help others.  We packed 66 School Kits, 6 layettes, and 53 Quilts.  

Also thanks to Mike Wieland for pickup and delivery of boxes.  God’s 

love —Leona Keidel. 

 

Walter & Leona Keidel  Les & Darlene Sayler 

Ginny Gall    Lloyd Keidel 
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

Date: October 15, 2015  Time:  7:00 pm 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Pastor Lee Herberg, Pastor Christina Martin, President Den Na 

Lee Fewson, Vice President Jill Miller, Secretary Jessie Hilfer, Tim Faller, Rynell Rusch, & Jeff 

Bradford  

Absent:  John Pake, Dot Frank, & Brock Schmeling 

Devotions:  Pastor Chris led devotions. 

Den Na Lee called the meeting to order.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Moved by Jill, 2nd by Tim to approve the agenda.  Motion passed. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT/Review and Approval of the minutes:  Moved by Jill, 2nd by 

Rynell to approve September minutes.  Motion passed 

FINANCIAL REPORT/Review:  Income over expenses by $17,110.28, however $15,000 is 

window sponsor income.  Actual income over expense is $2,110.28.  Expenses will increase as 

fall programs begin and we start another heating season.  The 4th quarter is usually the best 

quarter for giving.  Utilities will increase and we will pay snow removal in the winter.  This is 

the time to start looking at building issues and get estimates for the 2016 budget. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

Same sex blessings:  New ND marriage licenses now have gender on them.  Rev. Lee wrote 

about same sex blessings in the October newsletter.  We’ll use parts of the Bishop’s letter and 

Pastor Lee’s statement to be sent out to the congregation with the questionnaire.  Council mem-

bers picked times to be at listening stations.  Sunday, Nov. 15th 9:30-Jill & Dot, 11:45 Jeff & 

Tim; Wednesday, Nov. 18th 7:00 Den Na Lee & Jessie.  Council will review the collected data 

and side with the majority.  Also special mailing will ask how they want to receive the newslet-

ter.   

Windows:  All windows have been paid for.  Install will be in early November.  25% has been 

put down and the balance will be due after they’re installed. 

Floor:  Dot left a message for Josh at Carpet One regarding labor costs. 

Retaining wall:  Dot gave name of a new local landscaper.  Jon Rick, Dakota Outdoor Scapes 

Railings:  Too late to do them this year.  $10,800 was the bid from Oxentenko in 2013 

Elevator:  Cost $792 to have Thyssen Krupp inspect the elevator.  Last inspected in 2002 and 

the congregation decided not to have a yearly maintenance contract.  The pit is wet, hydraulics 

are all corroded.  Base plate where piston mounts has holes in it.  Sump pump needs to be re-

placed also.  $395 per hour is what their bill showed and they’ll email a bid for all of the repairs. 

Janie Hague:  Will add our contribution to her education to the 2016 budget. 

Boiler:  Discussed possible replacement and rebuilding the Admin/Education wing of the 

church.  Will have a presentation at the annual meeting to discuss when and how to fix this.  

Our current loan is approx. $300k with payments until 4-1-2024.   



NEW BUSINESS:  Teams need to provide budget line item amounts in November. 

REPORTS: 

Pastor Lee’s report:  1 baptism, 4 funerals, 1 wedding.  Bill Dodd began his internship on 

September 1st.  Lee will provide a quarterly report and site supervision; Marvin Mutzenberger 

is Bill’s site supervisor.     

Pastor Chris’s report:  2 baptisms, 2 funerals, 1 wedding.  Pastor Chris has done nursing 

home and Library Square communion visits.  Continuing Ed with Dave Hoffman.  Had first 

Senate Council meeting in September, will meet 3 times per year.  Chris is making plans for 

maternity leave.    

Special Events:  Lutefisk is Saturday, October 17th.  AID Inc. Thanksgiving will be held at 1st 

Lutheran again this year. 

Stewardship:  Stewardship Sunday is November 15th and Wednesday November 18th for 

congregation to fill out giving cards and time and talent. 

Worship:  None 

Parish Education/Youth:  Sunday evening, October 18 is the confirmation banquet.  

Confirmation service Sunday, October 25 at 2 pm.  Have had 2 meetings for mission trip.  95% 

of this trip will be service with a little fun.  Starting fundraising, leaf raking and Nov. 8th is at 

Station West Grill.   Receiving positive feedback on confirmation curriculum.  Church school is 

going well.  Have new music options when we don’t have a music leader.     

Evangelism and Outreach:  LAF is going well.  Trunk or Treat October 31st. 

Property and Management:  All items were reviewed in unfinished business. 

Correspondence:  None 

Motion to Adjourn/Lord’s Prayer:  Moved by Tim, 2nd by Jeff to adjourn the council meeting.  

Motion passed.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Submitted by:  Jessie Hilfer 

Looking for a new advertising venue for your business?   

Why not sponsor the monthly newsletter?  We are looking for several businesses interested in 

sharing the expense of printing and mailing the church newsletter.  Sponsorship is $100 per 

month and includes your business name mention in the newsletter, along with your business 

logo on the newsletter calendar.  If you are interested in advertising your business, please call 

Jackie Schulz at 663-3594 or Den Na Lee Fewson at 934-3964. 

PAGE 6 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH DECEMBER 2015   


