
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

408 Ninth Street NW 

Mandan, ND  58554 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Phone: 701-663-3594 

Fax: 701-663-6217 

E-mail: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org  

Building Faith and 

Transforming Lives 

in Christ. 

www.firstlutheranofmandan.org 

We’re on the web! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

June 8th - 12th  

9:00 A.M.– 3:00 P.M. Monday-Thursday 

9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M. Friday 

Gathered, Sent, We Stand 

“The ELCA Youth Gathering for high school-age youth takes place every three years 

and is about faith formation, worship, study, fellowship, service and play. 

The Gathering is a five-day event that begins on a Wednesday evening and ends with a 

service of communion the following Sunday morning. The opening night sets the stage 

for the days ahead in which young people may have an encounter with Jesus that 

energizes their faith and helps them discover their call to serve in the world — locally 

and globally. 

On the days between Wednesday and Sunday, young people rotate through a variety of 

service learning experiences in the surrounding community. They explore and 

strengthen their faith by studying God’s word, serving their neighbor, sharing bread 

and wine in worship, participating in lively faith discussions and broadening their 

experience of God’s world and diverse communities through travel. 

When the question “Why work so hard to gather so many young people in one place?” 

pops up, the response is really quite simple. 

We were meant to be together, and we are a church that believes God is calling 

us into the world — together. So every now and then, we gather young people and 

adults together to share their unique stories and to experience the larger story that 

makes up the ELCA; we gather to be inspired, encouraged, strengthened, connected and 

sent out to do God’s work in the world — together!”  (https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering )  

The next Gathering is happening this July!  That is what these past months of 

fundraising has been about.   

First Lutheran will be sending 16 young people and 3 adults to Detroit, Michigan 

to gather with young people and adult leaders from all over the United States.  

We will be taking with us our stories, the story of First Lutheran, the story of 

North Dakota, and we will be engaging with the ongoing story of Detroit.  In the 

process, we will experience the larger story not just of the ELCA, but how each of 

our unique stories is ultimately part of God’s much larger, broader, and complex 

on going story.    

As we gather in the world together, the great complex story of the body of Christ, 

we are called to remember that it is not enough to gather, we are in fact called to 

do much more than that.  We are called to stand together.  This is what our call 

to be disciple’s demands of us.  This is what we do as the ELCA.2  This what the 

slogan “God work. Our hands.” means.  Gathering together as the body of Christ, 

standing together, so God work through us to transform this world God loves so 

much.         2(http://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/blogs/ELCAYouthGathering/91 )  

You have loved, looked after, prayed for, formed, and supported these 16 young 

people and 3 adults.  Now the time has come for you to send us out into the world 

to gather and stand with our sisters and brothers in Detroit.   

So we pray as we get ready to journey, as we experience the transformative 

power of the body of Christ, and as we learn what it means that we are all part of 

God’s story that you will continue to love, look after, pray for, and support us.  

Who knows the story we might bring back?  

Go in peace, Christ is with you! 

Pastor Chris  

June/July 2015 

Administrative Pastor 

Rev. Lee Herberg 

663-3594 

 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Christina Martin 

663-3594 

 

Administrative Assistant &  

Coordinator of Lay 

Ministries 

Jackie Schulz 

663-3594 (o) 

663-3082 (h) 

 

Custodians 

Ron & Mavis Watson 

 

Financial Administration 

Jennifer Scheet 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Is A Mission 

Partner with Camp of the 

Cross Ministries 

First Lutheran 

Staff 

First Lutheran Church 

June/July Newsletter 
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New Worship Time: 

For June, July & August our worship 

times will be Sundays at 9:30 A.M. & 

Wednesday’s at 6:00 P.M.  We will not 

have coffee hour during the summer 

months on Sundays.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leona Keidel would like to thank everyone who helped with the packing and delivery 
of Quilts and Health Kits for Lutheran World Relief.  51 Health Kits and 101 quilts.  
God Bless Everyone! 

Those who helped: 

Leona Keidel   

Walter Keidel 

Anna Marie Oppegard  

Darrell & Sheila Christianson 

Olivia Ganser 

Dave Wolf 

Paul Rowe 

Roy Poppe 

Mike Wieland 

Gospel Seeds… June 2015  

A Monthly Update from the  

Western North Dakota Synod Office  

God's Work…Our Hands…  

There are a number of congregations and individuals in our synod who are dreaming about where God is calling them. 

Evidence are the number of creative grant requests which the synod executive committee received and approved.  

These are the grants approved through the Western North Dakota Synod Mission Endowment Fund:  

-Lebanon Lutheran, Amidon - received $450 for a greeting card ministry for inmates at the New England Women's Cor-

rectional Center. The ministry grew out of the quilting ministry at the prison when an inmate said she seldom received 

mail.  

-Metigoshe Lutheran - received $1,500 to help support having an intern for the 2015 - 2016 academic year. One way to 

encourage seminary students to consider ministry in our synod is by exposing them to this place through internship.  

-Trinity Lutheran on behalf of a group of Bismarck and Mandan churches received a $1,000 grant. The money will be 

used to bring Shane Claiborne to Bismarck in November.  

-Bread of Life, Minot received $2,500 to help build a Pavilion next to their playground. Both are intended to be used to 

connect with people in their neighborhood.  

One Synod Micro Grant was also reviewed and approved.  

Metigoshe Ministries received $1,500 to help with the camp's gardening project, which is used to educate campers, pro-

vide fresh vegetables for meals and be shared through a local food pantry.  

Different Funds… With Christ's Mission in mind…  

There are two different sources of grant funds available through your synod. The first is a Micro-Grant Fund which can 

provide up to $2,000 for a congregation engaging some sort of Christ Centered activity to reach out in their community. 

The funds available in this grant category are made possible through the Mission Support provided by congregations of 

the synod.  

The Western North Dakota Synod Mission Endowment grants come through gains captured through the Endowment 

Fund. Grants will be awarded through this fund to projects which are aligned with the synods mission strategy.  

Grant applications are acted on three times each year - February, June and September.  

At the direction of the synod executive committee - synod staff are drafting clearer definitions of each grant. Those defi-

nitions and new criteria will be discussed and possibly acted on at the September meeting of your synod council.  

Seminary Support…  

Supporting students from Western North Dakota who are in seminary is important. At our June synod council meeting 

about $33,500 in scholarships will be awarded. I am thankful for each of the students who will receive support.  

I am also thankful for all of you who have generously helped build this Endowment Fund. Your financial support is 

helping raise up new leaders for God's church.  

Contact me if you would like more information on supporting seminary education, I would love to sit and chat.  

Blessings - Bishop Mark Narum  
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Come join this new service with us!   

If you are gone on the weekend and miss church on Sunday morning, here is your chance.  

Come join us on the second Sunday of June, July & August at 7:00 P.M.  in the Fellowship 

Hall.  We will be serving Dilly Bars after the service in June & Floats in July.  

 

Mark Your 

Calendar… 

8th: 9 a.m.-3:00 p.m. - VBS 

9th:  9 a.m.-3:00 p.m. - VBS 

10th: 9 a.m. -3:00 p.m. - VBS 

11th:  9 a.m.-3:00 p.m. - VBS 

7p.m. - VBS program in 

sanctuary 

12th:  9 a.m.-12:00 p.m. - 

VBS 

 

If you are interested in 

following our journey, keep a 

watch on the First Lutheran 

Facebook page!  

12th: Youth depart for 

Detroit   

20th:  Youth arrive home 

from Detroit 

Upcoming Events 

 

VBS at First Lutheran Church 

Come join First Lutheran Church and Camp of the 

Cross Ministries for a fun week! 

When:  Monday, June 8th - Friday, June 12th 

Who:  K-6th Graders 

Time: 9:00 A.M.-3:00 P.M. Monday-Thursday, 9:00 A.M.-

12:00 P.M. Friday 

Cost:  $10.00 per child 

 We are asking each child to bring their own sack lunch 

with their name on it Monday-Thursday. 

Please register your child/children as soon as 

possible!  There are registration forms in the narthex 

or you may go onto our website and register your 

child.  Click on 2015-2016 REGISTRATION PAGE tab. 

We are still looking for 3 volunteers!  If you are interested in 

helping out please let us know.  If you would like to spend a 

fun week with the kids here at church, please call Christina 

at 663-3594 or email her at: 

christina@firstlutheranofmandan.org 
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Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms:   

 May 10  Lucy Brandy Ruff 

 May 10  Karli Ray Strickland 

 May 10  Rylan Jace Koch 

 May 17  Graycyn Faith Urban 

 May 31  Karah Joy & Merrick Dean Kro 

    

Weddings: 

 May 2  Travis Helfrich & Lacy Alfstad 

 May 9  Nolan Anderson & Kayla Strasheim

 May 30  Marshall Krebbs & Hannah Zimmerman

  

Funerals: 

 April 24 Marie Fetzer 

 May 16  David Mellen   

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Gladys Dau given by Ruth Circle. 

In memory of Audrey Heinzer given by Norma Lundstrom, 

Robert & Susan Carlson, Barb Dove, Arden & Pat Hagerott. 

In memory of Gerald Hambrick given by Ralph & Naida 

Feland, Dave & Eunice Wolf & Arden & Pat Hagerott. 

In memory of David Mellen given by Jim & Donna Mellmer. 

In memory of Harry Renken given by Gerald & Hilda Renken 

Deadline for 

articles for the 

August Newsletter 

will be July 17th.  

 

June~ Mission of the Month 

Welcome House 

Items needed are Paper Towels, Cleaning Supplies, 

Laundry Soap, Fabric Softener, Personal Hygiene 

Products, Diapers (of all sizes), Baby Wipes, Gift 

Cards (for grocery stores, WalMart, etc.), Gas Cards.  

You may put your items in the boxes in the Narthex.  

Thanks! 

July ~ Mission of the Month 

Lutheran World Relief 
 

See page 9 for full details! 

Sunday ~ 

 9:30 am ~ Traditional 

   

 Wednesday ~ 

 6:00 pm ~ Contemporary 

 A few words from the Mission Endowment Committee….Faith Simonieg will be here in June!  Faith 

Simonieg, ELCA Regional Gift Planner will be a special guest at our worship service on June 21st.  She will 

provide information on how to tailor to the needs and priorities of the individual donor whose gift will provide 

lifetime income to the Mission Endowment Fund.  Contact one of the Mission Endowment Committee 

Members: Michelle Radke, Donna Fishbeck, Jim Mellmer, Rich Garman or Mike Wieland for further 

information, or call the church office (663-3594). 

 PAGE 9 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH JUNE/JULY 2015  

Friendship Circle is collecting  school supplies for Lutheran World Relief.  

Items needed: - for one complete school kit is as follows: 

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper 

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

 One pencil sharpener 

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band 

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 One 2½” eraser 

One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth or nylon bag approximately 14” X 17” with shoulder straps (no standard 

backpacks) 

You may drop off these items in the Narthex in the boxes provided. 

 

 

Saturday, June 27th at the Garrison High School Gymnasium. 

Saturday, June 27th viewing from 9:00-11:30 A.M. 

Auction begins at noon. 

 

Food 

Entertainment 

Fellowship  

Fun 

Please plan to join us! 

Saturday, June 27 - Annual Prairie Lake Festival 
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

Date: April 16, 2015 Time:  7:00 p.m. 

Members Present:  Pastor Lee Herberg, Pastor Christina Martin, President Den Na Lee 

Fewson, Vice-President Jill Miller, Secretary Jessie Hilfer, John Pake, Rynell Rusch, Jeff Brad-

ford, Tim Faller, and Brock Schmeling 

Absent:  Dot Frank 

Devotions:  Pastor Lee led devotions. 

De Na Lee called the meeting to order.   

Approval of Agenda:  Moved by Tim, seconded by Jeff to approve the agenda.  Motion passed. 

Secretary’s Report/Review and Approval of the minutes: 

Moved by Jill, seconded by Rynell to approve the March minutes as amended.  Motion passed. 

Financial Report/Review:   

Lee gave financial report.  We’re ahead for giving vs. expenses.  March actual 15k income over 

expenses.  Water bill issue is due the malfunctioning condensate pump on the boiler.  A journal 

voucher will be issued to correct the wrong account code used for snow removal. 

Unfinished Business: None 

NEW BUSINESS:   

Review 2012-2014 summer attendance numbers.  The trend of declining worship attendance 

throughout the ELCA and other mainline denominations continues as average weekly attend-

ance in 2014 dropped to 383 from 405 in 2013.  Called other local churches to inquire as to their 

summer schedule.  Our Wednesday 6 pm service remains in the summer.  Questions regarding 

changing times and style on Sundays.  Possibly Sunday at 9:30 am and maybe a casual evening 

service.  The Sunday evening worship service will be tabled until the May meeting. 

After discussion, moved by De Na Lee to have one Sunday morning worship service at 9:30 A.M. 

for the months of June, July and August; seconded by Jill.  Motion passed. 

REPORTS: 

Pastor Lee’s report - 3 baptisms, 1 funeral, 0 weddings, still mentoring Bill Dodd with weekly 

meetings. 

Pastor Chris’s report – 0 baptisms, 0 funerals, 0 weddings, An informational meeting was 

held with the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit, MI.  Presented info to other leaders and need 

to get volunteers.  Doing continuing education with Paul Hoffman in Bismarck 1 time per 

month thru October. 

Special Events –  New member orientation on April 19th and 26th.  Senior recognition May 17, 

but no banquet. 

Stewardship – Discussed time and talent forms that go out to families.  How and when should 

families receive them.  Need to be more specific with details of opportunities.  Also tweak the 

Children’s Mission and Ministry form. 



Worship-- Worship team, Brock needs to contact the worship team members. 

Parish Education/Youth – 2 more Sunday/Wednesday church school classes and 2 more con-

firmation classes and then the end of year party.  Easter programs were great.  VBS registra-

tion soon.  VBS will be held 2nd week in June.  April 26th youth pancake breakfast and silent 

auction.  Flamingos start May 1st as a fundraiser for Detroit. 

Evangelism and Outreach –   4 more LAF, will do freezer meals in the fall 

Property and Management – “Retreat”  In 2009 cracks were sealed in parking lot, approxi-

mate cost $1300.  Needs to be done again.  Stairs and railings in parking lots are rusty.  Need to 

be sandblasted, primed, and painted.  Broken curb on NW part of bottom lot.  Bottom of build-

ing where it meets the sidewalk needs to be caulked on the north side of building.  There’s a 

bubble in the concrete in NE bottom lot.  Retaining wall needs repair.  Upper parking lot has a 

lot less cracks.  Administrative office walls need texture and paint with the renovation budget.  

Long range goal is to change the administrative wing with the flat roof into a 3 story wing with 

a garage on the ground floor.  Front side walls in chapel need texture and paint.  Crank out win-

dows on south side of sanctuary are worn out.  Old stairway in the northwest corner of the base-

ment could be converted to a closet.  Boiler system is very old and maybe 60% efficient.  Would 

need to demolish part of the building to remove the old boiler. 

CORRESPONDENCE:   

Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center – Thank you for $135.78 to the M Club. 

Golden Age Services – Thank you for $89.15 for home delivered meals. 

Camp of the Cross- Thank you for $1,956.21 donation. 

Motion to Adjourn/Lord’s Prayer: 

Moved by Brock, seconded by Jeff to adjourn the council meeting. Motion passed.  The meeting 

closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  

Submitted by:  Jessie Hilfer 
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 Attention Work Group Chairs:   

If you have any disconnected phoned 

numbers on your list please call Jeanne 

House at 220-7290, as she is updating lists.   


