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Matthew 13:3-9 

3And he told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out 
to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came 
and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But 
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!"  

My cousin Norm Hanson was born to be a farmer.  He wore out his toy metal 
tractors and diggers faster than any other kid in Divide County.  My grandpa 
took him for rides on his old John Deere Model 70 before he could walk and 
that óputt puttô sound has stayed in his ears ever sense.  He loves machinery, 
dirt and seeds.  Norm is always in the field by April 15th or so north of Epping 
planting his seeds into earth ready to give birth to life again.  He has not óhit 
the dirtô so to speak yet this spring as the frost is not completely out of the 
ground and he has been getting stuck.  The soil temps are not up to where 
they need to be yet as of today (April 16th).  The planting season will soon 
be underway though and Norm will be a happy camper. 

 The gospel writer Matthew shares with us Jesus parable of the 
sower.  The sower that Jesus tells us about also had to deal with variable 
conditions.  He was eager to plant, but the seed didnôt always have ideal 
conditions for growth.  Jesus is speaking here of the seed of faith that is 
planted in us.  Will it grow?  Are we a fertile seed bed ready to receive this 
gift of life?  Do we pay no attention to our faith life, never nurturing our spirit?  
Do we have faith when life is going well but bail out on God when the going 
gets tough?  Do the daily demands of life make us put our faith life in the 
back seat or on the shelf?  Jesus illustrates the difficulty of growing seeds, of 
nurturing faith,  in this little parable. 

 As you receive this newsletter, Easter Sunday will have passed.  The 
ham will have been eaten, the Easter eggs found.  We will go back to our 
regular routine.  The danger is that we go back to being Good Friday people, 
not Easter people.  The danger is that we become fearful again, of living in a 
crazy world with thorns all around us, with the demands of life making us 
forgetting what the resurrection of Christ means for us. 

 Summer will come, seeds will be planted, harvest will gather in again 
the fruit of the earth.  This spring, let the seed of faith and new life be planted 
in all of us.  May we be a fertile seedbed, ready to receive this gift of life, that 
the gift of life given to us in faith will make a difference in how we live in the 
world.  Have hope! 

 Pastor Lee 
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Attention Senior Parents:  We mailed a  letter out to you on April 

20th  regarding the Senior Recognition Service that will be held on 

Sunday, May 17 th  at the 10:45 A.M. service.  Seniors will also need to 

have your picture sent to the church before 5:00 P.M. on Friday, the 8 th 

of May.  Please send the picture to jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org.  

We want to THANK  everyone who has helped us 

with LAF (Lunch at First) this school year.  We 

have fed approximately 420 kids every Thursday!  

This ministry is such an important part of our 

church, and we are grateful to everyone who has 

helped us keep it going.  We would love to have 

you come check out this awesome event here at 

First Lutheran. Come down any Thursday and 

join us!  

 

 

Heads Up  

For June, July & August our worship 

times will be Sundays at 9:30 A.M. & 

Wednesdayõs at 6:00 P.M.  We will not 

have coffee hour during the summer 

months on Sundays.   

FLOCK YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS, TEACHERS...OUR 

FLAMINGOS NEED A GOOD YARD!  

A flock of pink flamingos may visit your yard!  The youth going on the mission trip 

will conduct it's second annual pink flamingo fundraiser.  We have many lovely 

pink flamingos that are ready to migrate around Bismarck/Mandan.  A gorgeous 

flock of 10 flamingos will be $20.00.  However, if you do not wish to see a flock of 

pink flamingos in your yard EVER  you may buy anti -flocking insurance for only 

$10.00.  To find out who flocked you will be $10.00 and if you would like a special 

sign made that is an extra $10.00.  Please see the youth sitting in the narthex to 

purchase your lovely flock to send to someone or insurance starting May 2 nd.  This 

event will end on May 20 th  so HURRY and purchase your flock right away!  


