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Just as Christmas is over, we come to Epiphany. It is a time when we
remember and celebrate the appearing of God made in flesh to the Magi. It
is a time when we remember the manifesting of God in the form of a child.
“1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and
have come to pay him homage.’……. 9they set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place
where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11
Just like the Magi, we bring gifts to the King of Kings. We give our time, our
skills, and our resources. We give these gifts out of a response to the gift we
have received in Jesus the Christ.
We like the Magi are a broken people, a broken community, a ragtag
community of believers following a hunch and a star. We come to Christ just
as we are, filled with both belief and doubt, hopes and fears, triumphs and
failures. We come as we are and give our gifts, whatever they are. Some
gifts are shiny and new. Some gifts are worn and mended. Some gifts are
cracked but beloved. Gifts which are more precious than gold, rarer than
frankincense and myrrh.

Custodians
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The Magi journeyed a long road to come face to face with the Christ child.
We, too, journey down long, sometimes dark roads. We, too, come face to face
with the risen Christ, the Holy Spirit, that dwells amongst us.

Financial Administration
Jennifer Scheet

Coming face to face with the risen Christ, we offer up what we can and find
that together, our broken gifts make a beautiful whole. The gift received in
the coming of Christ, the indwelling of Christ, is a gift of unmeasurable
grace. A love without condition that comes to us however we are, wherever
we are at. A love that tells us that we are created with care and redeemed.
A love that calls us to share Christ’s love and light in the world.

First Lutheran Is A Mission
Partner with Camp of the
Cross Ministries

This Epiphany I invite you to give thanks for the gift of Christ. I invite you
to share that gift of love and light with family and friends, with neighbors
and strangers, throughout Mandan and Bismarck, throughout all of North
Dakota and the world.

May the light of Christ shine upon you!
Pastor Chris
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Mark Your
Calendar…

What: First Lutheran Church Annual Meeting

1st: No Confirmation

When: Sunday, January 26th

2nd: LAF-Nachos

Please join us as we discuss our ministries of
the past year and plans for the coming year.

8th: 7pm - Confirmation Large Group
9th: LAF-Hot Dogs
15th: 7pm - Confirmation
- Large Group
16th: LAF-Sandwiches
22nd: 7pm - Confirmation
- Large Group
23rd: LAF-Sloppy Joes
29th: 7pm - Confirmation
- Small Group

Upcoming Events
W.I.N.G.S. will be at Faith Lutheran Church on Sunday,
January 5th at 6 P.M. with food provided. This is open to
students in 7-12 grades. We will be playing broom ball so
please dress for the weather. The sign up sheet is on Pastor
Christina’s bulletin board (across from Pastor Lee’s office). We
will meet here at the church at 5:40 P.M. Be sure you are here
by 5:40 P.M. to ensure you have a ride as the van will leave at
5:50 P.M. Please RSVP to Pastor Chris by January 2nd.
Pastor Chris:
Cell—219-512-5517
Email—christina@firstlutheranofmandan.org
Church—663-3594

30th: LAF-Nachos

Thank you to everyone who
took an angel tree name. Your
thoughtfulness helped a family
in need. Also, thank you to
everyone who helped prepare
and decorate the church for the
Christmas season!

It’s not to late to sign up for the Minnesota/Wisconsin youth
trip. January 5th will be the deadline for the signup and we
need a $100.00 NON REFUNDABLE Deposit. The dates are
July 25-30. We will be going to a Twins game, Mall of America,
a water park in the Dells, service project and much more.
Come join the fun!
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Pastoral Acts
Baptisms:
December 22
December 23
December 26

Connor Michael Magelky
Olivia Jean Piatz
Anna Elaine Chapman

Weddings:
Funerals:
December 5

Arlene Schmautz

Memorial Fund

Deadline for
articles for the
February
Newsletter will be
January 24th.

January ~ Mission of the Month
Aid Inc.
Items needed are non-perishable food items, paper
products, etc. Please put the items in the boxes in
the Narthex. Thank you.

Special Thanks
Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers,
readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all
who have supplied goodies for the last month. Your help is
greatly appreciated!

Worship Schedule
Sunday ~
8:30 am ~ Traditional
10:45 am ~ Contemporary
9:30 am ~ Coffee
9:30 am ~ Church School
Wednesday ~
6:00 pm ~ Transitional
6:00 pm ~ Church School
7:00 pm ~ Confirmation

PAGE 9

FI R S T LU T H E R A N C HU R C H

J A NU A R Y 2 0 1 4

Lunch At First (LAF) is a ministry of this
congregation. Every Thursday from October through
May, we provide a free lunch for students from Mandan
High School. We serve a rotating menu of Sloppy Joes,
Sandwiches, Hot Dogs, and Nachos. We are serving
about 400 kids each week! We have volunteers who help
to cook and serve the meals and clean up each week.
Why do we do this? Because we love these young
people and want them to know it! We want them to come
in our doors and see that this is a safe, inviting place. We
do it because God’s love has no requirements. We are
blessed weekly by their “Thank you’s”, laughter and
smiles. We are also blessed by the company of the many
volunteers each week as we work together.
There are many ways that you can help! We
always need people to help serve the meals on
Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. If you are interested, please contact Pastor
Jack or Pastor Christina. We can also use financial donations to help the church with
the cost. Stop by some Thursday and see the young people who join us each week
and also see God’s work among us!
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Thursday, November 21, 2013 7:00PM
Present: Pastor Jack Carlson, Pastor Christina Martin, Vice-President Tammy Lapp-Harris,
Secretary Den Na Lee Fewson, Darrell Nitschke, Kris Theurer, John Pake, Janet Reineke,
Brian Zacha
Absent: Pastor Lee Herberg, Kris Elijah, Dot Frank
Devotions: Vice-President Tammy Lapp-Harris called the meeting to order. Pastor Jack led
devotions.
Approval of Agenda: Darrell Nitschke moved and Den Na Lee Fewson seconded the motion
to approve the agenda. Motion passed.
Secretary’s Report/Review and Approval of the minutes: Darrell Nitschke moved and
Brian Zacha seconded the motion to approve the Council Minutes from October 17th, 2013.
Motion passed.
Financial Report/Review: Pastor Jack went over the October financials. The new
condensate pump cannot handle the spikes in water temperature, due to a possible steam trap
leak. Finding the leak will not be easy and we are looking at a potentially large bill to find a fix.
Unfinished Business:
Moving forward in faith: The men’s restroom downstairs is now 100% complete.
Candlesticks for the chancel had not been started yet, so we hired L & H Manufacturing
to fabricate the paschal candlestick, altar candlesticks, missal stand and sanctuary
candle stand. The designs for these pieces will be about the same as before.
Strategic Plan 2013: Pastor Lee is still working on the operating principals.
Air Handling Unit: Lindtech is on hold until chancel items are finished and its determined
what boiler issues will need to be addressed and how much money is left in the
renovation account.
Policy and Procedure Manual: Pastor Christina is working on the guidelines for
volunteers regarding the safety of our youth in our care. She is addressing all liability
and safety issues. Pastor Lee is working on the other areas with a rough draft to be
created for Council to review and approve.
Wedding Guidelines/update: Council received the new updated guideline policy. Council
will review it prior to December’s meeting.
Nominating Committee: Council members were chosen to assist the Nominating
Committee. An outgoing and ongoing member must reside on the committee. Kris
Thuerer represents the out-going member and Janet Reineke represents the current
member.
NEW BUSINESS:
“Seeds of Faith” Challenge. Our congregation is asked to participate in “Seeds of Faith” in
December. Prior to all worship services in December, a 2 minute DVD explaining “Seeds
of Faith” will be shown to the congregation. A separate offering will be sent around for
the challenge.
Due to Christmas falling on a Wednesday, there will be no Christmas Day worship, nor will
there be New Year’s Day worship, since it also falls on a Wednesday.
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REPORTS:
Pastor Lee’s report – 1 funeral. Served communion at Edgewood Vista in Mandan and at
Sanford Health Continuing Care Centers. This was our first service at Edgewood and
they are happy to have us, as we’re the only church that have said we’d volunteer there.
Pastor Jack’s report – 2 baptisms, 1 funeral and 1 wedding
Pastor Chris’s report – 1 baptism and 1 funeral. She is working on updating confirmation
sheets and policies and procedures.
Special Events – no report
Stewardship – 122 pledge cards were received from Stewardship Sunday/Wednesday for a
total pledge for 2014 of $215,700.00 for the General Fund and $49,524.00 for the Building
Fund. Follow up letters will be mailed and pledge cards mailed to those that haven’t
completed a card yet. Only 4 have indicated that they’d like to give electronically.
Worship – Faye picked songs for December and January.
Parish Education/Youth – Youth are looking at a trip to Wisconsin Dells and Minnesota.
They are looking at raising funds and also helping with the unwrapping of the
poinsettias. The National Youth Gathering in 2015 will be in Detroit. We have a number
of kids interested in attending.
Evangelism and Outreach – have not been meeting regularly. Janet Reineke will visit
with Pastor Lee regarding this matter.
Property and Management – The rock pile in the parking lot was removed before the first
snowfall to a different location on our property.
Website/Facebook/Twitter – no report.
CORRESPONDENCE:
A thank you letter was received from Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center for our
contribution of $196.87.
Golden Age Services sent a thank you letter for our donations of $91.53 and $116.66
respectively towards the Home Delivered Meals program.
Danmarck Property Services sent a thank you card for giving them our business to clean the
carpets in the basement when we had water stains last month.
Custer Elementary School and Roosevelt Elementary School sent thank you cards for our
donated boxes of school supplies, stating that the donations would make a real difference
in the lives and education of many of the students.
Motion to Adjourn/Lord’s Prayer:
Brian Zacha moved and John Pake seconded to adjourn the council meeting. Motion passed.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Submitted by,
Den Na Lee Fewson

