
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

408 Ninth Street NW 

Mandan, ND  58554 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Phone: 701-663-3594 

Fax: 701-663-6217 

E-mail: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org  

Building Faith and 

Transforming Lives 

in Christ. 

www.firstlutheranofmandan.org 

We’re on the web! 

 
Christmas Eve 

Services 

2:00 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. 

11:00 P.M. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

  Scripture Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:4-7 

As the Thanksgiving holiday winds down, we are again 
finding ourselves preparing for the coming of our Savior 
Jesus Christ.  But before the arrival of Christmas, we need 
to prepare.  Just as we would prepare for a test, or a trip, 
we must first make preparation for the coming of our Lord 
at Christmas.   And we do so in hope, expectant hope of 
our coming Messiah. 

Mark Neilsen asks the question, “Why are we still waiting 
for Jesus?  Didn’t he come already, born of Mary in 
Bethlehem in a manger?”  Of course he did and again, as 
I mentioned above, we will celebrate that wonderful event 
Christmas Eve, just as Christians have been doing for 
many years now.  And it’s in this season of Advent which 
we are about to enter that we look forward with hopeful 
anticipation to Jesus coming again. 

 This preparation we are making is not about something 
that happened once a long time ago—it is also something 
that will happen again sometime for each of us, for all of 
us.  For Jesus comes to us now in this day in age, in this 
life.  Through the Bible, through our prayers and as a 
church and as the family of God Jesus comes to us.  God 
in Christ comes to us!  So we say, “Emmanuel!” which the 
Bible reminds us is translated as, “God with us.” 

God is with us!  So while we count the days until 
Christmas and look forward to the day when Christ will 
come again, may we not simply sit and wait.  May we 
instead invite Jesus to move us and fill us with God’s 
grace and light, reaching out to those around us out of the 
love we first received from God.  God is with us! 

Have a blessed Advent! 

Pastor Jack 

December 2013 

Administrative Pastor 

Rev. Lee Herberg 

663-3594 

 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Jack Carlson 

663-3594 

 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Christina Martin 

663-3594 

 

Administrative Assistant &  

Coordinator of Lay 

Ministries 

Jackie Schulz 

663-3594 (o) 

663-3082 (h) 

 

Custodians 

Ron & Mavis Watson 

 

Financial Administration 

Jennifer Scheet 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Is A Mission 

Partner with Camp of the 

Cross Ministries 

First Lutheran 

Staff 

First Lutheran Church 

December Newsletter 
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      The Infant and Child Bereavement Program of Sanford Health invites you to the tenth 

annual Candlelight Memorial Service on Friday, December 6, 2013, at 7 P.M.  This event, 

sponsored by the Birth Center and the Pastoral Care departments, will take place in the 

Sanford Seventh & Rosser Clinic,  414 N. 7th Street, Bismarck. 

     The Memorial Service is dedicated to all babies who have died before or shortly after birth, 

or in early childhood.  Ornaments will be placed on a tree.  You may have an ornament 

inscribed with your baby’s name by calling  Sanford’s Pastoral Services office at 323-6086 by 

Wednesday, December 4, or you may have them inscribed before the service from 5:30-6:30 

P.M.  Also  you may register at bismarck.sanfordhealth.org/gardenofpeace. 
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Church School 

Christmas Program 

Wednesday School Schedule 

Practice - Wednesday, December 4th 

& 11th   6:00-7:00 P.M.  

Program - Wednesday, December 

18th  at 6:00 P.M. 

Sunday School Schedule 

Practice - Sunday, December 1st & 

8th   9:30-10:30 A.M.  

Program - Sunday, December 15th          

at 10:45 A.M. 

 

Mark Your 

Calendar… 

 

 

4th:  7pm - Confirmation - 

Large Group 

5th:  LAF 

11th: 7pm - Confirmation  - 

Large Group 

12th:  LAF 

15th:  10:45am Sunday 

School Christmas Program 

18th:  6pm - Wednesday 

School Christmas Program 

          7pm - Confirmation  - 

Small Group 

19th:  LAF 

25th:  No Confirmation 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

W.I.N.G.S. will be at Faith Lutheran Church on Sunday, 
December 15th at 6 P.M.  This is open to students in 7-12 
grades.  We will be caroling (so please dress for outdoor 
weather) and then going to Buffalo Wild Wings.  The sign up 
sheet is on Pastor Christina’s bulletin board (across from Pastor 
Lee’s office).  We will meet here at the church at 5:40 P.M.  Be 
sure you are here by 5:40 P.M. to ensure you have a ride as the 
van will leave at 5:50 P.M.   Please RSVP to Pastor Chris by 
December 12th.   

Pastor Chris: 

Cell—219-512-5517 

Email—christina@firstlutheranofmandan.org 

Church—663-3594 

Merry Christmas! 
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Sunday ~ 

 8:30 am ~ Traditional 

 10:45 am ~ Contemporary 

 9:30 am ~ Coffee 

 9:30 am ~ Church School 

  

 Wednesday ~ 

 6:00 pm ~ Transitional 

 6:00 pm  ~ Church School 

 7:00 pm  ~ Confirmation 

Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

December ~ Mission of the Month 

Baptisms:   

 November 17 Brody Roger Berger 

 November 27 Kye Carter Morrison 

   

Weddings: 

 November 1 Isaac Diaz & Britany Fleck 

 November 9 Jason Bold & Samantha Meyer 

   

Funerals: 

 November 7 Kerry Sneed 

 November 12  Whitley Sharff 

 November 19 Jason Nelson 
    

Memorial Fund 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Shirley Armbrust given by Frank 

Armbrust. 

Deadline for 

articles for the 

January 

Newsletter will be 

December 12th.  

 

Abused Adult Resource Center 

Items needed are non-perishable food items, bedding, 

cleaning & housekeeping supplies, baby & children’s 

items, medicine cabinet supplies.  You may put your 

items in the boxes in the Narthex.  Thank you. 

Senior Christmas Gathering 

Senior Service and Meal 

December 10th, 2013 

Service at 11:00 A.M. 

Dinner at 12:00 P.M. 

Roast Pork Dinner with Trimmings to follow. 

RSVP the church office 663-3594 ASAP!!! 

Come join us for Food, Fellowship, and Fun. 

Sowing Seeds of Faith… 

"A sower went out to sow…" begins Jesus' parable in Mark's Gospel.  It is an act of faith that God will do 

something with these scattered seeds.  As a synod, a collection of churches across Western North Dakota, we 

want to plant a few seeds as well--seeds that might sprout into Gospel-centered ministry in Christ's name. 

As a congregation, we have been invited to join with other congregations of our synod to build up the Mission 

Trust Fund.  Gains from this fund will be used to help financially support creative, Christ-centered, mission-

focused opportunities.  Sometimes people dream great dreams for ministry in Christ's name, but what is 

needed to get them off the ground is seed money.   

As a congregation we have been challenged to generously support the Mission Trust Fund.  The funds will be 

retained in trust; each year, gains on those funds will be used as grants to ministries in the synod.   

We enter into these activities wondering what God might do among us.  Together, congregations from across 

the synod will gather in June to celebrate the results of this appeal.  In the meantime we pray that God would 

stir us to creative, Christ-centered dreaming about ministry for Jesus’ sake. 

Look for details regarding your opportunity to support this worthy effort in upcoming bulletins.  Thank you! 
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

Thursday, October 17, 2013   7:00PM 

Present:  Pastor Lee Herberg, Pastor Jack Carlson, President Kris Elijah, Secretary Den Na 

Lee Fewson, Darrell Nitschke, Kris Theurer, Janet Reineke, Dot Frank, Brian Zacha 

Absent:  Pastor Christina Martin, Vice President Tammy Lapp-Harris, John Pake 

Devotions:  President Kris Elijah called the meeting to order.  Pastor Jack had an opening 

prayer. 

Approval of Agenda:  Darrell Nitschke moved and Brian Zacha seconded the motion to 

approve the agenda.  Motion passed. 

Secretary’s Report/Review and Approval of the minutes:  Brian Zacha moved and Dot 

Frank seconded the motion to approve the council minutes from September 19th, 2013.  Motion 

passed. 

Financial Report/Review:  Pastor Lee went over the September financials.  Overall expenses 

are down and income is up. 

Unfinished Business:  

 Moving forward in faith: The men’s restroom downstairs is now complete, signs for ADA 

requirements are ordered and will be installed soon.  The new candlesticks and missal stand 

for the chancel are behind schedule.  Cody Miller is going to visit with Justin Rode regarding 

when they can be finished. 

 Strategic Plan 2013:  Darrell Nitschke & Pastor Lee have begun to make calls to form a 

Governance Team; however, calls were met with a variety of questions that need to be 

answered before moving forward on this.  Pastor Lee will work on providing answers. 

 Snow Removal for upcoming winter:  We have signed a contract with MS Outdoor 

Services for snow removal.  Snow will be removed by 5pm on Wednesdays and by 8am on 

Sundays in addition to removal as requested. 

 Air Handling Unit:  Lindtech will be installing new air return grills in the upper back wall 

in the chancel area to provide increased air flow for the air handler units. 

 Condensate Pump issues with the boiler:  The new pump system is installed, just needs 

to have a cover installed and minor details completed. 

 Policy and Procedure Manual:  Pastor Lee is working on this to incorporate the changes 

made in moving from a support staff model to a pastoral model for Christian Education and 

youth as well as updating the administrative section.  Once a rough draft of the updates are 

completed, the manual will be provided to council for review and approval. 

 Wedding Guidelines/update:  The council is still working on overhauling the policies and 

guidelines for weddings.  We are also creating a Wedding Coordinator position that will be 

shared by several individuals.  To date three people have expressed interest in this position.   

New guidelines will be further discussed at the November meeting. 

 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS: 

 Teams will be meeting prior to Nov 21 to establish budget numbers for 2014 to present to 

council at the November meeting. 

 Nov 13th and Nov 17th were chosen as the two dates for Stewardship Wednesday and 

Sunday, respectively.  Darrell Nitschke is working on the brochures that will be sent along 

with a letter to all congregation members. 

 Mindy Sayler inquired about renting space in the basement Fellowship Room for her 

daycare that operates Mon-Fri from 7:30am-5pm.  Council members were concerned about 

the frequent use of the kitchen and fellowship room for various activities, such as quilting 

groups, funerals, LAF, etc that would need use of those rooms during daycare hours.  Brian 

Zacha moved to approve the request.  No one seconded. Motion failed for lack of second. 
 

REPORTS: 

 Pastor Lee’s report – 1 baptism, Bible Study has begun entitled “Making Sense of the 

Cross” by David Lose.  It is going very well.  

 Pastor Jack’s report – 4 baptisms, 2 funerals and 1 wedding.  

 Pastor Chris’s report – 2 baptisms, 1 wedding and 1 funeral.  She is at LYO in Minot from 

Oct 17-20. 

 Special Events – Lutefisk and Meatball Supper will be held Oct 19th. 

 Stewardship – Discussions continued on setting up members for direct withdrawal services 

from their banks into the church’s account.  Den Na Lee Fewson spoke with Jackie and the 

volunteer money counters and took their issues/concerns to the council.  Pastor Lee is going 

to check with Dakota Community Bank to see if we can set up the withdrawals as an ACH 

rather than as Bill Pay. 

 Worship – no report 

 Parish Education – no report 

 Youth – A special meeting will be held Nov 5th for parents and students to discuss whether 

they’d like to do a mission trip or attend the National Youth Gathering in 2015. 

 Evangelism and Outreach – have not been meeting regularly.  Pastor Jack is going to 

determine who is still on the team so they can begin to meet again. 

 Property and Management – the evergreen tree that was burned during the 4th of July is 

showing signs that it might come back next spring.  It will be left until it’s determined that it 

is dead.  Jason Tomanek is finished with the landscaping.  The rock pile in the parking lot is 

going to be removed before the first snowfall. 

 Website/Facebook/Twitter – The Christmas season is quickly coming upon us and it was 

discussed that we should offer links on the website for charitable donations.  Dot is going to 

look into this.  We are also looking at eliminating the amount of spam that comes in through 

email. 

CORRESPONDENCE:   

 A thank you letter was received from Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center for our 

contribution of $154.45. 

 Camp of the Cross sent a thank you letter for donations from the months of July, August and 

September totaling $1,024.67.  

Motion to Adjourn/Lord’s Prayer: 

 Den Na Lee Fewson moved and Janet Reineke seconded to adjourn the council meeting. 

Motion passed.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Submitted by, 

Den Na Lee Fewson, First Lutheran Council Secretary 
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