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He begins with the cliche , “Give a person a fish and they eat for a day.
Teach them to fish and they eat for a lifetime.” No problem, right? It’s a
true statement. But he challenges us to look further.
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ONE.
ONE positive adult in a young person’s life significantly increases their potential to be
resilient when faced with struggles.
ONE life can be changed.
YOU can make the difference.
This fall, Heart River Bridges of Hope is offering 4 opportunities for YOU to attend a
FREE mentor training. If you wish you could communicate better or influence someone
else’s life in a positive way… If you wish you could connect with teens more on their
level… We invite you to come to our mentor training, developed to help caring adults be
in relationship with youth, particularly young people who have been in the juvenile
justice system.
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Dates:
September 16-17, 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm – Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Bismarck
October 7-8, 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm – Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Bismarck
October 27, 12:00 pm – 6:00 pm – Bismarck YMCA
November 16, 11:00 am – 4:00 pm – Heart River Lutheran Church, Mandan
Questions? Or RSVP to Shera at dm.shera@heartriverlutheran.org or 595-3962
Check out our facebook page or www.heartriverhope.org for more information!

First Lutheran Is A Mission
Partner with Camp of the
Cross Ministries

Brain Konkol, Chaplain at Gustavus Adolphus College comments on this
scripture passage challenging us to look at the way we go about doing
God’s work of comforting those in need, and confronting people and
systems that seem to cause the need.

Pastor Konkol challenges us to ask the question, “But who has access to
the pond?” That is, God’s people who work for “righteousness and
justice for all the oppressed” (v.6) are committed to not only bringing relief
and development to those in need, but also to the work of advocating for
those same sisters and brothers in Christ. In short, we are called to
bringing “fish” to address those in immediate need; teach them to “fish”
so they can break the chain of need; and more importantly, give everyone
access to the “pond” so they have the same resources as everyone else.

In the same manner we receive God’s presence, abundant grace,
forgiveness, and love, we respond in love via action that calls for justice,
as Konkol writes, in the relationships and structures of society. He
quotes Martin Luther King, Jr. who said, “True compassion is more than
flinging a coin to a beggar; it comes to see that an edifice which produces
beggars needs restructuring.”
May God’s word then not merely comfort us from the negative effects of
our daily existence, but rather serve to remind us of our responsibility to
stand with our brothers and sisters in need as we work to bring peace
and justice to all—addressing certainly the needs of the present, but also
working to restructure the edifice that generates such need in the first
place so all have equal access to the pond. (B.Konkol, “God Pause”,
Luther Seminary, Tuesday, 8/20/13.)
Pastor Jack
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Remember starting September 1st we will resume
our regular Sunday service schedule, 8:30
(Traditional) & 10:45 (Contemporary) A.M.

________________________________________________

Synod Assembly 2013: Brief Report of Actions-continued from last month:
Doing the Work of Mission
The Assembly approved Synod Council’s recommendation to enter into an appeal for the WND Synod Mission Trust Fund, which provides seed
grants for creative mission projects across the synod. The goal is to raise $10 per baptized member from each congregation by the end of 2013. If
we do this, over $500,000 will be added to the Mission Trust Fund, which would allow us to provide $20,000 in mission grants each year. We are
looking for a volunteer from each congregation who would serve as a mission cheerleader. By fall, the Synod will provide a DVD and materials to
help tell the story. If you are interested in serving as a mission cheerleader, please contact the synod office (701-223-5312).
Trinity Lutheran of Glenburn presented a check for the first seed money to launch this appeal with a gift of $3,475 from a Roast Beef Dinner they
hosted that raised well over $10 per member. Augustana Lutheran of Minot also presented gifts of $2,500 to the Mission Trust Fund and $2,500 to
Ministry Trust fund.

ATTENTION ALL QUILTERS:

Final Flood of Love disbursements were presented to congregations that are rebuilding following the 2011 flooding in Minot. First Lutheran in
Minot received $27,666.67, and Peace Lutheran of Burlington and Christ Lutheran of Minot each received $126,536.95.

Quilting is starting up again!! September 23rd & 24th and
September 30th & October 1st from 9:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. You
don’t need any experience, just come and have fun. Bring a
sack lunch.

While Assembly was in process, 75 youth from our synod were also busy reclaiming community spaces throughout Minot and Burlington that have
remained damaged from the 2011 flood through Operation Rebuild,

First Lutheran’s “Lunch at First” (LAF) program feeds about 400 of our
Mandan High School students each week during the school year! It’s a
ministry that has grown immensely over the past few years and promises to
grow into the future. It’s great to witness God working through our
volunteers as they serve and our young people as they are served – all
disciples of Jesus Christ!
As the numbers of young people served has grown, naturally so has the
budget for LAF – and we are currently running near our budget limit for
this year. It costs about $350 a week to feed these young people – a cost of
about $.87 cents per meal per student … a real bargain!!
So, we are asking individuals, families, businesses and corporations for
some financial assistance as we move into the Fall. If you, your family or business would like to sponsor
a LAF meal – it would go a long way toward funding LAF. Maybe a group of families would like to
sponsor a meal … and help serve it!! Whatever the case – let us know and thank you in advance for your
contribution toward bringing Jesus’ command, “Feed my sheep …” to our high school students.

And while we are equipped to serve as local missionaries, we met 2 of 3 young adults from our synod who will be serving the next year as ELCA
Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM). Beginning this fall, Evan Higgins of Mandan will be serving in Malaysia, Sarah Funkhouser of Beulah
will be serving in Jerusalem, and Jennifer Dunn of Bismarck will be serving in Argentina/Uruguay. Synod Council approved a gift of $1,000 each
toward the $4,000 each needs to raise to support their year of service. In one of the most moving moments of the Assembly, those gathered asked
for a spontaneous offering to assist these young people. Gifts poured into the baskets as over $4,800 came in. Additional gifts can be sent to the
synod office to support their year of mission and will be forwarded to ELCA Global mission to be applied first to the young adults from synod.
Any amount beyond what they need, will be shared with other YAGM volunteers.
Though we reminisce with reverence and gratitude the journey thus far, we remember that God’s mission continues. Stories are yet to be written
and shared; there are places where God continues to call us. This Church is a church that moves forward. It is new time, a new day, with new realities. However, dwelling in the Old, Old Story, we seek God’s guidance for ways to share that story Anew.
2014 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Leaders
Action: Passed
Western ND Fiscal Plan for 2014
Action: Passed
Resolution Concerning Mission Fund Appeal
Action: Passed
The WND Synod Assembly voted to support a synodwide “Seeds of Faith Mission Appeal,” challenging all congregations of the Synod to raise $10
per baptized member. These funds, used to grow the Mission Trust fund, will provide seed money for creative, Christ-centered, mission-minded
projects. Voting members committed to support this appeal by contributing financially and encouraging their congregations to do the same. We
will prepare to celebrate what God has begun through this appeal at the 2014 Assembly.
Resolution Concerning Concealed Weapons
Action: Passed
The WND Synod in assembly passed an amended resolution brought to the floor, which encourages the congregations of the synod to be “Gun Free
Zones” responding to the requirements of North Dakota House Bill 1283. The intent of this resolution is to be a theological statement rather than a
political statement concerning the issues of gun ownership.
Motion to Receive Leeds Lutheran Church, Leeds, ND
Action: Passed
With a resounding “Amen!”, the Western North Dakota Synod in assembly received Leeds Lutheran Church into the Western Dakota Synod.
Leeds Lutheran Church has formed a parish with the partners of First Lutheran Church, Barton and Bethel Lutheran Church of Rugby.

Our mission boxes over the summer have been filled with school supplies
to send to our missions overseas. However, many children in Mandan begin
school each year without supplies. During the next few weeks, please check
the school supply clearance aisles and consider making a purchase for those
less fortunate right here in Mandan. Supplies needed are 24 box crayons,
pencils, glue, glue sticks and regular or college ruled tablets. Any supplies
received will be equally distributed among the 5 Mandan elementary schools.
There will be a SPECIAL BOX for these items in the narthex; please drop your
donations in there. Thank you for your kindness.

Assembly Offerings:
Friday Worship: $4,136 For the WND Synod Mission Tr ust Fund
Friday Banquet: $3,850 for our synod’s 4 Bible Camps
Sweet Deal for C.A.R.: $29,385 + (some congr egations have notified us that additional donations will be ar r iving in the coming
weeks)
Mission Fest Silent Auction & Live Auction: $10,037.50
Missionary Support for our 3 Young Adults in Global Mission: $4,823.62
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Attention Church School Students & Parents!
th

th

Join us on Sunday, September 8 or Wednesday, September 11 for our
Church School Rally Day!

Mark Your
Calendar…

Who: 9th - 12th Graders

Sunday, September 8th: At 9:30 A.M. all students are encouraged to come

When: October 17th - 19th
Cost: $50
Join high school youth from all over Western ND for a weekend

downstairs to find their classroom and meet their teachers.

All kids are welcome to join in on the fun! When everyone has had a little time in
their room, there will be goodies, kool-aid, and coffee in the Fellowship Hall.

filled with worship, service, great music and a ton of fun! Register in
the Narthex by Wednesday, September 25th. Late registrations will

th

At 6:00 P.M. all students are encouraged to
come downstairs to find their classroom and meet their teachers.

Wednesday, September 11 :

All kids are welcome to join in on the fun! When everyone has had a little time in
their room, there will be goodies and kool-aid, in the Fellowship Hall.

Regular Church School Schedule
Sunday School: 9:30 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday School: 6:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.

Western ND LYO Gathering in Minot

8th: 9:30am - First day of
Sunday School

cost an extra $15.

11th: 6pm - First night of
Wednesday school
11th: 7pm - Confirmation Large group
18th: 7pm - Confirmation Large group
25th: 7pm - Confirmation Small group

Fall Bible Study will be resuming soon!
Pastor Lee will be resuming our Bible Study gathering on Wednesday evenings in
the Youth Room adjacent to the Fellowship Hall. The Bible Study will be “Making
Sense of the Cross” and will begin in September for 6 weeks. (Watch the bulletins for
the exact date).


Week One: Why does the Cross Matter?



Week Two: Portraits and Perspectives



Week Three: Ransom and Victory



Week Four: Substitution, Satisfaction and Sacrifice



Week Five: Example and Encouragement



Week Six: Event and Experience

We will have a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Please sign up if you are interested
in joining us. The cost of the book is $10.00.

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsals to Start September 8th
The First Lutheran Sanctuary Choir will be starting up rehearsals for the fall
season on Sunday, September 8th at 9:45 A.M. in the Chapel. Our season
follows the school year with 2 performing Sundays a month and special
performances at Christmas and Easter.
The director, Shawn Boehm, would like to thank those of you who are planning
to sing with the choir again and is always looking for some new members to be
a part of our group as well. Even if you do not read music or have not sang in a
choir before you can sing with us. We encourage anyone to stop in to any
rehearsal and try us out. The choir is here for you to enjoy singing and musical
fellowship. If you do not feel comfortable performing, than just come and enjoy
rehearsals with us. It is your choice. We are a come and perform when you
want to or can choir.
So remember, “Singing is like praying twice” and “Music is the language of the
soul”.
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Pastoral Acts
Baptisms:
August 4
August 25
August 25
August 25

Kolton John Kisse
Alaric David Rath
Avery Alice Schindler
Kaiden Grant Schmidt

Weddings:
August 3
August 10
August 24
August 31

Abe Zenker & Nichole Eslinger
Travis Kunrath & Tiffany Roth
Jace Leno & Amber Holznagel
Ben Tokach & Natalie Laubner

Funerals:
August 7
August 9
August 10
August 23
August 29

Roy Tomanek
Wendy Germann
Willow Glarum-Magstadt
Maxine Willows
John Mitchell

Memorial Fund
In memory of Wendy Germann given by Arden & Pat Hagerott.
In memory of Roy Tomanek given by Gary & Claudia Tomanek,
Faye Rodgers, Walter & Leona Keidel, Russ & Jan Grabinger,
David & Eunice Wolf, Arden & Pat Hagerott, Ralph & Naida
Feland, Jason Tomanek, Vernon & Debra Tomanek, Roy
Tomanek family.

Items needed for the 2013 Lutefisk supper which will be held
on Saturday, October 19th, 2013:

Deadline for
articles for the
October Newsletter
will be September
19th.

In memory of Willow Glarum-Magstad given by Donald & Donna
Glarum.
In memory of LeRoy Olauson given by Marlys Olauson.

Worship Schedule

September ~ Mission of the Month
Ruth Meiers Hospitality House
Items needed are non-perishable food items, paper
products, toiletries, bath towels, twin sheet sets, city
bus passes. You may put your items in the boxes in the
narthex. Thank You.

Remember starting
September 1st we go back to
our regular worship times!!

Special Thanks

Sunday ~
8:30 am ~ Traditional
10:45 am ~ Contemporary
9:30 am ~ Coffee
9:30 ~ Church School

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers,
readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all
who have supplied goodies for the last month. Your help is
greatly appreciated!

Wednesday ~
6:00 pm ~ Transitional
6:00 pm ~ Church School
7:00 pm ~ Confirmation

Cash
Cookies and Bars
Rosettes and Krumkake
Cans of Wondra Flour
Homemade Buns
Quarts of Miracle Whip
Red Washed Potatoes
Eggs
Butter

Sugar
Milk
Cream
Coffee
Soda Crackers
Pam
Chopped Onions
Gallon Ziploc Bags
Quart Ziploc Bags

Many workers – Friday setup from 10:00 – 12:00, Saturday - kitchen
(many shifts available beginning as early as 7:30 A.M. through clean
up which goes until about 10:00 P.M.), dining room (shifts beginning
at 3:00 and 5:30), dishwashers (shifts beginning at 3:00 and 6:00),
clean up (beginning at 7:30), lefse preparers and bar & cookie
arrangers (shifts beginning at 3:00 and 6:00).
Come join the fun and enjoy the fellowship!!

If anyone is interested in co-chairing the lutefisk supper
please contact the church office-663-3594 or Lori
Meyers-471-9436.
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Thursday, June 20, 2013 7:00PM
Present: Pastor Lee Herberg, Pastor Jack Carlson, President Kris Elijah, Vice President Tammy LappHarris, Darrell Nitschke, John Pake, Kris Theurer
Absent: Secretary Den Na Lee Fewson, Janet Reineke, Dot Frank, Brian Zacha
Devotions: President Kris Elijah called the meeting to order. Pastor Jack led devotions.
Guests: Justin Rode of Mind Over Materials, a design firm from Bismarck presented the finalized
drawings for the new paschal candle holder, altar candle holders, missal stand and eternal sanctuary
candle holder. Jennifer Sheet, our Financial Manager, was also a guest to show the council new
financial display graphs and tables that she has put together to better show monthly cash flow, asset
and liability balances, equity and comparison tools for the council to use to compare present income/
expense data with that from prior years.
Approval of Agenda: Tammy Lapp-Harris moved and Darrell Nitschke seconded the motion to
approve the agenda. Motion passed.
Secretary’s Report/Review and Approval of the minutes: Darrell Nitschke moved and Kris Elijah
seconded the motion to approve the church council minutes of May 16th, 2013. Motion passed.
Financial Report/Review: Pastor Lee went over the May financials. We have begun to recover from
our excess of expense over income as we no longer have sidewalk snow removal costs from the winter
and that the boiler has now been drained for the summer.
Unfinished Business:
 Moving forward in faith: Justin Rode presented the final drawings of the altar candle holder, the
paschal candle holder, the missal stand and sanctuary candle holder. Tammy Lapp-Harris moved
and Darrell Nitschke seconded to have NB Innovations remodel the lower level men’s restroom for a
contract price of $17,500. An additional $5,000 will be expended for the plumbing and electrical
work. This will be under the $25,000 estimated for the remodeling of this area. Motion passed.
Steve Melby of NB Innovations will begin framing the men’s lower level restroom within the next 2
weeks with an anticipated completion date of September 1, 2013.
 Website redesign: Dot Frank and Jackie Schulz have added some new enhancements to the
website and Jackie is doing a great job keeping it updated.
 Strategic Plan 2013: Darrell Nitschke & Pastor Lee have not yet met to discuss formulation of
governance team.
 Ministry Site Profiles: The call committee Richard Garman, Lance Gaebe, Randy Schmeling,
Corby Rachel, Tammy Lapp-Harris and Den Na Lee Fewson conducted an initial interview with a
candidate May 21st via skype. A face to face interview with the same candidate, Christina Martin of
Wartburg Seminary, was conducted the evening of June 5th. The call committee was very impressed
with her answers at the interview and of her journey in faith. She graduated from Wartburg
Seminary in Dubuque, IA on May 19th, 2013. She is married to Russell Martin…they have no
children.
 The Synod Assembly was June 7-8 in Minot. Darrell Nitschke, Jeanne House and Linda Anseth
attended as delegates from First Lutheran. Darrell presented a wonderful summary of the assembly
to the council and encouraged everyone to attend a synod assembly to see the wider church at work.
 Jason Tomanek is hard at work with the landscaping project. He is doing a fantastic job of updating
the look of the west façade of the facility. Doug VanDaalen continues to provide lawn mowing service
again this year.
 Snow removal options were discussed for this fall/winter.
NEW BUSINESS:
 The Call Committee is recommending to the Church Council that Christina Martin be extended a
call to serve as Associate Pastor – Youth and Family. After discussion, Darrell Nitschke moved and
John Pake seconded that the Church Council approve their recommendation. Motion passed. A
special congregational meeting for the congregation to approve council’s recommendation will be held
on Sunday, July 14th immediately following the Sunday worship service.
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Communication regarding the meeting will be posted on all doors and in all church bulletins for the
next 2 weeks. A biography of Christina Martin as well as her profile for ministry will be available in
the narthex for the same time period so the congregation will have an opportunity to read about her
perspectives on ministry prior to the meeting on the 14th.
 Darrell Nitschke moved and Tammy Lapp-Harris seconded the motion for the Church Council to not
meet in July as that is their normal vacation month. Motion passed.
 Darrell Nitschke moved and Kris Elijah seconded the motion to accept Lindtech’s bid of $1,035.00 to
add additional air return grills in the chancel area as the air handling units are starving for air after
the 2007 chancel remodel. The lack of return air puts too much strain on the system as the remodel
design provided insufficient return air flow. Motion passed.
 Darrell Nitschke moved and Tammy Lapp-Harris seconded the motion to accept The Painter’s bid of
$800.00 to refinish 4 metal outside church doors that are looking pretty shabby and starting to rust
from scrapes in the paint down to bare metal.
REPORTS:
Pastor Lee’s report – 7 baptisms, 3 funerals, 3 additional committal services at the North Dakota
Veteran’s Cemetery for out of town funerals, communion services at the Care Centers and Library Square II, Synod Council meeting in Minot and Synod Assembly in Minot.
Pastor Jack’s report – 3 baptisms, 2 weddings, 1 funeral, 1 additional committal service at the
North Dakota Veteran’s Cemetery and Synod Assembly in Minot.
Special Events –First Lutheran will also have a float at this year’s 4th of July parade featuring our
youth band, New Escape.
Stewardship – Darrel would like to create a mission and theme for the church as well as initiate a
movement towards giving. A team will be put together to help Darrell with this stewardship mission.
Worship – New Escape will perform one song at the worship service on Sun, July 7th and Wednesday, July 10th.
Parish Education – Currently we have 15 teachers signed up for church school. We need to double
that and find subs. 22 children are signed up for Sunday School and 46 for Wednesday School.
Pastor Jack has been taking webinars on utilizing the Spark curriculum. Bibles for confirmation
students will be ordered soon.
Youth –An additional chaperone is needed for the Denver Mission Trip on July 24th-30th. Requests
for a volunteer will be in an upcoming bulletin. WINGS resumes next fall.
Evangelism and Outreach – No Report.
Property and Management – John Pake reported that the North Dakota State Forester looked at
the bull pine stump to see whether or not the tree that died was diseased. It was not.
Website – The new site is up and running and just a few minor additions need to made.
CORRESPONDENCE:
A thank you letter was received from Golden Age Services for the donation of $129.28 to the Home
Delivered Meals Program.
A thank you card was received from the Ronald McDonald House of Bismarck for our recent donation
of food and household products.
A thank you card was received from Camp of the Cross for the donation of the speaker system.
A thank you letter was received from Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center for the donations of
$218.16.
Motion to Adjourn/Lord’s Prayer:
Tammy Lapp-Harris moved and John Pake seconded to adjourn the council meeting. Motion passed.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by,
Pastor Lee Herberg for Den Na Lee Fewson

