
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

408 Ninth Street NW 

Mandan, ND  58554 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Phone: 701-663-3594 

Fax: 701-663-6217 

E-mail: jackie@firstlutheranofmandan.org  

Building Faith and 

Transforming Lives 

in Christ. 

www.firstlutheranofmandan.org 

We’re on the web! 

The Prairie  

Masters Golf Outings  

Camp of the Cross Ministries 

All proceeds are used to provide faith-filled camping experiences for children. 

 Golf Outing "North" 

Tuesday, August 6th 

11:00 A.M. Shotgun Start 

Garrison Golf Club  

Golf Outing "South" 

Thursday, August 8th 

11:00 A.M. Shotgun Start 

Tom O'Leary Golf Course,  

Bismarck 

Contact Janis at 701-861-9915 if you have any questions  

Lee’s Letter 

 “Hot town, summer in the city, back of my neck getting dirty and gritty.  
Been down, isn’t it a pity, doesn’t seem to be a shadow  in the city.  All around, 
people looking half dead, walking on the sidewalk, hotter that a match head.”  
The Lovin’ Spoonful composed that anthem of summer back in 1966.  It was a 
great tune to listen to on KFYR 550 AM as a teenager! 

 Lately, that tune has been spinning around in my head like an old 
45….from a cool and rainy start this spring, we have shifted over to hot and dry.  
Not only is the weather ‘hot’...the oil and gas economy in the state right now is 
‘hot’...the state of the world right now seems to be ‘hot.’ 

 Scripture is full of references regarding hot and cold, some in the context 
of temperature and others regarding the temperament of people.  I am intrigued 
by a section of scripture contained in the book of Revelation, Chapter 3, verses 
15-22:  “I know your works; you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were 
either cold or hot. So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am 
about to spit you out of my mouth. For you say, "I am rich, I have prospered, and 
I need nothing.' You do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, 
and naked. Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that 
you may be rich; and white robes to clothe you and to keep the shame of your 
nakedness from being seen; and salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. 
I reprove and discipline those whom I love. Be earnest, therefore, and repent. 
Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me. To the one who 
conquers I will give a place with me on my throne, just as I myself conquered 
and sat down with my Father on his throne. Let anyone who has an ear listen to 
what the Spirit is saying to the churches." 

 This particular section from Revelation is the last in a series of letters to 
the seven churches.  Verse 16 contains and intriguing image for me…’because 
you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spit you out of my 
mouth.”  That’s quite an image for a church...lukewarm.  Among the definitions of 
lukewarm, we find ‘lacking warmth or enthusiasm.’ 

 How would we describe First Lutheran?  One example would be a recent 
discussion at church council regarding adding greeters to be at the doors before 
worship to welcome everyone as soon as they enter the building, to increase our 
‘warmth’ factor.  A comment was also made “We don’t need greeters!”  Would 
that be considered a ‘cold’ statement? 

 As I write this, we are in the dog days of summer, and everyone is 
talking about the heat.  But what about the church in this world today that is 
becoming such a ‘hot bed’ of adversity?  Is the church passionate about Christ’s 
message for the world today, or is the church lukewarm to the world, as long as 
we remain in our comfort zone? 

 Until next time, 

 Pastor Lee 
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 Seeking a part time youth director for a 10 month a year position, starting September 1, 

2013. For job description and application forms, contact Faith Lutheran Church, 1402 East Ave 

C, Bismarck, ND 58501. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Please like us on Facebook or check us out 

on our website at 

www.firstlutheranofmandan.org!  You will 

find all of our happenings there plus any 

cancellations we may have.   

________________________________________________ 
2013 Bismarck/Mandan CROP Hunger Walk Set for October 6th 

Do you love helping others?  Do you love to walk?  Do you love to come together in fellowship with others?  Do you 

love to enjoy a beautiful fall day?  Would you love to help end poverty in your community and around the world? 

The CROP Hunger Walk will be the perfect place to show your love!  Join us on October 6th for the 2013 

Bismarck/Mandan CROP Hunger Walk!  We start on the steps of the Capitol with music and fun at 12:30 and start 

the walk at 1:30.  There are two routes to fit everyone’s needs; a short 1-mile route and a longer route for those 

walking enthusiasts! 

Last year we raised $15,177.73!  With your help, we can shatter that total. 

25% of funds raised will benefit local agencies including the Abused Adult Resource Center, Aid Inc., Bismarck 

Emergency Food Pantry, and the Ruth Meiers Hospitality House.  

CROPWALKS began here, in Bismarck-Mandan, in 1969 and there are now over 2000 CROPWALKS nationwide. 

CROPWALKS are sponsored by Church World Service and aid in eradicating hunger and poverty around the 

world. 

 If you would like to be an advocate for CROPWALK and you are interested on how to be involved, please join us 

for the Recruiter Rally on August, 26, 2013 at 7:00 pm at Faith Lutheran Church in Bismarck. Updates and details 

can be found on the Crop Walk, Bismarck Facebook page! Or call Allison Germolus at 400-0053. 

  

For more information on Church World Service, go to www.churchworldservice.org. 

LAF 
ARE YOU AWARE that during the school year we serve FREE LUNCH on THURSDAYS to 

around 350 Mandan Sr. High students?  This worthwhile program is cleverly called LAF 

(Lunch at First).  As this program is continuing to grow and serve all interested young people, 

we are asking for volunteers to help with cooking, serving, and cleanup of these meals.  If you 

are not able to help in this capacity, we ask you to prayerfully consider a monetary donation.  

Please call the church office at 663-3594 if you are able to help with any of these current needs.  

Thank you.  

Talk to your parents before it’s too late 

Caught in the middle, many baby boomers are raising their children and managing their careers, all while 
caring for their aging parents. And while it may be one more thing to add to your busy schedule, talking to 
your parents about their future care and end-of-life issues  
is important. 

Start small—maybe begin the process by finding out the location of the important documents you'll eventually 
need. 

One tool that can help is a financial inventory. The inventory, which you should update annually, includes: 

 Legal documents: property deeds, wills, trusts, living wills, health care and financial directives, 

and birth, marriage and military discharge certificates. 

 Contact information: attorneys, accountants, financial planners, physicians and anyone who 

provides financial, legal and medical advice and care. 

 Current account information: type, number and institution for all financial accounts, including: 

checking, savings, retirement, investment, loans and insurance policies. 

 Valuables and collectibles: location and description of any valuables such as jewelry, silver or 

gold and collectibles such as stamps and coins. 

Instructions: funeral, burial and obituary information and instructions. 

The process of finding out your parents' future needs and intentions won't happen in a day. By breaking the 
information gathering into small, manageable conversations, you can help ensure your parents’ wishes will be 
carried out.  

For financial guidance, contact Debra Jans, FIC, or Dennis Vernon, LUTCF, FIC, Central Dakota Associates, 
at 701-222-0672. 

Friendship Circle is collecting  school supplies for Lutheran World Relief  

Items needed - for one complete school kit is as follows: 

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-

leaf paper 

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

 One pencil sharpener 

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band 

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 One 2½” eraser 

 One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately 14” X 17” with shoulder 

straps (no standard backpacks) 

You may drop off these items in the Narthex in the box provided. 

http://www.churchworldservice.org/


Synod Assembly 2013: Brief Report of Actions 

Assembly Theme: Telling the Old, Old Story Anew 

For two days, June 7-8, the Holiday Inn- Riverside in Minot became a mission-training center. Over 300 missionaries (congregation 

members and rostered leaders) from across our mission territory (the Western North Dakota Synod) gathered.  It was a gathering of 

everyday missionaries - two days immersed in scripture, Bible Study, story-telling, worship, training, and commissioning for mission. A 

vision was set, one for us to live into together, a vision of a church where every member is a missionary, every rostered leader is a mission 

director, and every church building is a mission center.   

Like any good Missionary Gathering, this assembly was rooted in Bible Study, Celebration and Story-telling, practical training to hone 

skills, and opportunities to do the work of Mission.  

Bible Study 
Throughout the assembly, strangers got to know one another as they spent time in pairs in the practice of Dwelling in the Word.  Two-by-

two participants engaged scripture, explored together how God spoke through the text, and prayed for each other, for their communities, for 

God’s abiding presence.   

Equipped for Mission 
The Gathering provided participants a chance to develop and hone their skills and provided practical tools to take back to their 

congregations for the work of mission- for the work of God’s love with those around them.   

It all began with the Pre-Assembly Workshop where Rev. Sunitha Mortha, Director of Mission Formation and Relationships for ELCA 

Global Mission, led participants in exploring mission rooted in the concept of accompaniment, walking together, getting to know another’s 

story, and sharing our own.  Mortha helped us understand that mission begins with recognizing God at work through relationships.  Our 

stories shape how we see the world and engage others.  Other’s stories can help us see God in new ways. New opportunities for mutual 

ministry can reveal themselves. A sense of mission can deepen as we engage our neighbors and discover where God is calling us to respond.   

During Keynote Sessions Bishop Elizabeth Eaton of the Northeast Ohio Synod, our synod’s domestic companion synod, drew us back to 

our roots. Using the Lutheran Confessions, with joy, humor and conviction, she helped us embrace ways the documents of our history are 

relevant today.  The Catechism and confessional documents, created at the foundation of this church, continue to root and provide vision for 

our everyday life and ministry. They prod us to mission and provide guidance and footing for the work God calls us to do.    

The Assembly workshops built off of the Missional Bible Study process developed out of the 2012 Synod Assembly.  Each 45-minute 

workshop provided a very practical tool that can be used in a congregation’s process of discerning mission- or how God might be calling 

you to share God’s love in your congregation and community.  Workshops gave folks a chance to “try out” One-to-One Conversations, an 

Acts Bible Study Process, tools for setting a mission plan, and time to explore how to live lives of gratitude and generosity in response to 

God’s abundant graciousness.   

Not only did participants get to “try out” these tools, but they took them home, in the form of a resource booklet that they can use in their 

congregations.  Copies can be downloaded from the synod website at www.wndsynod.org.  Just look for “Missional Bible Study” under the 

Resources tab.   

Celebration & Story-telling 
Stories of mission permeated the entire gathering. We heard stories sharing how God is already working through God’s people in our synod 

and around the world.  Congregations shared stories of how through Bible study and conversation, God has led them to reach beyond 

themselves in service and how, through the process, their faith and relationships with one another and God has deepened and grown.    

We heard stories from our companion synod, the Central African Republic, about ministry that is happening in that place and how God is at 

work through our mutual ministry together.   

Together, we celebrated 25 years of Mission and Ministry as the ELCA and Western North Dakota Synod.  Each participant received a 

booklet with 25 stories of mission from our around our synod, sharing how we are doing God’s work with our hands.   

Our synod Bible camps blessed us with their rousing music as they shared how they are preparing to share God’s love with children and 

family through their summer ministry. 

During the banquet, former synodical bishops, Rev. Duane Danielson & Rev. Bob Lynne, reminisced about where we have been and how 

we got here.  Giving thanks for the strong lay leadership that has brought us to this place.  

We also had the opportunity to say “Thank You” and honor Jan Zook as she officially retires fully from synod staff.  We thank her for all 

she has shared with the people of Western North Dakota as she ministered faithfully in Christ’s name. 
 

To be continued next month. 
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Mark Your 

Calendar… 

 

7th:  7pm - Confirmation 

Orientation Meeting for 8th 

Graders 

 

Attention All 8th Graders and Parents: 

A confirmation orientation meeting has been 

scheduled for Wednesday, August 7th at 7:00 

P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.  If you plan to 

start confirmation classes in the fall, you need 

to attend this meeting.  There are registration 

forms in the narthex.  We are also looking for 

adults to serve as small group leaders, if you 

are interested please call Pastor Jack.   

ATTENTION Confirmation Students: 

Confirmation classes will start on Wednesday, 

September 11th at 7:00 P.M for all 8th & 9th graders.   

If you have questions about our confirmation program, 

please call Pastor Jack at 663-3594.  Registration forms are 

available in the narthex or on our website. 

We are currently looking for church school teachers 

for all grades on Sundays and Wednesdays.  Each 

class has team teachers so that you don’t have to 

be here every week and also have a partner to 

work with.  We use a great online based 

curriculum with easy-to-plan lessons for each 

week.  Please prayerfully consider serving the 

children of our congregation in this way.  If you 

have questions or would like to volunteer, please 

call or email Pastor Jack. 

Church School is starting soon!! 

If you have not already registered your 
child for church school, please do so as 
soon as possible.  Registration forms are on 
page 9, in the narthex or on our website.  

http://www.wndsynod.org
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Sunday ~ 

 9:30 am ~ Traditional 

   

 Wednesday ~ 

 6:00 pm ~ Contemporary 

  

Worship Schedule 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the greeters, ushers, communion servers, 

readers, communion set-up, coffee hour workers, and to all 

who have supplied goodies for the last month.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 

Baptisms:   

 June 2  Peyton Laine Gunsch 

 June 2  Cayden Alexander Gunsch 

 June 2  Joseph Lynn Rader 

 June 2   Serenity Michele Rants 

 June 9  Payton Marie Dagman 

 June 12  Liam Arthur Hilfer 

 June 16  Kenzie Joyce Hoovestol 

 June 23  Margaret Grace Borgerding 

 June 30  Lamont Alan Jacobson 

 July 6  Adalynn Grace Johnson 

 July 6  Amelia Jane Odom 

 July 7  Jamesen Jack Wollschlager 

   

Weddings: 

 June 1  Chas Hertz & Kayla Sanders 

 July 13  Daron Knodel & Stacey Meek  

 

Funerals: 

 June 8  Jon Hagestuen 

 June 19  Erma Walker 

 June 20  Bertha Kilber 

 June 27  Thomas Thompson 

 July 3  Robert Schulz 

 July 5  Mildred Haggen 

 July 9  Lois Walz 

 July 18  Terry Pudwill 

Pastoral Acts 

In memory of Jon Hagestuen given by Gordon 

Berge, Dave & Kathy MacIver, Harry & Linda 

Stastny, Deborah Circle, Russ & Jan 

Grabinger, Walter & Leona Keidel, Norma 

Nelson, Glen & Loretta White, Ralph & Naida 

Feland, Don & Peggy Grosz, Loretta 

Quanbeck, Norma Lundstrom, Gary & Claudia 

Tomanek,  Arden & Pat Hagerott,  

In memory of John Hulteen given by Harry & 

Linda Stastny & Norma Lundstrom. 

In memory of Bertha Kilber given by Bertha 

Kilber family, Rev. Robert  & Joann Lynne, 

Norma Lundstrom. 

In memory of Erma Walker given by Elda 

Charvat, Walter & Leona Keidel, Jacob & 

Peggy Hertz, Arden & Pat Hagerott, 

Schumacher Insurance, Brad & Beth Allen, 

Russ & Jan Grabinger, Rosalie Svihla, Glen & 

Loretta White, Linda Robinson, Ken & Lois 

Helmer, Norma Lundstrom. 

In memory of Mildred Haggen given by Jim, 

Donna & Jason Mellmer, Erin & Jere Heide, 

Loretta White, Russ & Jan Grabinger, Richard 

& Cheryl Haerer & Betty Ohm. 

In memory of Robert Schulz given by Walter & 

Leona Keidel. Deadline for articles for 

the September 

Newsletter will be 

August 22nd.  

 

August ~ Mission of the Month 

Lutheran World Relief 

See page 11 for full details! 

Memorial Fund Church School Registration 

Student’s Name: ____________________________________________ M _______ F _______ 

Date of Birth: _______________________ Age: ___________ Grade __________ 

           (this fall) 

Student’s Name: ____________________________________________ M _______ F _______ 

Date of Birth: _______________________ Age: ___________ Grade __________ 

           (this fall) 

Student’s Name: ____________________________________________ M _______ F _______ 

Date of Birth: _______________________ Age: ___________ Grade __________ 

           (this fall) 

Parent(s)/Guardian:___________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________            City: ____________________ 

Phone #:  ___________________          ___________________         ____________________ 

  Home         Cell: mother   Cell: father 

Email address (please include this so that we can use email to communicate with you during 

the year instead of regular mail.):   

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does the student have any  medical conditions or allergies we need to be aware of?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Attending: Sunday __________ Wednesday __________ 

 

 

Our church school program relies on the participation of parents.  We 

ask that each parent prayerfully consider how they would like to help 

out this coming year.  

 

I am willing to be a team teacher for grade _____ 

 

Classes available:  Preschool 1 (students who are 3 years old at the beginning of 

the school year), Preschool 2 (4 years old), and Kindergarten - 5th grade 
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First Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

Thursday, May 16, 2013   7:00PM 

Present: Pastor Lee Herberg, Pastor Jack Carlson, Vice President Tammy Lapp-Harris, 

Secretary Den Na Lee Fewson, Darrell Nitschke, Brian Zacha, John Pake, Dot Frank 

Absent:  Kris Elijah, Janet Reineke, Kris Theurer 

Devotions:  Vice President Tammy Lapp-Harris called the meeting to order.  Pastor Lee led 

devotions. 

Approval of Agenda:  Darrell Nitschke moved and Dot Frank seconded the motion to approve 

the agenda.  Motion passed. 

Secretary’s Report/Review and Approval of the minutes:  Darrell Nitschke moved and 

John Pake seconded the motion to approve the church council minutes of April 18th, 2013.  

Motion passed. 

Financial Report/Review:  Pastor Lee went over the April financials.  Income exceeded 

expenses slightly.  We did not have church services on Sunday, April 14th due to the blizzard.  

The subsequent loss of offering contributed to expenses exceeding income through the first four 

months of 2013.  

Unfinished Business:  

Moving forward in faith: The cast bronze inserts have been installed on the pulpit and 

baptismal font.  We are waiting for final drawings of the altar candle sticks, the paschal 

candle stick, as well as basement bathroom final drawings. 

Website redesign:  Dot Frank and Jackie Schulz have the new website up and running. 

Strategic Plan 2013:  Darrell Nitschke & Pastor Lee agreed to meet to discuss formulation 

of governance team.   

Ministry Site Profiles:  A call committee has been assembled to obtain an additional 

Associate Pastor with a focus on family and youth development.  Call committee 

members are Richard Garman, Lance Gaebe, Randy Schmeling, Corby Rachel, Tammy 

Lapp-Harris and Den Na Lee Fewson.  An initial interview with a candidate has been set 

for May 21st. 

“The Banquet”:  We’ve received great reviews regarding our participation with The 

Banquet.  Karla Sadowsky, Director of The Banquet from Trinity Lutheran, said the food, 

camaraderie and turnout were all terrific.  The volunteers also had a great time and 

discussion to participate again in 2014 was well-received. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

The Synod Assembly is June 7-8 in Minot.  We are still short a few delegates.  Requests for 

volunteers will be in Sunday’s bulletin. 

Jason Tomanek is going to start the landscaping project soon and will be doing spring clean-

up in conjunction with the landscaping project.  Doug VanDaalen will provide lawn 

mowing service again this year. 

Snow removal options were discussed for this fall/winter.  Pastor Lee will visit with Mandan 

High School and the apartments across the street to discuss options on snow removal 

from the stairs and a possible future partnership. 



REPORTS: 

Pastor Lee’s report – 2 baptisms, 1 wedding.  

Pastor Jack’s report – 7 baptisms, 1 funeral and 1 wedding.   

Special Events – High School Senior recognition will be Sun, May 19th.  First Lutheran will 

also have a float at this year’s 4th of July parade. 

Stewardship – Darrel would like to create a mission and theme for the church as well as 

initiate a movement towards giving.  A team will be put together to help Darrell with this 

stewardship mission. 

Worship – New Escape will perform one song at both services on Sun, May 19th and will 

lead worship at the 10:45A.M. service on Sun, May 26th. 

Parish Education – Currently we have 15 teachers signed up for church school.  We need 

to double that and find subs.  22 children are signed up for Sunday School and 46 for 

Wednesday School.  Pastor Jack has been taking webinars on utilizing the Spark 

curriculum.  Bibles for confirmation students will be ordered soon. 

Youth – The Schwan’s Truck fundraiser is scheduled for Sat June 15th at the Cenex parking 

lot in Mandan.  Pre-orders are due on June 5th.  An additional chaperone is needed for the 

Denver Mission Trip on July 24th-30th.  Requests for a volunteer will be in an upcoming 

bulletin.  WINGS resumes next fall. 

Evangelism and Outreach – Dot is interested in creating a Parenting Area for parents to 

visit while waiting for children during Sunday School. 

Property and Management – The North Dakota State Forester has been contacted to look 

at the bull pine stump to see whether or not the tree was diseased.  He will call John 

Pake back with his opinion.  The bull pines in the NW corner of the lot were given as 

memorials by the Arden Hagerott family.  Pastor Lee will visit with them regarding their 

wishes. 

Website – The new site is up and running and just a few minor additions need to made. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

A thank you letter was received from Golden Age Services for the donation of $83.81 to the 

Home Delivered Meals Program. 

A thank you letter was received from Trinity Lutheran Church’s The Banquet.  First 

Lutheran served 302 meals, 30 meals for guests to take home and provided a left-over 

portion to a local shelter in need.  34 volunteers from First Lutheran Church made this 

possible.  

A thank you letter was received from Camp of the Cross for the donation of $1,451.23 for the 

first quarter of 2013 from First Lutheran’s monthly benevolence giving. 

Two thank you letters were received from Missouri Slope Lutheran Care Center for the 

donations of $151.38 and $141.43 respectively. 

Motion to Adjourn/Lord’s Prayer: 

Brian Zacha moved and Den Na Lee Fewson seconded to adjourn the council meeting. 

Motion passed.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Submitted by, 

Den Na Lee Fewson 
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